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PREFACE. 


Avery  tedious  ch.Tomc2\Arthrodynia  having 
confined  me  many  months,  and  thereby 
given  me  an  opportunity  of  looking  over  my 
Notes  and  Obfervations,  made  in  the  courfe  of 
?nany  years  practice,  and  of  reperufing  the  works 
of  various  Authors,  has  given  occafion  to  the  fol- 
lowing 'Thoughts,  which  I entitle  Phyjiological, 
Pathological,  and  Practical,  in  the  order  that  the 
confideration  of  difeafes  ptefented  them  to  my 
Mind.  For  as  Phyjiology  is  the  bafis  upon  which 
found  Pathology  muft  be  erected,  (it  being  im- 
poflible  to  form  a right  notion  of  the  nature  of 
difeafes,  without  a previous  intimate  Anatomical 
knowledge  of  the  fituation,  flrudlure,  ufes,  connec- 
tions, and  relations  of  the  feveral  Organs  of  the 
Body  in  their  found  Rate)  I have  introduced  fo 
much  of  it  only,  as  might  ferve  the  purpofe  of 
Pathology,  derived  from  that  copious  fource,  the 
lectures  and  writings  of  the  illuftrious  De  Haller 
of  revered  memory,  all  except  that  Thought 
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which  relat(^s  to  the  funflions  of  the  nervci^ 
which,  with  much  difliclence,  I offer  only  as  a 
P byfiological  conjedure,  that  feems  to  me  not  in-* 
confiftent  with  fome  Phanomena^  and  which,  with 
refpect  to  Pathology,  is  of  no  great  confequence. 
Thus  by  knowing  what  are  the  requifites  to  pro- 
duce health,  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  probable 
conjedures  and  notions  of  that  ftate,  in  which 
fome  of  thofe  requifites  are  wanting,  difeafe. 

Further,  to  affift  us  in  our  Pathological  inqui- 
ries, we  muff  join  the  attentive  ftudy  of  pradlical 
Authors,  fuch  efpecially  as  have  left  us  faithful 
and  accurate  hiftories  of  difeafes,  with  all  their 
fymptoms  and  appearances,  and  to  thefe  add 
Pradlical  Anatomy,  which  will  be  found  to  be  of 
the  greateft  ufe  and  affiftance  in  enabling  us  to 
form  right  notions  of  the  nature  and  feat  of  dif- 
eafes, and  of  the  moft  rational  method  of  treat- 
ing them.  But  as,  in  private  pradice,  opportu- 
nities of  exercifmg  P radical  Anatomy  are  very 
rare,  and  go  but  a little  way,  I would  recom- 
mend a diligent  perufal  of  the  works  of  fuch 
Authors  as  have  with  laudable  zeal  and  patient 
labour,  colleded  and  made  public  cafes  and  ob- 
fervations  of  P radical  Anatomy  ; Bond  us.  Mange- 
Uts,  and  feveral  others,  but  efpecially  the  moft 
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excellent  Morgagni,  whofe  inejiimable  work,  “ De 
Cau(is  et  Sedibus  Morborumper  Anatoinen  indagatis,’* 
I would  advife  the  young  Praftician,  “ Nodurna 
verfare  tnanu,  verfare  diurnal  This  noble  work, 
the  indefatigable  Author,  after  a great  many  years 
labour,  fipilhed  in  his  eightieth  year. 

Without  fome  practice  in  fuch  inquiries,  even 
a very  intelligent  Phyiician  may  not  always  be 
fecure  from  miftaking  appearances,  as  morbid 
where  there  had  been  no  difeafe,  and  the  con- 
trary. And  what  is  of  yet  greater  importance, 
he  will  certainly  be  the  better  enabled  to  form 
right  notions  of  the  nature  and  feat  of  difeafes, 
fo  as  not  to  confound  one  with  another,  fmee 
there  are  few  that  have  fuch  Pathognomonic  marks 
as  may  infallibly  denote  them.  Were  it  ncceffary 
to  do  more  in  favour  of  Practical  Anatomy,  I fhould 
recommend  to  the  reader  Morgagni's  prefatory 
Epiftles  to  the  feveral  books  of  his  work. 

Another  help  to  the  acquiring  of  fkill,  in  this 
important  part  of  medical  pradice,  Pathology,  is 
that  w'hich  w^as  done  by  the  learned  Moif,  de 
Sawoages,  and  a few  more,  but  much  improved 
and  rendered  more  ufeful  by  the  late  very  cele- 
brated Dr . Cullen,  Nofologia  Methodica,  in  which 
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the  learned  Profeflbr  has  arranged  difeafes  in 
orders,  claffes,  and  fpecies,  with  their  charadlers,  in 
fuch  manner  as  greatly  to  facilitate  their  invefti- 
gation  and  difcrimination. 

The  reader  will  find  that  I have  frequently 
availed  myfelf  of  this  ufeful  work.  I Ihould 
have  thought  it  unneceffary  further  to  infill  on 
the  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  dili- 
gent reading  of  the  works  of  practical  Writers, 
antient  and  modern,  if  it  were  not  for  this,  that 
the  Antients  are  by  fome  moderns  confidered  as 
not  having  contributed  much  to  real  medical 
knowledge.  By  which  it  feems  they  would  be 
underftood,  that  the  Theory  of  the  Antients  for 
want  of  more  Anatomical  and  Phyfiological  know- 
ledge, and  a more  rational  Philofophy,  was  found- 
ed in  imaginary  principles  and  Hypothefes ; and 
not  qualified  to  produce  right  notions  of  the 
nature,  caufes,  and  feat  of  difeafes.  But  whatever 
truth  there  may  be  in  this,  the  deficiency  was 
compenfated  by  their  diligent  attention  to  the 
fymptoms  and  appearances  that  attended  the 
difeafe  throughout.  They  have  therefore  not 
been  treated  with  that  refped  that  is  due  to 
them,  and  that  they  received  from  antiquity. 

Hippocrates, 
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* Hippocrates,  according  to  Galen,  was  diftln- 
guifhed  as  the  firfl.  Philofopber  of  his  time,  whofe 
fentiments  Plato  adopted.  Arijlotle  was  con- 
fidered  only  as  the  Interpreter  of  Hippocrates  and 
Plato',  and  his  writings  merely  commentaries  on 
Plato's  Philofophy,  from  whence  were  drawn 
his  doctrines  of  the  four  lirft  qualities.  And, 
moreover,  if  Hippocrates  were  not  the  inventor, 
he  was,  after  Efculapius  and  his  Sons,  deemed 
the  Rejiorer  of  the  art  of  healing ; and  accord- 
ing to  \PHny,  the  firft  who  clearly  taught  it.  But, 
what  is  more  certain  and  of  more  importance, 
Hippocrates  appears,  in  almoft  all  his  works,  to 
acknowledge  one  general  principle,  which  he  calls 
Nature,  as  fuperior  to  all  others;  to  which  he  at- 
tributes powers  or  faculties  for  the  admin  iftration 
of  the  animal  occonomy  and  the  cure  of  difeafes  on 
which  laft  account  he  ufes  this  exprelTion  “ Na~> 
turce  Morborim  Mcdicatrices." 

After  Hippocrates  ; Aretceus,  Alexander  ‘Trallia- 
nus,  and  other  Greeks,  have  left  us  fuch  hiftories 
of  difeafes  and  their  Therapia,  as  amply  difplay, 
not  only  their  accuracy  in  the  diagnojiic  and  dif- 
crimination  of  them,  but  alfo  their  Ikill  in  the 

'Therapeutic 

* V.  Le  Clerc  Iltftoire  de  la  Medicine,  L.  iii.  c.  i.  2. — f Primus 
Hippocrates  Medendi  prascepta  clariffime  condidit.  Plin.  L.xxiii.c.a. 
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Therapeutic  part,  in  which  Alexander  was  emi- 
nently diftinguiflied.  To  thofe  may  be  added 
the  elegant  Celfus,  and  the  femi-barbarous,  but 
on  fome  accounts  ufeful.  Callus  Aurelianus^  and 
a few  Arabians. 

( 

However  defective  the  Theory  of  Hippocrates 
may  be  thought,  it  was  founded  not  on  imagi- 
nary  Hypothefes^  but  on  Philofophical  and  A7iato» 
viical  pi'mciples,  and  elpecially  on  Clinical  obferv- a- 
tion.  And  well  had  it  been  if  Galen  and  his 
followers  had,  by  practical  obfervations  and  ana- 
tomical refearches,  endeavoured  to  find  out  the 
P hyJico-Mechanical  laws  and  powers  of  the  animal 
oeconomy,  inftead  of  purfuing  vain  fpeculations 
and  the  imaginary  principles  of  Arijiotle  and  Des 
Cartes  ; and  the  fanciful  and  unfubftantial  Hypo^ 
ihefes  of  Chyniifls  and  Metaphyficians,  expreffed  in 
terms  not  inore  intelligible,  fuch  as  Arcbeus,  Du-> 
wnviratus,  Occultum  Vita  regimen^  &c,  &c.  of  Hel- 
niont,  and  others,  and  various  other  Hypotbefes, 
for  which  vid,  cel.  Hoffinann.  * 

Of  modern  Theories,  one  of  the  lateft  is  that 
w’hich  was  adopted  by  the  ingenious  and  juftly 

celebrated 

* Prefationem,  T.  i,  Medecinas  rationalis  Syftematics  et  Pro- 
legomena de  vera  Therapi®  natura,  &c.  Cap.  xi. 
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celebrated  Sfa/?/,  and  fome  other  eminent  G^r- 
;//ans  ; the  principle  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
Natura  five  Anima,  rationis^  confilii,  intentionis  et 
fcientia  intcrioris  particcps ; medicines,  et  omnium  mo-  ' 
tuiim  qui  vitam  tueniur  et  morbos  ciirant.,  Principium; 
vel  Anima  medica. 

An  Hypothefts  that  has  fome  refemblance  to 
that  univerfal  principle  which  Hippocrates  calls 
Natura.  But  Stahl  and  his  followers  feem  to 
have  attributed  greater  powers  to  their  Anima 
medica,  than  Hippocrates  did  to  his  Natura  medica. 
For  though  in  his  Epidemics,  he  feems,  after  or- 
dering a proper  diet,  to  have  attended  only  to 
the  phenomena,  and  left  the  reft  to  Nature ; yet 
in  inflammatory  and  other  difeafes,  he  w’as  an 
active  “ Natura  Minifterf  and 'm  chirurgical  cafes 
bold  and  enterprifing.  Whereas  the  Stahlians 
feem  to  have  had  fo  much  dependance  on  the 
Autocratia  Natura,  as  to  have  been  fometimes 
inactive  fpectators  of  the  mijiakes  and  errors  w’hich 
they  allow  this  wonderful  principle  to  be  liable  to; 
and  on  this  account  to  require  the  correclmis  of 
the  Ikilful  Phyfician.  * 

Among 

* Vide  ClarifT.  et  experientifs  Werlhof  Cautlones  Medicx  1734. 
ct  Obfervationes  de  Febribiis,  Ed.  ii.  i745>  Hanovera*. 
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Among  the  modern  pra6lical  writers  of  dlftiri» 
guiflied  name,  are  Ballonius,  HoUerius,  Duretus^ 
Lomiiiius^  Sennertusi  Riverius,  Pifo,  Sydenham,  Wil- 
lis, Bocrhaave^  Hoffmann,  Stahl,  Lanciji,  Baglivi, 
Ramazzini,  Torti,  Werlhof,  Mead,  Huxham,  Pringle, 
Fothergill,  Cleghorn,  and  many  more  whom  I for- 
bear to  name,  leaft  I fliould  be  thought  oftenta- 
tious,  when  I only  mean  to  acknowledge  my 
obligations,  and  to  prevent  or  fave  the  trouble 
of  frequent  references. 

If  the  following  Thoughts  fhould  prove  of  ufe 
to  young  pradiitioners,  for  whofe  fervice  they  are 
intended,  the  Author  will  hope  his  labour  has 
not  been  in  vain. 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL,  PATHOLOGICAL, 
'and  PRACTICAL, 

BOOK  I. 

Section  I. 

The  HEAD,  BRAIN,  and  NERVES. 


AS  I do  not  mean  to  give  an  anatomical 
defcription  of  the  brain,  I fliall  only 
obferve  that  it  is  compofed  of  two 
fubftances,  different  in  fome  refpecfls  from 
each  other.  The  firft  which  is  in  general 
external  and  is  immediately  covered  by  the 
pia  mater,  is  of  a brownifh  colour,  and  is 
thence  called  the  cortical  or  cinericious  fub- 
flance.  It  is  about  two  or  three  lines  in 
depth  or  thicknefs,  and  covers  the  other, 
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2 THE  BRAIN,  HEAD,  AND  NERVES. 

which  is  white  with  a faint  red  tint,  called 
the  medullary  fubftance,  which  conftitutes 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  brain. 

The  cortical  fubftance  feems  to  be  formed 
of  the  ramifications  of  the  blood  veftels. 
The  medullary  part  appears  to  be  fibrous 
or  vafcular,  being  probably  made  up  of  a 
finer  order  of  veftels,  containing  a very  fub- 
tile  fluid.  The  nerves  being  evidently  pro- 
ducftions  of  the  medullary  fubftance,  if  this 
be  vafcular,  they  may  with  reafon  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fo  likewife.  What  feems  to 
juftify  this  fuppofition,  is  the  great  quan- 
tity of  blood  that  is  fent  to  the  brain,  much 
more  than  can  be  fufficient  for  its  iiourilh- 
ment  only ; and  there  being  no  refervoir 
there  to  contain  the  fecreted  fluid,  allow  me 
to  fuppofe  that  a confiderable  quantity  of  a 
very  fine  fluid  fecreted  from  the  blood  by 
the  medullary  vefl'els,  is  conftantly  pafTing 
along  the  nerves,  which  are  productions  of 
the  medulla^  to  tlieir  extremities  in  the  vari- 
ous organs,  tlie  mufcles,  and  the  fkin,  from 
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whence  and  from  the  feveral  cavities  it  ex- 
hales, and  is  again,  probably,  in  part  re- 
abforbed.  ? 

Whether  it  be  to  this  fluid  or  to  the  dif- 
ferent modification  of  the  fibres.or  veflels  of 
the  medulla^  or  to  both,  that  the  nerves  owe 
their  wonderful  influence,  I fhall  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine.  Thus  much  how- 
ever appears  to  be  certain,  that  as  they  are 
productions  of  the  medulla^  the  impreflions 
made  by  objeCls,  on  the  fenfes,  are  by  the 
nerves  conveyed  to  the  medullary  centre  or 
fenforium^  where  the  mind  perceives,  and 
from  whence  its  volitions  are,  by  them  alfo, 
conveyed  to  the  feveral  moving  powers : 
How  the  impreflions,  made  on  the  fenfes, 
are  carried  to  the fenforium^  and  the  volitions 
of  the  mind,  from  thence  to  the  moving 
powers,  I pretend  not  to  determine. 

If  by  vibrations,  as  by  fome  is  fuppofed, 
they  muft  be  of  a kind  very  different  from 
thofe  of  mufical  firings,  the  nerves  being, 
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4 the  brain,  head,  and  nerves. 

on  no  account  capable,  of  fuch  vibration; 
confidered  either  in  their  fubftance  or  fitua- 
tion ; their  fubftance  being  very  foft  and 
unelaftic ; and  being  in  general  furrounded 
by  and  connedled  with  foft  parts,  they  are 
quite  incapable  of  tenfion  and  vibration. 

My  idea  of  the  matter,  if  I be  happy 
enough  to  make  it  intelligible,  is  this,  that 
the  nerves  being  produ6lions  of  the  fenfo- 
rium,  the  imprefllons  made  on  the  organs, 
of  the  fenfes  and  on  the  fenforitm^  are  fyn- 
chronous  ; and  the  volitions  are,  in  the  fame 
T[i2inn.e.Y^  fynchronotis  with  the  adtion  of  the 
moving  power. 

I no  fooner  will,  for  example,  to  move 
my  hand,  but  it  is  that  Inftant  in  motion : 
For  if  the  impreftion  and  the  perception  of 
it,  are  fuppofed  to  be  fucceftive,  I cannot 
underftand  how  they  can  be  fo  inftantane- 
ous  as  they  really  feem  to  be,  efpecially  from 
the  extreme  parts  to  the  fenjorium,  agalnft 
the  natural  courfe  of  the  nervous  fluid, 

which 
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which  pafTes  from  the  brain  to  the  extremi- 
ties, but  does  not  circulate,  if  I may  be  al- 
lowed that  expreffion,  back  again. 

t 

Moreover,  I would  obferve,  that  I feel  at 
the  extremities  of  the  nerves  in  my  fingers, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  I tafte  with  my 
tongue,  fmell  with  my  nofe,  8cc.  but  not  in 
the  intermediate  part  of  the  nerves.  This 
may  feem  not  to  agree  with  that  common 
obfervation  of  a patient’s  feeling  pain  in  his 
toes,  fome  time  after  the  leg  had  been  taken 
off,  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  this, 
that  imprelfions  made  upon  the  fe7iforium  re- 
main, for  a longer  or  fhorter  time  after  their 
caufe  ceafes  to  a(5l. 

If  I fhould  feem  to  attribute  too  much  to 
organization  and  to  extend  the  fenforium  too 
far,  I beg  that  I may  be  underflood  to  con- 
fider  it  only  as  the  medium  or  organ  by  which 
the  Mind  perceives  and  a(5ls  ; and  to  carry 
it  no  farther  than  what  feems  to  me,  con- 
fiflent  with  the  phenomena  phyfiologically 

confidered. 


6 THE  HEAD,  BRAIN,  AND  NERVES. 

confidered.  For  as  to  the  mind  or  foul,  its 
nature,  place,  &c.  that  is  a fpeculation  I muft 
leave  to  Pfychologi/is^  who  are  poiTefTed  of 
more  penetration  than  I pretend  to.  And  in 
refpedl  to  our  future  exiftence,  I have  the 
confolation  to  think,  that  the  Gospel  gives 
us  a more  fubftantial  ground  of  hope,  than 
any  that  Philofophy  or  Pfychology  can  fupply ' 
us  with.  But  this  by  the  way. — 

The  brain  being  fupplied,  by  the  carotid 
and  vertebral  arteries,  with  a great  quantity 
of  blood,  perhaps  not  much  lefs  than  a fixth 
part  of  the  whole,  is  fubje6l  to  many  difor- 
ders  j fome  of  which  are  owing  to  excefs  of 
quantity  or  motion,  or  both ; others  to  fome 
fault  of  its  quality,  as  being  too  vifcid  or  too 
thin,  or  acrimonious ; each  of  which  will 
come  under  confideration  as  we  proceed  to 
treat  of  the  feveral  afte6lions  of  the  brain,  &c. 
In  the  mean  time  I would  obferve,  that  the 
dura  mater ^ not  being  furniflied  with  nerves, 
is  fuppofed,  when  in  a found  date,  to  be 
infenhble ; but  this  as  well  as  tendons,  liga- 
ments. 
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ments,  &c.  which  when  found,  fhew  little 
fenfibility,  become  very  fenfible  when  they 
are  difeafed. 


APOPLEXIJ, 

Apoplexy  is,  of  all  the  affedlions  of  the 
brain,  the  molt  formidable.  It  attacks  a 
perfon  fuddenly,  depriving  him  of  all  fenie 
and  motion,  except  of  the  heart  and  mufcles 
concerned  in  refpiration,  which  in  them 
feems  to  be  increafed,  the  pulfe  being  full, 
and  the  breathing  laborious,  with  fnoring 
and  profound  deep. 

The  moll  common  fpecies  of  idiopathic 
apoplexy  are  the  fanguineous  and  the  ferous. 
To  the  former  are  moll  fubjeft,  perfons  of 
a fanguine  habit ; a florid  countenance  j who 
are  fhort  and  corpulent;  who  indulge  them- 
felves  too  much  in  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing, indolence  and  lleep. 
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As  this  difeafe  is  generally  mortal,  or  if 
the  patient  efcapes  with  life,  he  remains  de- 
prived of  the  ufe  of  fome  of  his  limbs,  it  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  to  perfons  of  the 
above  defcription,  to  be  upon  their  guard 
to  prevent  it.  They  ought  therefore  to  be 
very  temperate  in  both  their  eating  and 
drinking,  and  efpecially  of  ftrong  inebriat- 
ing liquors ; they  fliould  rife  early  and  ufe 
exercife  both  on  foot  and  on  horfeback. 
Temperance  will  alfo  have  the  good  effedl  of 
moderating  the  pallions,  which  is  of  great 
importance.  But  if  notwithllanding  this 
caution,  fuch  a perfon  fliould  feel  a dull  pain 
or  heavinefs  in  his  head,  attended  with  lifli- 
leflhefs  or  drowfinefs,  he  muft,  without  lofs 
of  time  be  freely  bled,  take  a cathartic,  ufe 
fpare  diet,  and  whatever  elfe  may  be  thought 
, neceflfary, until  he  finds  himfelf  free  from  the 
alarming  appearances.  Thus  much  for  pre- 
vention. 

But  in  cafe  of  actual  invafion  of  apoplexy, 
the  patient  mult  be  immediately  bled  at  the 

arm 
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arm  or  temporal  artery ; ftimulatlng  cly- 
flers  muft  be  injected  to  empty  the  bowels; 
veftcatories  muft  be  applied  and  finapifms 
to  the  feet ; thefe  to  be  removed  at  the  end 
of  three  or  four  hours  ; the  feet  to  be  then 
waftied  with  warm  water,  and  the  ftnapifms 
repeated,  if  neceftary;  in  the  mean  time, 
cupping  glafles  with  fcarification  muft  be 
applied  below  the  Occiput.  Should  the  pa- 
tient become  able  to  fwallow,  a briflv  ca- 
thartic will  be  advifeable ; but  beware  of 
emetics^  volatiles^  and  Jlernutatories, 

Upon  opening  the  heads  of  perfons  who 
died  of  this  kind  of  apoplexy,  more  or  lefs 
blood  has  been  found,  fometimes  under  the 
dura  mater  coagulated  and  covering  part  of 
the  brain ; fometimes  in  the  ventricles  or  in 
the  fubftance  of  the  brain. 

Serous. 

9 

The  perfons  moft  difpofed  to  ferous  apo- 
plexy, are  alfo  the  ftiort  and  corpulent,  but 

B who 
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who  inftead  of  being  rofy  and  fanguine, 
are  pale,  bloated,  leucophlegmatic^  drowfy, 
inadlive,  and  who  indulge  themfelves  in 
the  pleafures  of  the  table  and  in  deep.  The 
prophylaSlic  cure  differs  not  much  from  the 
former.  Bleeding,  however,  may  not  be 
always  necefl'ary,  but  brifk  cathartics  will, 
and  muft  be  repeated ; as  will  alfo  frequent 
exercife  on  horfeback. ; univerfal  friclion 
with  a flefh-brufh  or  coarfe  flannel ; early 
rifing ; and  temperance  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing. 

But  fhould  they  happen  to  be  feized  with 
apoplexy,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  away 
blood,  though  not  fo  much  as  in  the  fan- 
guineous.  For  though  the  accumulation 
of  the  ferous  fluid  is  generally  flow  and  gra- 
dual, yet  as  it  takes  up  more  or  lefs  room, 
the  veflels  of  the  brain  are  in  fome  degree 
comprefled,  and  in  cafe  of  violent  exertion  ; 
excefs  in  eating  and  drinking  and  the  like  ; 
‘the  circulation  through  the  brain  will  be 
retarded  and  a rupture  or  flagnation  occa- 
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fioned.  Moreover  the  water  in  the  ventri- 
cles is  fometimes  found  to  be  * faline  and 
acrimonious ; and  thus  may  irritate  and  con- 
ftringe  the  vefTels.  On  thefe  accounts  it  will 
be  advifable  to  take  away  fome  blood ; to 
inject  cathartic  clyfters  ; to  apply  vejicato- 
ries  to  the  back  and  legs;  and,  when  the  pa- 
tient can  take  them,  brillc  cathartics^  diure- 
tics^ 8cc.  Afterwards  flimulants,  with  to- 
tiics  and  chalybeats  together  with  the  pro- 
phylaElics  already  mentioned,  will  have  good 
effedls.  Belide  the  two  fpecies  of  apoplexy 
fpoken  of,  praeflical  anatomy  has  difeovered 
others  occalioned  by  collecftions  of  matter ; 
and  fome  in  which  the  velTels  have  been 
found  diftended  with  air,  and  even  the  lon- 
gitudinal Jinus  containing  nothing  elfe.'‘ 

There  are,  moreover,  feveral  forts  of  both 
idiopathic  and  fymptomatic  apoplexy,  noticed 
by  Nofogolijls^  for  which  I muft  refer  to  Dr. 
Cullens  Nofolog.  Meth.  v.  ii. 

B 2 ' PHRE- 

* Vid.  Excellent.  Morgagni  Epift.  de  Caufis  et  Sedi- 
bus,  &c.  Epift.  V, 
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PUR  E N I PIS. 

From  the  great  quantity  of  blood  fent  to 
the  brain,  it  is  rendered  fubjedl  to  inflam- 
mation. The  fymptoms  of  which  are  great 
pain  and  heavinefs  in  the  head;  a quick  full 
pulfe  ; great  heat ; the  countenance  florid  ; 
rednefs  of  the  conjunliiva  ; Delirium’i  Pypho-. 
mania. 

Some  authors  fuppofe  a difference  be- 
tween inflammation  of  the  brain,  Phrenitis 
^ and  that  of  its  membranes,  which  they  call 
Phrenifmus,  but  they  feem  at  a lofs  how  to 
diftinguifh  the  fymptoms  of  one,  from  thofe 
of  the  other. 

Inflammation  of  the  brain  is  a difeafe  of 
the  mofl  alarming  nature,  and  requires  our 
utmofl  attention  and  mofl:  fpeedy  remedy. 
JBlood  muft  be  taken  away  freely  and  re- 
peatedly, according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms ; nitrated  clyflers 

mufl; 
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mufl  be  repeatedly  injeded,  and  cooling 
laxatives  adminiftered.  The  feet  muft 
be  bathed  in  tepid  water ; the  head  muft 
be  lliaved,  fponges  with  tepid  water  ap- 
plied to  it,  and  after  that  a veficatory.  The 
medicines  muft  be  cooling  and  diluting, 
fuch  as  barley  water  with  vegetable  acids, 
nitrated  emuhions,  and  other  neutral  anti- 
pblogijiics,  which  muft  be  continued  fo  long 
as  may  be  thought  neceflary,  to  procure  a 
compleat  refolution  of  the  inflammation,  as 
any  other  termination  muft  prove  fatal. 
Colledlions  ot  matter  have  been  found  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  brain,  of  thofe  who  died  of 
this  difeafe. 


CEPHALALGIA, 

An  opprefllve  pain  in  the  head  with  hea- 
vinefs,  which  though  frequently  fympto- 
matic^  yet  may  not  unfrequently  be  con- 
fidered  as  Idiopathic^  in  young  perfons 

efpecially, 
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efpecially,  and  thofe  of  fanguine  habits  ; in 
whom  it  is  often  brought  on  by  too  much 
expofure  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  hot  rooms, 
too  violent  exercife.  Should  it  become  fre- 
quent and  troublefome,  it  will,  in  general, 
be  foon  removed  by  bleeding,  gentle  laxa- 
tives, and  a temperate,  cooling,  and  diluting 
regimen.  In  this  head  ach,  the  proximate 
caiiPe  feems  to  be  diflra(dion,  more  or  lefs, 
of  fome  part  of  the  brain,  by  the  diftenlion 
of  the  blood  veffels ; for  the  membranes 
not  being  furnilhed  witli  nerves  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  infenfible. 

The  head  ach  is  not  unfrequently  fym- 
pathic^  as  in  the  cafe  of  indigeftion,  in  which 
cafe  a gentle  emetic  or  drinking  warm-wa- 
ter or  chamomile  tea  and  bitters  are  effectual. 


Young  perfons,  approaching  to  the  time 
of  puberty^  are  very  fubjecd;  to  head  ach, 
of  which  nature  relieves  them,  often  by 
fpontaneous  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  &c. 


CEPHA- 
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CEFHALM  A, 

* I 

This  is  a fevere  pain  of  the  tenfive  kind* 
in  the  external  parts  of  the  head,  alfeifling 
moftly  the  membranes,  the  Fericranium  and 
the  Aponeurofes  of  the  temporal  and  frontal 
mufcles,  extending  to  the  face  and  jaws, 
where  the  pain  is  often  very  violent ; thofe  ' 
parts  being  copioully  fupplied  with  nerves, 
from  the  fecond  branch  of  the  ffth  pair, 
which  alfo  furnifhes  the  principal  nerves  to 
the  teeth,  whence  arifes  the  fympathy  fo 
remarkable  in  thofe  parts.  It  often  attacks 
one  half  of  the  head,  and  is  then  called 
Hemicrania ; or  a very  fmall  part  or  point 
as  it  were,  and  is  then  termed  Clavus,  and 
very  often  the  temples  and  forehead.  It  is 
generally  chronical ; and  fometimes  periodi- 
cal of  the  quotidian  type. 

It  is  very  prone  to  return,  upon  changes 
of  the  weather  and  getting  cold;  to  prevent 
which,  care  muft  be  taken  to  guard  the  parts 
from  cold,  efpecially  in  the  night. 


Internal 
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Internal  medicines  are,  in  thefe  cafes,  lel- 
dom  of  much  ufe ; except  when  the  feverity 
of  the  pains  calls  for  anodynes.  Vefcato- 
ries  applied  to  the  part  or  behind  the  ears, 
often  give  relief.  Where  thefe  cannot  well 
be  applied,  warm  plaiflers  well  charged  with 
Opium;  Linamcnt.  Sapon.  cum  Opto;  epithems  of 
warm  ftimulants,  as  pepper  and  ginger 
moiftened  with  brandy;  or  milliard,  have 
often  given  eafe.  When  the  pains  are  pe- 
riodical, the  Bark  often  proves  efficacious. 
And  that  the  patient  may  be  fortified  againfl 
relapfes,  and  be  the  better  enabled  to  bear 
the  viciffitudes  of  weather,  Buxton,  fea-bath- 
ing,andexercife  on  horfeback  when  the  wea- 
ther is  fair  and  dry,  cannot  be  too  much 
recommended. 


VERTIGO. 

This  is  an  affedlion  of  the  Senforium^  in 
which  objedls  at  reft,  feem  to  be  in  motion; 
which  appears  to  be  rotatory^  or  undulate 
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lug  or  falling.  The  patient  too  feems  to 
turn  round  with  the  room  or  bed,  even 
when  his  eye-lids  are  clofed.  If  he  be  up, 
he  grows  dizzy  and  blind;  he  flaggers  and 
at  lafl  ialls. 

This  affedlion  is  in  general  fymptomatic 
or  fympathic.  Sometimes  it  is  occafioned 
by  indigeflion,  or  the  too  free  ufe  of  ine- 
briating liquors ; by  turning  frequently 
round  in  a fmall  circle  ; by  the  motion  of 
a veffel,  as  at  fea;  or  in  a carriage  going  over 
uneven,  undulating  ground. 

When  it  arifes  from  indigeflion,  an  emetic 
will  be  advifeable,  firfl  taking  away  fome 
blood,  if  the  patient  be  plethoric.  After 
thefe  a laxative  of  T'inEl.  Rhei.  and  'Twdl, 
Aloes,  and  after  all  fome  bitter  tofiics. 

The  other  /peeks  ceafe,  when  the  occa- 
fion  ceafes. 
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EPILEPSIA. 

The  immediate  caufe  of  this  afFe(5lion 
feems  to  be  irritation  of  the  medullary  fub- 
ftance,  but  what  the  nature  of  the  irritating 
caufe  is,  either  in  the  idiopathic  or  fympa- 
thic  Epikpfy^  does  not  appear.  Violent 
affedlions  of  the  7nind ; fudden  frights  ; 
hurts  of  the  head ; fome  poifons ; the  re- 
puhion  of  cutaneous  eruptions ; and  feveral 
other  exciting  caufes  are  mentioned  by  Au- 
thors^ which  it  would  be  to  little  purpofe  to 
enumerate,  as  the  treatment  muftbe  diredled 
by  the  judgment  of  the  Phyfician. 

The  Fit  comes  on  for  the  mod  part  fud- 
denly,  and  without  giving  the  patient  the 
lead  notice  of  its  approach,  fo  as  to  fecure 
himfelf  from  accidents  that  he  is  thereby 
liable  to.  But  it  is  fometimes  announced 
by  a pain  or  fpafm  in  fome  part  of  the 
body,  or  its  extremities,  from  whence  it 
proceeds  upwards,  in  fuch  manner,  that 

the 
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the  perfon  has  time  to  fecure  himfelf  from 
the  fail. 

In  refpedl  to  the  treatment^  nodilng  can 
be  done  in  the  Fit^  more  than  to  prevent  the 
patient  from  being  hurt  by  the  violent  con- 
vuhive  agitation ; and  to  take  care  that  his 

9 

flock  and  other  ligatures  be  let  loofe.  When 
he  is  pretty  well  recovered  from  the  fatigue 
of  the  Fit^  the  cure  may  be  attempted.  And 
in  the  firfl  place,  if  the  patient  be  of  a fan- 
guine  complexion,  and  in  fome  degree  ple- 
thoric^ it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  lofe  blood, 
which  will  be  a mean  of  preventing  what 
fometimes  happens  in  the  violence  of  the  Fit^ 
the  rupture  of  blood  vefTels  in  the  Brain 
and  the  confequence  an  Apoplexy.  After 
that,  it  may  be  proper  to  carry  off  any  offen- 
five  matter  that  may  be  lodged  in  the frjl 
palTages,  by  gentle  emetics.^  and  proper  ca- 
thartics. This  done,  trial  may  be  made  of 
Nervines  and  ylntifpafmodics.,7s^  the y^//Vgums, 
Camphor^  CaJloi\  Mujk.^  &c.  though  it  is  to 
be  lamented,  that  thefe  too  often  difappoint 
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our  wifhes,  and  feldom  do  much  good.  I 
have  fometimes  thought  my  patient  has  re- 
ceived benefit  from  Zincum  calcinatum. 

If  the  difeafe  fhould  return  periodically^ 
the  Bark  ought  to  be  tried,  and  may  be  of 
great  ufe,  as  in  fadl  it  has  been  found  to  be. 
It  fhould  be  given  eight  or  ten  days  before 
the  return  of  the  period in  the  quantity  of 
two  or  three  ounces,  and  then  be  left  off ; 
and  again  repeated  before  the  next  periodi- 
cal time ; and  be  thus  continued,  fo  long 
as  it  appears  to  be  of  ufe. 

Should  there  be  reafons  to  fufpedl  worms 
in  the  c^SQ^Ajithelminthics^wcB.  2isPulv.  Stanni^ 
8cc.  mufl  be  tried,  and  epithems  or  plaifters 
to  the  Epigajlrum, 

In  cafe  of  fudden  repulfion  of  eruptions 
on  the  fkin,  o*r  fcorbiitic  acrimony,  IJ^ues 
will  be  advifeable,  to  be  kept  open  a long 
time.  Harrogate  and  Scarborough  waters 
and  Sea-bathings  under  judicious  diredion, 
promife  confiderable  advantages. 

SPASMUS. 
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0 

This  is  a violent,  irregular  contraclion  of 
the  rnitfcles.^  or  fome  part  thereof.  If  it  affedl 
the  whole  body  with  rigid  {lilfnefs,it  is  called 
"Tetanus',  if  themufclesof  the  forepart  chiefly, 
Epi/lhotonus ; if  the  back  part  Opijlhotonos. 

It  is  a difeafe  which  feldom  happens  with 
us,  but  is  frequent  in  the  Indies^  both  Eaji 
and  Wejl,  and  in  the  IJlands. 

i 

I fliall,  therefore.,  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
thofe  Authors  who  have  feen  and  treated  the 
difeafe.,  — Hillary — Chalmers — London,  Med. 
Obfervat.  and  the  celebrated  Cullen.^  Nofolog. 
Method. 


TRISMUS;  or.  Locked  Jaw. 

This  is  a very  extraordinary  though  too 
common  affecflion,  of  which  I have  had 

the 
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the  mortification  to  fee  fome  injiances  that 
proved  fatal,  even  where  the  accident  ap- 
peared at  firft,  to  excite  not  much  attention. 
It  has  been  obferved  in  cafes  of  complicated 
fradiiires ; wounds  by  fire  arms,  or  their 
burfting  and  lacerating  the  hand  ; wounds 
and  pundlures  of  the  joints^  tendons^  apo- 
neurofes,  8cc.  of  the  hands  and  feet,  and 
fome  of  thefe  little  thought  of,  until  fome 
(liffnefs  of  the  jaw,  by  degrees  increafing, 
gave  the  alarm,  but  too  late  to  be  remedied. 
And  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  is  too  fre- 
quently the  cafe.  Opium  taken  liberally, 
and  frequently  repeated,  has  fometimes  been 
fuccefsful,  * but  has  often  failed.  In  cafes 
where  the  hand  has  been  much  lacerated  by 
the  burfting  of  the  piece,  the  danger  is  great. 
But  if  there  be  a probability  of  the  hand 
being  in  the  leaft  ufeful,  both  the  patient 
and  the  Surgeon  wifh  to  try  to  fave  it,  other- 
v.^ife  amputation  at  the  firft,  would  be  the 
only  mean  to  obviate  this  fatal  fymptom. 

CHOREA^ 


* London  Medical  Obferv.  vol.  i.  &c. 
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CHOREA,  S.  Sydenham. 

This  is  an  involuntary  convtilfive  motion 
of  fonie  or  all  the  mufcles  of  the  body.  It 
happens,  generally,  to  young  perfons  of  both 
fexes,  but  moftly  to  females  before  or  about 
the  time  of  Puberty,  after  which  time  it  ge- 
nerally goes  off ; in  the  mean  time,  it  is  the 
caufe  of  much  anxiety  to  the  patient  and 
their  friends,  by  its  long  continuance,  but 
it  feldom  fails  of  being  cured.  The  cure 
is  effected  by  medicines  of  the  nervine 
clafs,  and  Tonics  fuch  as  the  Bark  and  mild 
Chalybeats. 

Thus  far  I had  written,  when  a cafe  of 
Chorea  happened  in  my  own  family,  to  a 
girl,  about  twelve  years  old,  who,  without 
any  previous  complaint,  was  furprifed  one 
morning  by  a bleeding  at  the  nofe,  which 
returned  three  fucceffive  mornings  about  the 
fame  time,  and  then  ceafed  fpontaneoufy ; 
for  I did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  check  it, 
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fo  long  as  I faw  that  flie  bore  it  without  com- 
plaint ; and  the  whole  together  was  only 
about  eight  ounces.  She  then  appeared  to 
be  well,  but  rather  pale.  Some  days  after 
(lie  began  to  be  unfteady,  and  to  have  invo- 
luntary motions  in  her  fingers,  head,  and 
feet,  which  increafed  gradually,  until  file 
became  unable  to  walk,  or  hold  any  thing 
in  her  hands ; her  face  was  affected,  and  her 
tongue^  fo  that  file  could  not  fpeak  intelligi- 
bly ; in  fliort,  her  whole  body  was  in  con- 
ftaiit  agitation,  fo  that  in  bed,  means  were 
necellary,  to  prevent  her  throwing  herfelf 
out  of  it.  For  feveral  nights  fhe  got  no 
deep,  nor  feenied  to  want  it ; for  fhe  had  no 
other  complaint ; but  eat  her  vi(5luals  mo- 
derately, and  was  almofl  as  chearful  as  be- 
fore. I gave  her  fome  of  the  ufual  7iervines, 
the  fetids^  Camphor^  Cajior^  8cc.  I alfo  made 
trial  of  but  without  any  fenfible  effecl. 

I thought  of  Mujk^  but  firft  I determined  to 
try  Opium,  I gave  her  at  firft  eight  drops  of 
'TinEt.  Opii.  at  bed-time,  but  without  effedl  ; 
however,  I continued  it,  iiicreafmg  the  dole 
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■until  fhe  got  up  to  fvventy-five  drops  ; this 
did  not  make  her  deep,  but  her  agitation 
began  to  abate.  I then  gave  her  the  twenty- 
five  drops  about  fix  in  the  evening,  and  fif- 
teen more  about  nine,  this  produced  no  deep 
till  the  morning,  when  (he  dept  two  or  three 
hours  ; fhe  was,  however,  lefs  and  lefs  agi- 
tated, and  the  complaint  deemed  to  be  giving 
way.  After  a few  days  I increafed  the 
dofe  to  thirty-five  drops,  which  fhe  took  at 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  no  more.  She  yet 
got  no  deep  until  the  morning,  but  by  de- 
grees became  quite  dill  in  bed,  though 
awake,  and  began  to  walk,  but  not  deadily; 
her  hands  yet  very  much  agitated,  when 
die  wanted  to  take  hold  of  any  thing 
that  required  deadinefs  ; fo  that  die  fome- 
times  laughed  at  the  gedures  that  the  at- 
tempt produced.  She  took  TtnElure  of  the 
Bark  twice  a day,  while  fhe  ufed  the  T^inSf. 
Opii.  The  dofe  of  which  was'  gradually 
ledened  until  it  feemed  no  longer  necedary. 
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paralysis, 

» 

This  is  a fufpenfion  or  diminution  of  the 
power  of  motion  and  fenfation,  accompa- 
nied'often  with  drowfmefs. 

4 

If  it  affed  moft  of  the  lower  parts,  it  is 
called  Paraplegia;  if  one  fide  only,  Hemi- 
plegia, in  which  the  face  and  the  organs  of 
fpeech  are  often  alFeded ; but  thefe  feem 
only  different  degrees  of  the  fame  difeafe. 
Partial  Palfies  are  fometimes  cured,  but  often 
return.  They,  however,  fometimes  conti- 
nue for  many  years,  while  the  patient  is  in 
all  other  refpeds  well.  Even  Hemiplegia  is 
frequently  obferved  to  continue  in  this  man- 
ner. The  greater  degrees  are  feldom  cured, 
but  fometimes  end  in  Apoplexy,  As  the 
proximate  caufe  is  in  that  part  of  the  brain 
or  Medulla  Spinalis,  where  the  nerves  of 
the  part  affeded  have  their  origin,  or  be- 
tween that  and  their  termination,  the  cure 
is  dilEcult.  The  conaitution  and  habit 
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of  the  patient  mull  therefore  be  attended 
to.  If  the  patient  appear  to  be  plethoric 
or  of  a fanguine  complexion,  it  will  be. 
proper  to  take  away  fome  blood;  but  if, 
on  the  contrary,  he  look  rather  pale  and 
bloated,  bleeding  had  better  be  omitted ; 
and  the  medicines  muft  be  warm  and  ftimu- 
lating.  In  both  cafes,  hlljiertng  is  advife- 
able  ; the  vejicatories  Iliould  be  applied  to 
. different  parts  of  the  fplne^  fucceflively;  and 
to  the  part  affedted,  as  well  as  other  ftimu- 
lants.  Though  external  applications  feem 
to  contribute  but  little  to  the  cure : even 
that  feemingly  fubtile  and  powerful  agent 
EleBricity^  has  fallen  very  Ihort  of  what 
might  be  expedled  from  it ; but  as  it  has  in 
fome  cafes  been  ufeful,  it  deferves  to  be 
tried  in  limilar  cafes. 

The  Bath  waters  have  often  been  fuccefs- 
ful,  but  they  Ihould  be  ufed  under  the  di- 
redlion  of  a Phylician  upon  the  place. 

D 2 
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hydrocephalus. 
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HYDROCEPHALUS  internus. 

While  the  aflPedlions  of  the  brain  and  nerves 
are  tinder  conhderation,  I {hall  take  the  op- 
portunity of  employing  a few  thoughts  on 
Hydrocephalus  internus that  efpecially,  which 
feems  to  have  been  little  known  before  the 
time  of  the  ingenious  D.  Whytt,  It  has  ap- 
peared from  diffedfions,  that  water  has  been 
found  in  the  heads  of  fome,  who  have  died 
apopledlic  or  paralytic ; and  I have  feen  more 
than  one  inftance,  where  I fufpe6led  it  to  be 
the  caufe  of  a violent  pain  in  the  upper  part 
of  ,the  head,  attended  with  fpafmodic  affec- 
tions of  the  eyes  and  face  in  adults ; but 
have  not  had  opportunity  to  verify  my  con- 
jedlures  by  difl'edlion.  But  what  I have 
chiefly  in  view  at  prefent  is  that  fpecies 
deferibed  by  Z).  Whytt ^ whofe  defeription 
agreed  very  much  with  what  I obferved  in 
two  or  three  cafes  that  occurred  to  me 
fome  years  fince,  but  which  I could  not 
exaniine  after  death.  The fymptoms  were  rejl-- 

lejnefs; 


HYDROCEPHALUS. 


29 


lejfnefs  \ pain  in  the  head,  as  appeared  by  the 
frequent  motion  of  the  hand  up  to  the  head, 
with  ftarting  and  fudden  crying  out ; Jlrct- 
bifmus)  dilatatiOJi  of  the  pupil;  convulfioiis^  8cc. 
and  it  proved  for  the  moft  part  mortal.'  As 
aconvulfive  alFedlion  attended  with  feverifh- 
nefs,  it  had  been  treated  with  faline  febri- 
fuges^ nervous  medicines^  veficatories^  8cc. 

And  the  difeafe  happening  moft  fre- 
quently to  children,  the  fymptoms  have 
been  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  worms, 
which  are  known  to  produce  very  Anoma- 
lous appearances  ; hence,  among  other  me- 
dicines, fmall  dofes  of  Calomel  were  occa- 
fionally  recommended  to  be  made  ife  of  as  an 
Anthelminthic  only.  But  fmee  Hydrocephalus 
interfius  became  more  known,  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Percival.,  and  fome  others,  have  em- 
ployed Mercury  in  the  cure  of  it,  both 
internally  and  externally,  and  have  pub- 
lifhed  fome  cafes  in  which  it  has  been 
fuccefsful. 


It 
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It  is  certainly  an  afFedlion  that  demands 
the  moft  ferious  attention  and  judgment  of 
the  Phyfician,  to  diflingulfli  this  from  other 
cafes,  in  which  fome  of  the  fymptoms  are 
much  alike  : The  frequent  motion  of  the 
hand  to  the  ]it2i&,Jlrabifmus^  and  dilatation 
of  the  pupil,  feem  to  me  to  come  neareft 
to  ht  Pathognomic  fymptoms  of  this  afie<5lion. 


Section  II. 


Section  II. 

AFFECTIONS  of  the  EYES. 

OPHTHALMIA. 

I 

IlMII  -t1 

AS  I propofe  to  take  notice  of  thofe 
affedlions  of  the  Eyes  only,  that  do 
not,  in  general,  require  the  topical 
aid  of  a Surgeon^  I fliall  begin  with  that 
which  happens  mofl  frequently,  Injlamma- 
tion.  This  difeafe  is  attended  with  fymp- 
toms  more  or  lefs  painful  and  dangerous, 
according  to  the  degree  and  extent  of  it. 

The  mod  common  is  that  in  wdiich  the 
external  parts,  I mean  the  'Conjundliva^  Cor-  ' 
nea^  and  the  eye-lids  are  chiefly  affeded ; 


in 
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in  which  cafe  the  ufual  fymptoms,  are  pain 
and  a fenfation,  as  if  duft  or  fome  other  ex- 
traneous body  were  lodged  under  the  eye- 
lids ; rednefs  of  the  conjunEliva ; impatience 
of  light;  and,  in  general,  profulion  of  tears. 
When  the  affeedion  is  to  a greater  degree, 
the  above  fymptoms  are  increafed;  the  Cho- 
roidea  is  affeeded  ; the  Eye  is  fwelled  ; great 
pain  is  felt  at  the  bottom  of  the  orbit ; the 
pupil  looks  red ; and  the  fight  is  cloudy. 
When  this  is  the  cafe,  our  utmofl  attention 
mull  be  exerted  to  avert  the  bad  coiifequences 
that  may  enfue.  This  is  to  be  attempted 
by  copious  venefeEiions^  from  the  arm  and 
iho.  jugular  veins;  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  temples  ; brifk  Cathartics ; Anodyne 
fomentations;  warm  vapour  and  Cataplafms ; 
Veficatorles  behind  the  ears,  and  the  neck ; 
and  warm  Pediluvia. 

The  milder  degree  of  Ophthalrny^  will  re- 
quire a treatment  fomewhat  limilar,  but 
more  gentle  ; when  the  injlammatory  fymp- 
toms and  pain  are  much  abated,  it  may  be 
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proper  to  ufe  a Collyrium^  fuch  as  the  fol- 
lowing Aq,  Ros:  Mljl.  Camphorat:  a a h, 
Extra&.  Saturn,  gutt.  xii.  of  which  two  or 
three  drops  warm  may  be  dropped  into  the 
eye,  three  or  four  times  a day.  To  two 
parts  of  this  may  be  added  one  part  of 
T.  Op’ll,  occalionally.  In  fome  cafes  of 
Ophthalmy^  I have  made  ufe  of  Calomel.,  with 
manifeft  advantage.  In  others,!  have  found 
the  Bark  and  other  tomes  ufeful ; efpecially 
in  patients  of fcrophulous.,  and  relaxed  habits. 
And  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  return 
of  the  diforder,  I would  recommend  the 
wafliing  of  the  face  and  eyes,  every  morn- 
ing, in  cold  'ivell-water ; of  the  good  effe(5ls 
of  which,  among  other  inftances,  one  is  re- 
lated by  the  indefatigable  Morgagni^  as  ex- 
perienced by  himfelf.  * Who,  from  being 
fubjedl,  in  his  younger  years,  to  weak  and 
frequent  fore  • eyes,  was,  by  this  means, 
enabled  to  carry  on,  and  finifh,  his  great 
work  at  the  age  of  eighty.,  without  fpe<5lacles. 

E The 

* De  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum,  &c.  Ep.  xiii.  art.  24. 
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The  bad  confequences  of  inflammation  of 
the  Internal  parts  of  the  eyes  fuch  as  matter 
between  the  lamina  of  the  Cornea ; adheflon 
of  the  Uvea  to  the  Cornea  ; opacity  of  this, 
by  fmall  papula  or  ulceration^  muft  have 
the  aid  of  a fldlful  Surgeon.  I fliall  only 
add,  that  fmall  fpecks  on  the  Cornea^  often 
wear  off  by  degrees,  or  with  the  alTiftance 
of  fome  mild  deterfive  collyrium. 


AMAUROSIS. 

This  alarming  aflFedlion,  known  by  the 
barbarous  name  of  Gutta  Serena.^  is  fome- 
times  preceded  by  Cephalalgia.,  and  fome- 
times  comes  on  fuddenly.  Its  approach  is 
fometimes  announced  by  the  appearance  of 
black  fpots  or  films,  or  hairs,  floating  in  the 
air  ; efpecially  when  the  perfoii  looks  upon 
white  paper,  fnow,  or  ocher  white  objecflis ; 
but  this  criterion  is  fallible,  as  perfons  often 
have  fuch  appearances  for  years,  without 
that  confequence. 
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This  affection  is  a deprivation  of  fight, 
without  any  other  apparent  change  in  the 
than  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  and  its 
want  of  contraction,  on  the  approach  of 
ftrong  light.  The  caufe  is  fomething  that 
affects  the  optic  nerve. 

This  has  been  found  to  be  fometlmes 
a fluid  in  the  lateral  ventricles,  by  its  quan- 
tity, coinprefling,  or  by  its  acrimony,  irri- 
tating the  'Thalami  Nervorum  Opticorum^  the 
Corpora ftrlata^  or  the  Optic  nerves,  at  their 
origin,  or  in  their  progrefs  to  the  orbit : 
this  nerve,  having,  in  thefe  cafes,  been 
found  to  be  fometimes  comprefled  by  tu- 
mours; its  fubftance  changed  and  diffolved, 
or  walled ; and  fometimes  even  twifted 
as  it  were,  in  cafes  where  the  globe  has 
been  much  turned  about  by  the  convulfive 
adlion  of  its  mufcles. V,  Morgagni.  * 

It  has  fometimes  come  on  fuddenlv  with- 
out any  evident  caufe,  as  happened  fome 

E 2 years 

* De  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum,  &c.  Ep.  xiil.  art.  24, 
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years  iince  to  a Miner,  in  the  copper-mines 
near  Richmond,  a young  man,  about  thirty, 
■who  was  {truck  blind  on  a fudden,  about 
ten  days  before  he  came  to  the  Hofpital ; 
without  any  previous  indifpofition,  as  he 
faid.  In  him  the  Pupil  was  fo  much  di- 
lated, that  very  little  of  the  Iris  was  to  be 
feen.  Various  ilimulating  nervous  medi- 
cines, and  applications  were  tried ; among 
the  reft  Elediricity  for  fome  time  ; but  find- 
ing no  benefit,  he  grew  impatient  and  left: 
the  Hofpital,  as  he  came  in.  Mercury  has 
been  advifed  in  this  cafe,  and  deferves  to  be 
tried.  Millepede  too  are  extolled  by  fome, 
and  may  be  fafely  tried,  though,  I fear, 
their  efiicacy  is  not  very  confiderable. 

\ 

If  dimnefs  of  fight  happen  to  perfons  of 
a plethoric  habit,  and  be  attended  with  dull 
pain  or  heavinefs  ; VenefeBion  and  Cathartics 
will  be  highly  neceffary.  And  as  a preferva- 
tive,  tempo'ance  and  a due  degree  of  labour 
or  exercife  will  be  moit  advifeable. 
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SUFFUSTO. 

CataraB  is  an  opacity  of  the  Chryjlalline 
Lens^  a fubftance  which  conhils  of  thin  la?ni-> 
nee  and  a very  fine  fluid  ; both  of  fuch  ex- 
treme tenuity^  as  to  form  a body  of  the  moft 
perfedl  tranfparency^  like  the  pureft  chryjial^ 
from  which  it  has  its  name.  It  is  of  the 
utmofl  importance  to  perfect  vifion  : fo  that 
in  proportion,  as  that  transparency  is  im- 
paired, the  fight  is  more  or  lefs  imperfe(51:. 
This  is  often  the  cafe  in  old  age  when,  from 
being  perfedily  tranfparent  and  invifible,  it 
becomes  ‘wbitijlo  or  yellow^  and  renders  the 
fight  dim.  Thus  it  is  in  the  CataraB^  and 
to  fuch  a degree  as  to  refufe  a pafTage  to 
the  rays  of  light : having  paffed  through 
feveral  gradations  of  conSJlcnce^  until  at 
laft,  it  becomes  folid.  In  fome  cafes  it 
has  been  found foft  and  pulpy  ; in  others  its 
fubftance  has  been  wafted,  nothing  but 
a pellicle  remaining.  Other  examples  of 
opacity  of  the  Chryjlalline^  are  to  be  found 
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in  the  works  of  the  egregious  Haller ; 
Morgagni^  8cc. 

All  that  can  be  done  here  is  to  remove 
the  opaque  body  from  behind  the  pupil,  either 
by  couching,  or  extradlion  ; the  choice  and 
performance  of  which  muft  be  left  to  the 
fldll  and  dexterity  of  a Surgeon, 


L I P P I T U D 0, 

This  is  an  affedtion  of  the  Eye-lids,  but 
efpecially  of  the  Ear  si.  The  edges  are  fwelled, 
and  the  ciliary  glands  difcharge  a more  than 
ordinary  quantity  of  their  fluid,  which  with 
the  difcharge  from  the  excoriated  parts,  forms 
a yellow  matter  that  caufes  the  palpebrce  to 
flick  together,  fo  as  not  to  be  feparated 
without  great  care. 

This  aflecflion  is  fometimes  very  trouble- 

fome 

* Opufcula  Pathalog.  Obf.  iii. Morgagni  Ep.  Ixlii. 
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fome  and  tedious  ; more  fo  in  general  than 
Opthalmia, 

The  cure  may  be  begun  by  VencfeElion^  if 
the  perfon  be  inclined  to  Plethora^  for  it  is 
not  always  necelfary  ; mild  purgatives^  pre- 
ceded by  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel^  are  in  ge- 
neral ufeful ; thofe  to  be  fucceeded  by  Alter- 
atives ; fuch  as  JEthiops  Mineralist  Spongia 
ttjia^  DecoEl : Lignorum, — Aq.  Colds,  comp: 
In  the  mean  time  fome  external  applications 
will  be  advifeable ; fuch  as  warm-water  with 
a little  brandy ; fea  nseater  warm,  8cc.  At 
bed-time  the  application  of  Unguent : l^utiee 
or  U?ig : Cerujpe  acetatee^  fpread  very  thin 
upon  old  rag,  and  laid  upon  the  edges  of 
the  Eye-lids.  To  confirm  the  z\xxt.,Jea-hath- 
. ing.^  and  fometimes  an  ijfue  may  be  necelfary. 

Pujlules ; fmall  encyjled  T’mnors;  Hordeola., 
Sac.  I mull  leave  to  the  care  of  the  Surseon^ 
whofe  afliftance  they  fometimes  require. 
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S TRA  BIS  M US— DIPL  0 PI  A, 

The  little  I have  to  fay  upon  Squintings 
and  double  vifion,  I include  in  the  fame  arti- 
cle, becaufe  of  their  affinity  in  their  proxi- 
mate caufe,  which  I fuppofe  to  be  a paralytic 
alfedlion  of  fome  of  the  mufcles  of  the  eyes, 
or  a preternatural  contraddion  or  convuljion  of 
their  antagonijls : by  which  the  Optic  Axes  are 
not  exaclly  directed  to  the  object.  The  caufes 
of  double-fight  are  nearly  fimilar  ; but  this  to 
me,  feems  more  owing  to  a paralytic^  than 
to  a convidfve  affedfion,  if  it  be  -always 
(as  it  was  in  the  cafes  that  I have  met 
with)  attended  with  a falling-down  of  the 
upper  eye-lid  ; a cafe  that  is  very  trou- 
blefome  and  inconvenient,  as  well  as  alarm- 
ing to  the  patient,  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  worfe  confequences.  However,  in 
the  cafes  that  I have  feen,  the  patients  were, 
in  every  other  refpecf,  perfectly  well^  fo 
that  in  them  it  was  purely  local. 


As 
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As  to  the  method  of  cure;  internal  medi- 
cines feem  to  have  but  little  effect.  It  may, 
however,  happen  that  venefe6lioji  may  be 
proper  and  neceffary,  as  in  cafe  the  patient 
Ihould  be  plethoric  ; and  it  cannot  be  amifs 
to  try  fome  nervines  and  Jlhnulants.  Exter- 
nal applications  to  the  eye-lids,  forehead, 
and  temples,  mufl  be  Jlimulant^  fuch  as  Sp. 
Rorifmar.  Sp.  Vin.  camphorat.  animated  with 
a moderate  portion  of  Sp.  volat.  aromat, 
which  may  be  applied  two  or  three  times  a 
day. 

It  might  be  expelled  that  EleSlricity  would 
be  ufeful  in  this  cafe  ; but  I have  known  it 
tried,  not  only  without  the  defired  effedl  but 
the  contrary,  the  eye-lid  being  ftill  more  let 
down  by  it,  which  I fhould  not  have  fup- 
pofed ; but  I was  affured  of  the  fad;,  by  the 
patient  himfelf. 
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On  the  EAR. 
0 r A L G I A. 


This  wonderful  organ  Is  fubjea  to  va- 
rious affedions,  fome  of  which  are 
attended  with  very  alarming  fymp- 
toms;  and  others  by  which,  though  life  be 
not  endangered,  yet  the  fenfe  of  hearing  is 
often  irrecoverably  deftroyed. 

Difeafes  of  the  Ears  may  be  divided  into 
external^  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  affed  the 
Meatus  auditorms  exterfius  only;  and  interna^ 
or  thofe  that  attack  the  Membrana  T’ympani^ 
the  mufcles  of  the  Malleus^  Incus  ^ St  apes, 

the 
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the  membrane  that  lines  the  Tympanum^  the 
Vejlible,  the  Cochlea^  and  the  femicircular 
Canals ; together  with  that  important  part 
the  expanlion  of  the  Portio  mollis  of  the  fe- 
venth  pair,  or  Auditory  nerve,  on  the  feveral 
parts  juft  mentioned. 

The  Par  is  fubjetft  to  rheumatic  afte<51;ions, 
from  catching  cold,  which  occaiions  vio- 
lent pain,  and  even  fome  degree  of  fever. 
But  this  may  be  removed,  by  the  appli- 
cation of  warm  vapour,  an  anodyne  fomen- 
tation, a poultice  of  white  bread  put  into  a 
flannel  bag,  or  a boiled  turnip,  applied  in 
the  fame  manner. 

But  Ihould  thefe  not  fucceed,  and  the 
pain  be  vei'y  violent,  attended  with  fever, 
watchings,  &c.  tlie  patient  muft  have  fome 
blood  taken  away,  and  this  repeated,  accord- 
ing to  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms  and 
conftitution  of  the  perfon ; the  belly  muft 
be  emptied  by  clyfters,  to  which  Nitre 
Ihould  be  added,  and  moderate  cathartics, 
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His  drink  may  be  fmall  fubacid  liquids,  ni- 
trated emulfions;  externally,  fomentations, 
warm  vapour,  cataplafms,  and  pedihivia. 
In  fliort,  every  thing  that  may  tend  to 
check  the  inflammation,  and  promote  refo- 
lutlon^  mull  be  done;  as  Jiippuratlon  would 
probably  injure  the  organ  fo  much  as  to 
occafion  the  lofs  of  that  fenfe. 

This  is  what  fometimes  adlually  happens 
in  fevers,  by  tranjlatiofi  of  the  morbifc  mat- 
ter. Of  which  I have  feen  fome  inftances  ; 
one  of  which  I fliall  relate.  Being  deflred 
to  viflt  a boy  about  eleven  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  feveral  days  in  a Fever^  I found 
that  the  Fever  was  declining,  but  there  was 
a conflderable  difcharge  of  matter  from  both 
his  ears  I was  apprehenflve  that  irrepara- 
ble mifchief  was  done  to  the  internal  ear^ 
and  all  that  I could  do  now,  was  to  endea- 
vour to  heal  the  ulcer.  This  I attempted 
to  do  by  the  ufe  of  balfamics^  fuch  as  Balf. 
copaiva^  Balf.  traimat.  tempered  with  vitelU 
ovi^  of  which  three  or  four  drops  were  drop- 
ped 
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ped  in  two  or  three  times  a day,  with  a little 
cotton  wool  upon  it.  The  difcharge  dimi- 
niflied  gradually,  and  at  lafl  totally  ceafed ; 
but  the  boy  became  quite  deaf;  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  that,  in  the  courfe  of  a very  few 
months,  his  fpeech  was  fo  inarticulate  as  to 
be  a mere  unintelligible  gabble.  More  fuch 
inflances  might  be  mentioned,  but  the  cafe 
is,  I fear,  fo  common,  as  to  make  it  unne- 
celTary  for  me  to  dwell  any  longer  on  the 
fubjecd.  Another  caufe  of  deafnefs,  I fliall 
juft  mention,  and  that  is  concretion  of  the 
T’uba  EnJIachiana  in  venereal  cafes,  noticed 
by  Boerhaave.  * ♦ 

Deafnefs  is  fometimes  occalioned  by  in- 
durated cerumen^  or  other  extraneous  bodies. 
When  it  is  caufed  by  hardened  wax,  it  is 
eafily  removed  by  dropping  in  warm  water, 
alone,  or  animated  with  a little  brandy,  or 
a few  drops  of  Sp.  volat.  aromat.  about 
twelve  to  an  ounce  of  water.  This  to  be 
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dropped  into  the  ears-,  alternately,  every 
night,  and  after  that,  if  it  fhould  be  tliought 
neceflary  to  fyringe  the  ear,  it  may  be  done 
with  an  infufion  of  rofemary  or  fage. 

In  complaints  of  deafnefs,  the  ears  fhould 
always  be  looked  into.  Some  years  fince  a 
country-man  came  to  me  to  be  cured  of 
hardnefs  of  hearing.  After  fome  inquiry, 
I examined  one  ear,  in  which  I perceived 
fomething  black,  which,  witli  a pair  of 
fmall  pincers,  I extradled  ; the  other  ear 
was  then  examined,  and  ti'eated  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  man  immediately  faid  he 
could  hear  very  well,  and  thought  it  a mi- 
raculous cure.  The  obftru(5tion  was  formed 
by  filaments  of  black  wool,  that  he  had  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  wearing,  which  mixing 
with  the  cerumen^  had  formed  a hard  ball 
that  filled  up  the  MeatuSy  fo  as  to  exclude 
all  ordinary  founds. 
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^ I '^HlSfubjedl  maybe  thought  tobemif^ 
H placed,  and  that  it  might  have  been 
more  properly  conlidered  among 
the  afFeclions  of  the  Brain.  But  the  truth 
is,  I thought  to  have  omitted  it  entirely; 
and  if  I Ihould  be  allied  the  reafon  for  palT- 
ing  over  a malady  fo  peculiarly  affe61;ing,  I 
fliould  have  faid  that  perfons  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  are  for  the  moft  part  put  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  make  it  their  buli- 
nefs  to  take  care  of,  and  treat  fuch  patients. 
And  this,  not  always  on  account  of  their 
fuppofed  fuperior  fldll,  but  becaufe  of  their 
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being  provided  with  the  means  to  be  em- 
ployed, when  coercion  is  neceflary ; and  with- 
out which  little  is  to  be  done.  Indeed  I am 
perfuaded  that,  in  many  cafes,  the  Keeping 
alone,  does  more  towards  the  cure  than 
any  thing  elfe.  This  is,  efpecially,  the  cafe 
with  patients  of  fuperior  rank  and  fortune, 
and  for  this  fimple  reafon,  that  having  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  commanding^  and  of 
being  implicitly  obeyed,  by  their  family  and 
fervants^  they  cannot  bear  to  be  contradidled 
by  them,  and  upon  the  leaft  oppofition  are 
put  into  a violent  fit  of  rage : fo  that  we 
daily  fee  fuch  patients,  in  general,  much 
more  placid  and  compofed,  and  more  eafily 
governed  by  f rangers^  and  thofe  who  feem 
todifregard  their  anger,  than  by  their  friends. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  they  acquire  a compo- 
fure  which  at  lafl  becomes  habitual,  and 
thus  they  are  often  cured  with  very  little 
medicine.  This  leads  me  to  fay  a little  more 
on  the  fubject. 

Coercion  then,  if  necefliiry,  is  the  firfi;  ftep 
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to  be  taken.  The  next  thing  to  be  confldered, 
is  the  conjiitution-,  habit^  and  temper  of  m ‘md 
of  the  patient.  If  he  be  of  a firm  habit, 
flrong  and  fanguine,  VenefeElion^  Emetics^  and 
Cathartics  will  be  advifeable ; in  the  mean 
time,  he  muft  have  fpare  diet,  and  water  or 
fmall  beer  for  drink.  This  method  is  often 
fuccefsful  in  occafional  Infanity^  brought  on 
by  exceflive  drinking,  which  fometimes  will 
continue  for  weeks,  and  at  lafl  leave  the  pa- 
tient perfeflly  found  of  mind,  fo  long  as  he 
keeps  himfelf  fober. 

When  the  patient’s  flrength  has  been  thus 
reduced  to  a more  moderate  date,  we  mufl 
temporize, 'and  endeavour  to  find  out  what 
are  the  moll  prevailing  ideas  that  occupy 
his  mind.  For  it  is  often  fo  much  engaged 
with  fome  one  objedl  or  train  of  ideas,  on 
which  the  perfon  is  continually  intent,  as 
abfolutely  to  exclude  all  others.  This  train 
or  chain  we  mufl  endeavour  to  difturb  and 
break  into.  We  may  attempt  this  by  nau- 
feating  medicines,  fuch  as  ‘Tart.  Emeticus^  or 
Ipecacuanha^  in  fmall  dofes : to  be  repeated 
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from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  efFe(5t 
they  may  have ; and  at  the  fame  time  en- 
deavour to  apply  to  his  underftanding,  when- 
ever there  is  an  opportunity.  Such  is  the 
treatment  that  may  be  proper  in  maniacal 
Infanity. 

When  it  is  of  the  melancholic  kind,  evacu- 
ations mull  be  very  fparingly  ufed.  The 
patient  mull  be  treated  with  gentlenefs  and 
kindnefs,  and  mull  be  encouraged.  The 
medicines  mull  be  Nervine^  Anti/pofmodic^  - 
and  Cordial.  Amongft  others  Camphor  has 
been  conlidered  as  a fedative  in  cafes  of  In- 
fanity;  and  in  this  fpecies  may  be  joined  to 
other  nervines  or  cordials — but  in  x\\e.-ma- 
7iiacal  fpecies,  it  Ihould  be  joined  with  Nitre. 

Infanity  is  fometimes  owing  to  a tranjla- 
tion  of  morbid  humours  from  the  furface 
of  the  body  to  the  brain,  fuch  as  eruptions 
of  various  kinds,  ulcers^  &c.  &c.  In  fuch 
cafes,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  ufe  vapour 
and  warm  baths ; veficatories  to  be  kept 
open  for  fome  time  ; and  iilues  in  the  mod 
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commodious  places,  as  the  inlide  of  the 
thighs,  8cc.  Convalefcents  will  receive  great 
benefit  from  air  and  exercife,  whofe  recovery 
it  will  accelerate  and  tend  to  confirm. 

Sometimes  it  has  been  known  to  arife 
from  violent  mental  affedlions,  fuch  as,  Loue^ 
'Terror^  Defpondency^  8cc.  And  in  fome  it 
feems  to  be  purely  mental^  and  without  any 
procat arEiic  caufe  whatever, that  can  be  recol- 
lected ; and  fuch  kinds  of  Infanity  are,  for 
the  moll  part,  incurable^ 

The  violently  maniacal  are  fbmetimes 
obliged  to  be  treated  with  rigour  and  clofe 
confinement,  but  this  treatment  muft  be 
tempered  with  Humanity^  and  carried  no 
farther  than  fecurity  requires.  Camphor  feems, 
in  this  fpecies,  to  be  a fcdative  that  deferves  to 
be  tried;  fifteen  grains,  with  as  much  Nitre, 
may  be  repeated  once  in  fix  or  eight  hours 
according  to  the  effeCl  that  it  has. 
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Dread  of  water,  that  formidable fymp^ 
tom  that  happens  to  perfons  who  have 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  bitten  by 
a mad  dog,  cat,  or  other  mad  animal,  is  one 
of  the  moft  difficult  to  account  for,  as  it  is  of 
all  affedlions  the  moft  dreadful.  And  what 
renders  the  cafe  truly  pitiable  is  this,  that 
the  patients  are  often  too  fenfible  of  their 
condition.  This,  added  to  the  confideration, 
that  it  is  a malady  which  having,  in  general, 
refilled  the  power  of  all  the  remedies  hi- 
therto recommended,  however  dignified 
with  the  fpecious  title  of  fpectfics ; many 
Phyfc'tans  of  experience  and  eminence  in 
their  profeffion,  among  others  the  late  Dr, 
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Fotherglll,  have  candidly  declared  their  dif- 
fidence of  the  virtues  of  them  all.  And 
this  they  feem  to  have  done  with  the  laud- 
able intention  of  preventing  the  lofs  of 
that  time  which  fhould  be  employed  im- 
mediately in  ufmg  the  moll  rational  means, 
that  can  be  thought  of,  to  prevent  the  m- 
tromijfion  of  the  Virus  into  the  blood.  For 
we  find  that  its  progrefs  is  in  general  flow. 
In  two  cafes  that  came  under  my  notice, 
the  fymptoms  did  not  come  on  until  about 
five  or  fix  weeks  after  the  perfons  were 
bitten ; and  I am  inclined  to  think,  that  is 
the  mofl  ufual  time  of  the  fymptoms  com- 
ing on. 

The  moil  rational  means  feem  to  be,  either 
to  cut  out  the  wounded  part  entirely,  or  if 
that  fliould  not  be  pradlicable  to  enlarge 
the  wound,  or  make  fcarifications  and  ap- 
ply cupping-glaffes  to  promote  a free  dif- 
charge  of  blood ; after  that  to  apply  balfa- 
viics  mixed  with  irritafits^  to  promote  a large 
difcharge  of  matter ; and  not  to  fuffer  the 

wound 
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wound  to  heal,  but  keep  it  open  fix  weeks 
or  more.  This  feems  to  be  preferable  to 
cauter'fzing  the  wound.  But  lliould  this  be 
preferred,  it  ought  to  be  done  immediately, 
and  if  pra6licable  to  fuch  a depth,  as  to  de- 
ftroy  not  only  the  wounded  part,  but  with 
that,  fome  portion  of  the  found  flefh,  lead 
any  particles  of  the  Virus  fhould  be  fhut  in, 
before  a free  difeharge  can  be  brought  on. 
To  thefe,  or  hmilar  means,  may  be  added  the 
rubbing  in  Mercurial  ointment  about  the 
wound,  to  the  quantity  of  one  drachm  every 
fecond  or  third  day,  but  not  fo  long  as  to 
falivate  the  patient.  It  will  be  right  like- 
wife  to  give  the  patient  fuch  medicines  as 
have  been  thought  fliccefsful ; fuch  as  Pulv. 
antilyjjus ; the  Ponqnin  medicine,  confiding 
of  Mujk  and  Cinnabar;  Camphor;  Opium,  &c. 
which  muft  be  given  in  a folid  form.  An- 
tifpafmodics  feem  to  be  the  moll  likely  to  be 
of  ufe : for  not  onlv  the  affeclion  of  the  Gula 
feems  evidently  but  the  Heart  itfelf 

feems  to  be  peculiarly  affedied,  the  pulfe 
being  irregular,  and  fometimes  flow,  except 
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when  it  is  accelerated  by  the  violent  efforts 
that  the  affliEled  fometimes  make,  feeiningly 
to  fly  from  the  inexpreflible  terror  that  by 
turns  feizes  them:  of  this  I faw  two  inflances. 
One  was  in  a man,  afliftant  to  the  huntfman, 
who  was  {lightly  wounded  between  his  finger 
and  thumb,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  give 
a medicine  to  a hound.  Three  days  after  he 
went  to  Cohie^  where  he  took  Hill's^  or,  as  it 
is  alfo  called,  the  OrjnJklrk fpeclfic^  and  flridlly 
obferved,  as  he  told  me,  the  regimen  after 
he  came  home  for  a fortnight,  which  wavS 
the  time  prefcribed  to  him.  He  went  on 
with  his  bufinefs,  which  was  that  of  a cob- 
ler,  for  about  five  weeks  from  the  time  of 
the  accident.  One  evening  he  complained  of 
pain  in  his  back  and  limbs,  as  if  he  had  got 
cold,  and  went  to  bed.  His  wife,  upon  this, 
got  him  fome  ale,  which  fhe  made  warm  to 
make  him  fweat ; bat  upon  offering  it  to 
him,  he  bid  her  keep  off,  as  he  could  not 
bear  the  fight  of  it.  The  next  morning  I faw 
him.  He  had  about  twelve  ounces  of  blood 
taken  away,  which  appeared  to  be  perfectly 

well 
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well  conditioned,  and  he  was  ordered  into 
the  Hofpital.  A warm-bath  was  prepared 
into  which  he  was  put;  this  feemed  to  make 
him  very  uneafy,  efpecially  when  it  rofe 
up  to  his  bread,  or  his  face  was  fprinkled 
with  it : He  feemed  to  fulfer  fo  much,  that 
I had  him  taken  out  of  the  bath  and  put  to 
bed.  I fliould  have  mentioned,  that  the 
ground  being  covered  with  fnow  and  the 
air  brill?:,  in  coming  out  of  his  houfe,  he 
fhrunk  back,  as  if  the  light  from  the  fnow 
and  the  air  adecled  him,  and  appeared  terri- 
fied. When  he  got  to  bed  he  feemed  quiet, 
until  I defired  him  to  let  me  give  him  a little 
beer,  which  I perfuaded  him  to  do,  though 
with  apparent  uneafinefs.  I took  the  beer 
in  my  hand,  and  drawing  near  to  the  bed, 
he  ftarted  up  in  the  utmofi:  terror,  fo  that, 
his  hair  flood  on  end,  and  he  crept  into  a cor- 
ner as  if  trying  to  get  away ; I perfuaded 
him,  however,  to  try  to  take  the  beer,  upon 
which  he  took  the  veflel  in  both  his  hands, 
hurried  it  to  his  mouth,  and  fwallowed  fome 
of  it ; he  then  got  under  the  bed  cloaths, 
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and  feemed  happy  that  he  had  got  it  over. 
From  this  time  nothing  fluid,  nor  fcarce  any 
thing  could  be  got  down.  He  gradually 
grew  worfe  and  worfe,  and  died  in  about 
eight  and  forty  hours.  While  he  lived,  and 
in  the  intervals  of  his  paroxyfms  of  terror^  he 
was  perfe6tly  fenfible,  fo  as  to  give  his  di- 
re6lions  about  the  work  he  had  in  hand. 
The  paroxyfms  would  be  brought  on  by 
feeing  any  of  his  friends,  whom  he  then 
would  defire  to  keep  away  from  him.  His 
voice  towards  the  lafl  grew  very  hollow  and 
hoarfe,  and  he  fpit  out,  as  the  faliva  formed. 

The  other  cafe  was  in  a fchool-boy  who 
was  bitten  in  the  lip  by  a favourite  hound 
as  he  was  carefTing  him ; but  his  being  mad 
not  being  fufped:ed  at  the  time,  little  notice 
was  taken  of  it,  and  the  lip  being  but  flightly 
wounded,  foon  healed.  About  five  weeks 
after,  he  was  fent  home  with  fymptoms  of 
Hydrophobia.  An  eminent  Phyficlan  was  fent 
for,  who  did  all  that  was  pofhble,  but  with- 
out effedl.  I was  then  defired  to  fee  him. 
All  our  endeavours  were  fruitlefs  j and  he 
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died  about  the  third  day.  It  was  fhocklng 
to  fee  him  in  the  paroxyfms,  jumping  over 
the  bed,  backwards  and  forwards  ; fwarm- 
ing  up  the  bed  polls ; leaping  up  and  down, 
until  he  was  quite  exhaulted,  and  then  fitting 
down  and  talking  rationally,  fenlible  of  his 
condition,  and  praying  God  to  deliver  him 
out  of  his  mifery. 

Bathing  by  furprize  and  half  drowning 
the  patients,  in  this  calamitous  Hate,  having 
often  proved  pernicious,  always  dreadful, 
and  often  fatal  to  the  poor  fufferer^  has  loll 
much  of  the  credit  it  formerly  had,  and  that 
not  without  very  good  reafon. 

Throwing  the  patient  into  a pond,  as  being 
the  only  remedy  againft  this  terrible  malady, 
and  .propofed  by  Celfiis,  has  not  fucceeded 
with  Phyficians might  have  been  expedled, 
from  the  praifes  bellowed  upon  fo  many  of 
them  as  are  mentioned  by  Etinuller.  The 
experience  of  Forejius  and  Pulpius^  which  is 
referred  to,  lliews  it  to  have  been  meant, 
rather  as  prefervatlve  than  curative.  * 

* Vid.  Morgagni  de  Cauf.  ct  Sedib.  Ep.  8.  art.  26.  Sic. 
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Section  I. 

The  HEART 


This  wonderful  organ,  xheprlmiim  mo- 
bile in  the  animal  Oeconomy^  is  from, 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  life  in 
perpetual  motion.  And  though  it  be  a mttf- 
cky  compofed  of  fibres,  apparently  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  other  mufcles,  yet  there  is  this  ma- 
terial difference,  that  whereas  all  other  mufcles 
after  much  a(5lion,  require  long  intervals  of 
repofe,  this  little  organ  never  refts,  but  con- 
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tinues  ailing  day  and  night,  not  lefs  than 
eighty  times  in  a minute,  for  feventy  years, 
and  often  many  more. 

From  this  general  fuppofition  of  mufcles 
requiring  intervals  of  reft,  to  recruit  and  ena- 
ble them  to  renew  their  aSlion^  Phyfiologijls 
fuppofe,  that  during  Something  is  rejiorcd 
to  them  which  had  been  dijp,pated  during 
their  aStion^  but  allowing  this,  that  alone  does 
not  feem  to  evince  the  necejfity  of  fleep,  fmce 
■whether  we  ufe  little  or  much  a6lion,  or  even 
fit  ftill,  we  become  fleepy,  and  if  we  are  in 
health  cannot  long  do  well  without  it.  More- 
over we  know  that  the  Heart  never  refts. 

When  the  Brain  was  under  confideration, 
I took  notice  that  it  is  by  means  of  the  nerves 
that  the  Mind  perceives,  and  executes  its  vo- 
litions. But  the  Heart  is  not,  as  other  mnf- 
cles  are,  fubjedl  to  the  will.,  but  is  endued 
with  a property  prior  to  the  nervous  injluence., 
by  which  it  may  be  excited  to  motion  even 
after  death',  though  that  infuence  be  neceflary 
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to  enable  it  to  adl  with  force  and  energy.  This 
property  is  called  Irritability.,  which  belongs 
chiefly  to  the  Heart  and  Intejlhies.,  and  re- 
mains for  fome  little  time  after  death  in. 
Man;  but  in  fome  animals  much  longer, 
even  after  the  head  and  all  poflible  commu- 
nication with  the  nerves  has  been  cut  off 
To  this  principle  is  probably  owing,  the  con- 
flant  motion  of  the  heart,  and  that  of  its 
motion  being  capable  of  being  excited  again, 
after  it  had  entirely  ceafed.  As  to  the 
matter  oi  refpiration  being  carried  on  during 
Jleep,  we  are  not  to  infer  from  hence  that 
thofe  mufcles  are  not  under  the  controul  of 
the  zvill. 


A N E U R T S M. 

Though  the  heart  is  in  general  able  to 
bear  fo  many  years  conftant  altion.,  yet  it 
fometimes  happens,  whether  from  original 
weaknefs  or  from  accidental  injury,  that  the 
fibres  are  infenfibly  flretched,  the  ventricles 
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are  enlarged,  their  fides  grow  thin,  and  the 
Heart  becomes  aneuryfmatic,  A fenfe  of 
weight  and  oppreilion  is  felt ; pain  in  the 
region  of  the  heart;  palpitation i Cardiogmos ; 
fainting, 

t 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  all  that  art  can  do, 
is  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  the  difeafe  ; as, 
if  that  cannot  be  prevented,  it  may  fooner 
or  later  end  in  difruption  of  the  heart  and 
inftant  death.  The  patient  mull  be  let 
blood  once,  twice,  or  more  in  the  year ; he 
muft  live  in  the  ftridleft  temperance^  avoiding 
all  flrong  liquors  and  fimulants^  and  all  vio- 
lent exertions  whatever. 


INFLAMMATION. 

The  Heart  is  alfo  llibjedl  to  Inflammation^ 
the  figns  of  which  are  heat ; quick  pulfe  ; 
pain;  palpitation;  fjncope.  The  great  im- 
portance of  the  part,  demands  the  moft  fpeedy 
remedy.  Blood  muft  be  taken  away  freely 

and 
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and  repeatedly,  according  to  the  urgency  of 
the  fymptoms  and  date  of  the  pulfe.  The 
medicines  mud  be  cooling  and  fedative, 
with  plentiful  aqueous  diluents. 

Thefe  means  mud  be  continued  until  the 
fymptoms  of  Indammation  go  off.  For  it 
is  of  the  greated  importance  not  only  to  ob- 
viate the  prefent  danger,  but  to  prevent  the 
Inflammation  from  terminating  in  an  abfcefs 
or  ulcer y and  adliefion  of  the  pericardium^ 
which  would  very  much  embarrafs  the  heart 
in  its  a6lion  ; and  occafion  palpitation  and 
other  uneafy  fymptoms. 


PALPITATION. 

The  (lighter  and  tranflent  kinds  of  this 
affe(5lion,  or  fuch  as  are  occafioned  by  fud- 
den  furprife  and  emotions  of  the  mind ; 
the  fmell  of  certain  effluvia,  fuch  as  perfirmes 
and fiveet-fmelling  flowers;  or  their  contrary, 
putrid  exhalations — thofe  which  are  fympto- 

inatic 
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matic  of  Gout ; Exanthemata ; AffeEio  hyjle^ 
rica;  or  fympathic,  as  when  owing  to  fome 
af}'e6lion  of  the  Jlomach  and  bowels^  from 
their  being  both  fupplied  with  nerves  from 
the  eighth  pair  and  the  intercojlal^  I fhall  not 
here  dwell  upon. 

The  idiopathic  diforders  of  the  heart,  in 
which  palpitation  is  obferved,  fuch  as  in- 
jlammation^  and  aneuryfmatic  enlargement 
of  its  ventricles^  and  the  large  blood “vefTels, 
having  been  already  taken  notice  of,  I pro- 
ceed to  obferve,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
occajional  caufe  of  palpitation^  the  proximate 
feems  to  be  either  a diminution  of  the  force 
of  the  heart,  or  the  refiftance  of  fome  obfta- 
cle,  that  prevents  the  expulfion  of  all  the 
blood  out  of  the  ventricle  by  one  fyjiole^  fo 
that  repeated  efibrts  become  necelfary. 

It  is  mentioned  by  Authors  as  an  attendant 
on  Hydrops  Pe&oris,  but  they  are  not  agreed 
in  its  being  a fymptom  of  Hydrops  Pericardii. 
This  leads  me  to  mention  a cafe  that  oc- 
curred 
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curred  to  me.  The  patient  was  a middle- 
aged  man,  who  had  for  fome  time  appeared 
leucophlegmatic.  He  complained  of  lliortnefs 
of  breath  ; and  a heavinefs  about  his  heart, 
with  a beating.  The  motion  of  the  heart 
was  not  a palpitation  merely,  but  rather 
feemed  an  undulation  of  a fluid,  with  a 
rolling  motion.  Having  the  opportunity 
of  examining  the  cafe  after  death,  I found 
the  Heart  enlarged  to  an  uncommon  fize, 
and  fix  or  eight  ounces  of  water  in  the 
pericardium. 


LEIPOrHTMIA-S  TNG  OPE. 

Thofe  affedtions  which  are  owing  to  the 
diminution  of  the  animal  and  vital  powers 
and  the  fenfes,  though  called  by  different 
names,  feem  to  have  nearly  the  fame  origin, 
and  to  differ  in  degree  only.  In  as  much  as 
the  heart  and  fenfes  are  affedled  by  fome  evi- 
dent caufe,  fuch  as  violent  perturbations  of 
the  mind ; inanition  ; too  great  plethora ; 

I they 
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they  are  called  Idiopathic.  But  when  they 
are  fymptoms  of  fome  other  difeafe,  they  are 
termed  fymptomatic ; hence,  Syncope  Artbri- 
ticdy  Exantheinatica^  Stomachica^  See. 

The  treatment  is  much  alike  in  all,  only 
due  attention  mull  be  paid  to  diftinguifh 
well  between  thofe  that  arife  from  Plethora 
and  feveriJJj  iiidifpofition,  which  may  re- 
quire bleeding ; from  thofe  that  are  occa- 
lioned  by  inanition.,  great  fatigue  and  the 
like,  where  it  would  not  be  advifeable. 


A S P H J X I A. 

This  is  a total  celfation  of  the  motion  of 
the  heart.  It  is  fometimes  caufed  by  fudden 
and  violent  emotions  of  the  Mind.,  and  other 
occafional  caufes.  But  the  moll  frequent 
cive.fiiff'ocation  ox  drowning',  fumes 
oi charcoal)  oi fermenting  X\xyoox'i>',  Mephitis) 
foul  air,  8cc.  which  were  formerly  much 
more  fatal  than  they  are  now.  Thunks  to 

thofe 
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tliofe  worthy  men  who  formed  that  noble 
AJJoclation^  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  aflift- 
ing  fuch  as  might  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
in  any  of  the  above  mentioned  circum- 
llances ; and  who  mull  feel  Ineffable  plea- 
fure,  in  having  been  the  means  of  faving 
the  lives  of  hundreds ^ who  without  the  judi- 
cious and  perfevering2i^\Mc2Ltion  of  the  means 
recommended  by  that  Society^  would  now 
have  been  in  their  graves, 


I 3 


Section  XI. 


Section  II. 


The  LUNGS. 

FAUCES,  8cc. 


^ j|  fub fiance  of  the  Lungs  confifls 

a chiefly  of  a loofe  cellular  membrane, 
which  is  divided  into  lobes ; which 
are,  again,  fubdivided  into  fmaller  and 
fmaller  lobules,  until,  at  laft,  they  terminate 
in  very  fmall  cellules,  that  communicate  all 
one  with  another,  and  are  full  of  air;  which 
exhales  from  the  extreme  ramifications  of 
Afpera  arteria,  and  by  their  general  commu- 
nication, pervades  the  whole  Lungs.  In 
thefe  very  fmall  cells,  terminate  alfo,  the 
pulmonary  Arteries  and  Veins;  into  which, 
the  former  exhale  an  aqueous  vapour,  that  is 

again 
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again  re-abforbed  by  the  veins.  The  Lungs 
are  nourifhed  by  the  bronchial  arteries  which 
are  accompanied  by  the  bronchial  veins,  and 
both  communicate  with  the  extreme  branches 
of  the  Bronchia.  The  Jlfpera  arteria  is  hired 
with  a foft  irritable  membrane,  which  is 
moiftened  by  a mild,  watery  muens^  that  is 
furnilhed  by  numerous  hmple  glandules, 
fituated  in  the  interflices  of  the  Cartilages^ 
and  opening  by  very  fmall  duSis.^  into  all 
the  cavity  of  the  •wind-pipe  and  its  branches. 

The  neceflity  of  free,  uninterrupted  refpi- 
ration^  to  life  and  health,  is  univerfally  known ; 
but  how  or  upon  principle  this  neceffitv 
reds,  or  what  it  is  that  the  air  communicates 
to  the  Lungs ^ or  receives  from  them,  I do  not 
pretend  to  determine.  I would,  therefore, 
recommend  to  the  reader  the  obfervations 
of  the  ingenious  D D.  Priejlley^  Cravaford^ 
and  other  excellent  Philofophers  who. have, 
with  fo  much  pains  and  ingenuity,  invefli- 
gated  the  conjlitution  and  properties  of  the 
air,  and  its  influence  in  the  animal  oeconomy, 

I would 
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I would  farther  j uft  obferve,  that  the  ca- 
vity of  the  ‘Thorax  is  lined  with  a thin  denfe 
membrane^  rather  ftronger  than  the  Perito- 
neum^ called  Pleura^  which  is  attached  by  a 
cellular  fubftance  to  the  inftde  of  the  ribs  ; 
it  is  extended  all  over  the  Lungs,  the  Peri- 
cardium and  the  Diaphragm,  on  one  fide  ; is 
attached  to  the  middle  of  the  Sternum  above, 
where  it  becomes  double  by  the  junction  of 
that  of  the  other  lide  ; fo  that  the  two  taken 
together,  may  be  compared,  in  fome  fort, 
to  two  large  bladders  or  bags  inflated  ; con- 
nected at  the  Jlernum  and  the  fpine  ; this 
connection  forms  the  mediajlinum  ; leaving- 
a fpace  in  which  are  lodged  the  Thymus, 
fome  conglobate  gla.nds,  fat,  &c.  The  medi- 
ajlhium  being  attached  to  the  middle  of  the 
Jlernum  above,  but  inclining  to  the  left  as  it 
defcends,  it  adheres  to  the  cartilages  of  the 
ribs,  and  thus  the  right  cavity  becomes  a lit- 
tle larger  than  the  left.  They  are  completely 
feparated  into  two,  which  have  no  communi- 
cation at  all  witli  each  other,  fo  that  one 
half  of  the  Lungs  may  be  very  much  dif- 

eafed, 
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eafed,  while  the  other  is  perfedlly  found. 
Of  this  I met  with  a remarkable  inllance, 
fome  years  ago.  A Sheep-fealer  being  dif- 
covered  by  a perfon  upon  the  watch,  with 
a fheep  upon  his  back,  and  not  being  willing 
to  furrender,  in  attempting  to  efcape,  was 
fired  at  from  a piece  loaded  with  flugs. 
Having  on  a great  coat  of  ftrong  cloth, 
though  he  was  beat  down,  he  was  not  fup- 
pofed  to  be  much  hurt.  He  was  taken  and 
committed  to  the  Cajih',  where  having  been 
about  three  weeks,  he  died.  An  inqueft 
being  ordered,  the  Surgeon  defired  me  to  be 
prefent.  I could  not  find  that  the  man  had 
made  much  complaint  until  a few  days 
before  he  died.  The  cavity  on  the  right 
fide  was  full  of  a brown  ichor ^ but  nothing 
remaining  of  the  Lungs^  except  the  ragged 
remains  of  xho.  Bronchia  and  the  blood  veffels. 
In  the  left  fide  every  thing  appeared  per- 
fe6tly  found,  without  even  fo  much  as  the 
flighted:  adhefion  of  the  Lungs  to  any  part. 
By  the  flricleft  fearch,  I could  not  find  that 
any  of  phe  flugs  had  penetrated  j but  there 

had 
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had  been  a confiderable  contnfion  below  the 
the  right  fcapula^  and  fome  degree  of  extra- 
vafation  of  blood  in  that  fide,  occafioned  by 
the  fliock,  which  had  corrupted  and  dif- 
folved  the  fubflance  of  the  lungs. 


PERIPNEUMONIA; 
PLEURIPIS;  PARAPHRENITIS. 

Though  thefe  affections  of  the  Thorax  are 
treated  on  by  Medical  Authors  as  diftindl 
from  each  other,  the  firfl  being  fuppofed  to 
be  an  inflammation  of  the  Lungs ; the  fecond 
of  the  Pleura ; yet  in  enumerating  the  fymp- 
toms^  they  are  fo  much  alike,  as  to  leave  the 
dlftinclion  very  ambiguous.  Both  are  at- 
tended with  fever;  pain  in  fome  part  of  the 
chcjl ; difficulty  of  breathing  ; cough  and 
hard  pulfe  ; this,  however,  is  not  conflant 
in  Peripneumonia.  In  the  Pleurijy,^  the  pulfe 
is  hard  ; the  pain  in  the  fide  is  pungent ; 
increafed  by  breathing  ; coughing  is  very 

painful ; 
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painful;  and  lying  on  the  Side  offered  very 
troublefome,  See. 

Upon  the  whole,  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Pleura  alone,  is  fcarcely  ever  inflamed^ 
but  becomes  fo  by  its  connedlion  with  the 
Lungs^  Diaphragm^  Pericardium^  &c. 

In  inflammatory  affedlions  of  the  ’Thorax ^ 
the  attention  of  the  Phyficiati  is  to  be  di- 
rected to  the  prefervation  of  the  Lungs 
whole  and  entire ; that  the  inflammation 
may  be  carried  off,  by  Refolution  of  the  Ob- 
Jlrudliofu  To  this  end,  blood  mufl  be  taken 
away  freely,  according  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient;  and  this  mufl  be  done  repeatedly, 
in  the  beginning,  or  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft 
two  or  three  days,  to  about  eight  or  ten 
ounces  at  a time,  as  the  flrength  of  the  pulfe 
and  urgency  of  the  fymptoms  may  require. 
Three  or  four  bleedings  will,  in  general,  be 
fufheient ; for  as  free  Expe5loratiot;i,  4s  in  thefe 
cafes  to  be  encouraged,  the  vital  flrength 
mufl  not  be  too  much  depreffed.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  foftnefs  of  the  pulfe  is  nor, 
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in  this  cafe,  a i^eafon  for  not  repeating  Venefec^ 
tiofi,  if  other  circumjlances  demand  it.  The 
Medicines  moft  proper  are  the  7ieutral  faline 
draughts;  nitrated  diluents,  taken  frequently, 
warm  ; camphorated  Nitre ; and  clyfters  of 
'^varm  barley  water  nitrated.  Applications  to 
the  fide  are  fometimes  ufeful  for  eafing  pain  ; 
fuch  as  Lin.  volatile;  fomentations  with  blad- 
ders, half  filled  with  bran-pultice;  and  a Ve- 
ficatory  to  the  part  pained,  when  the  other 
means  fail. 

Paraphrenitis  or  Inflammation  of  the  Dia- 
phragm^ may  perhaps  be  diftinguifhed  by 
the  pain  being  chiefly  about  the  ends  of 
the  fhort  ribs,  and  by  the  patient’s  feeling 
himfelf  as  if  tightly  girded. 

The  method  of  cure  is,  in  general,  the 
fame.  I have  fometimes  thought  x.\\2it  Angina 
Pedloris^  may  be  in  part  occafioned  by  fome 
fimilar  afFeiSlions  of  the  Mtifcle  triangularis 
Sterni^  though  it  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
the  Mcduijliniim  that  is  affected. 
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I have  already  faid,  that  Refolutlon  is  the 
mod  fafe  and  delirable  termination  of  in- 
flammation of  the  Lungs ; if,  however,  the 
means  propofed  for  that  end  ftiould  fail. 
Suppuration  is  next  to  be  expedled  and  wiflied 
for,  as  Mortyication  would  be  inevitably  fatal. 
If  Suppuration  take  place,  deep  in  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  Lungs^  it  will  form  Vomica^  in 
which  difficulty  of  breathing  and  a dry 
cough  continue ; with  great  uneafinefs,  and 
fometimes  ImpoJfihiUty  of  lying  on  the  found 
fide  ; fhiverings  ; h^diic  Fever,  &c.  If  the 
collection  of  matter  be  large,  and  many  con- 
fiderable  branches  of  the  trachcea  Arteria 
open  into  it,  the  quantity  of  matter  rulhing 
into  the  Wind-Pipe,  is  fometimes  fo  great  as 
to  occafion  Suffocation ; but  if  that  do  not 
happen,  and  the  matter  be  freely  difcharged 
and  well  conditioned,  the  heSlic  gradually 
declines,  and  the  patient  recovers.  The 
termination  by  Refolution  is  generally  at- 
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tended  with  iro.tExpedforatlon^'which.  relieves 
the  obftru(5led  vefTels.  But  if  the  cough 
and  fpitting  fliould  not  gradually  diminifh, 
if  the  Fever  fliould  continue,  with  Exacerba- 
tions about  Noon,  or  in  the  Evening',  circum- 
fcribed  rednefs  in  the  cheeks ; heat  in  the 
flefli ; thirft ; and  thefe  fucceeded  by  pro- 
fufe  Sweats,  it  becomes  Phthijis  ; the  cough 
and  purulent  fpitting  continue  ; the  body 
becomes  emaciated  and  weak  ; and  Death 
clofes  the  Scene ^ 

• 

All  that  art  can  do  in  thefe  Circumjla-nces 
is  to  endeavour  to  palliate  the  moll  urgent 
fymptoms ; to  let  the  patient  change  his 
Air;  to  ride  in  the  open  Air,  as  much  as  his 
ftrength  will  bear;  but  not  to  be  too  much 
fatigued;  to  live  upon  Milk  chiefly.  To  ' 
drink  milk  diluted  with  Bri/iol  or  Seltzer 
waters ; whey  ; butter-milk,  8cc.  And  to 
life  ripe,  fubacid  fruits,  with  due  regard  to 
the  Hate  of  the  Bowels.  One  thing  more,  I 
would  obferve,  concerning  the  change  of 
• Air  or  Place,  whether  to  Bri/lol;  Wales;  Scot- 
land; 
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land^  or  to  the  Continent^  that  it  be  clone 
foon  as  pojftble^  and  not  deferred^  as  is  too  of- 
^ten  the  cafe,  until  the  patient' i (Irength  be 
fo  much  exhaufted,  as  that  he  either  dies 
by  the  way^  or  in  a foreign  country^  to  the 
accumulated  grief  of  his  family  and  friends. 

Balfamic  medicines  are  very  often  ufed  in 
thefe  cafes,  but  I believe,  in  general,  to  v&ry 
little  purpofe  ; as  their  nature  mufl  be  fo 
changed  before  they  can  polfibly  reach  the 
part  affefted,  as  to  be  no  longer  'what  they 
were.  Benefit  has  been  faid  to  have  been 
received,  when  they  are  conveyed  to  the 
part  in  the  form  of  vapour  by  the  meditdm  of 
rethereal  Spirit.  That  they  may  be  thus 
carried  in  fmall  quantity  to  the  Lungs  im- 
mediately, I believe,  and  have  known  it 
tried;  but  as  to  their  Succefs^  I can  fay  little. 
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When  the  inflamed  part  of  the  Lungs.,  is 
in  contact  with  the  Pleura.,  they  foon  adhere, 
and  the  matter,  in  time,  makes  its  way  be- 
tween the  Ribs;  but  is  ftill  covered  by  the 
external  parts  ; which  grow  thick  and  ade- 
matous;  this  points  out  the  feat  of  the  Dyeafe-, 
and  the  Place  where  an  opening  may  be 
made,  and  the  matter  be  difcharged.  It 
often  becomes  JiJlulous.,  .and  the  matter  is, 
from  time  to  time  difcharged;  a tent  being 
kept  in  it  for  that  purpofe.  The  matter  is 
often  very  fetid^  and  on  that  account  dif- 
agreeable  ; but  the  Patient  is,  in  the  mean 
time,  tolerably  eafy.  The  other  flde  being 
probably  found  and  well. 

When  matter  is  contained  in  the  cavity 
of  the  cheft  it  forms  Empyema.,  the  fymp- 
toms  of  which,  are  cough  ; breathing  diffi- 
cult ; hedlic  fever ; lying-down  very  trouble- 
fome ; a fenfe  of  flu(fl;uadon  is  felt  in  the 

Thorax ; 
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"Thorax;  and  other  figns  like  thofe  of  Dropfy 
of  the  Breajl.  Copious  Expe6loratio7i  might 
feem  to  carry  off  the  matter,  but  this  is  not 
the  cafe ; for  though  it  may  give  fome  re- 
lief, yet  large  ^antities  of  matter  have  been 
found  in  the  Thorax;  though  ExpeBoratioji 
had  been  very  copious.-  And  indeed  the 
fymptoms  and  figns  are,  fometimes,  fo  equi- 
vocal, that  the  utmoft  CircumfpeSIioti  is  re- 
quired to  prevent  miftakes,  hnce  we  fome- 
times fee  patients  able  to  lie  in  any  pofition, 
with  little  Cough,  or  other  apparent  afFedlion 
of  tlie^r<?^,in  whom,  after  Death,  the  Lungs 
have  been  much  decayed  and  turned  to 
matter. 

Empyema  has  fometimes  been  formed 
fooner  than  might  be  expedled,  and  one 
lobe  of  the  Lungs  turned  into  matter  in 
a fortnight ; while  the  other  remained  en- 
tire and  found. 

Phthifis  is  not  only  the  confequence  of  the 
difeafes  of  the  Lungs  above-mentioned^  but 

alfo 
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alfo  of  Hcemoptyfis ; catarrhal  Fc'ucrs ; Injlii-‘ 
e?iza;  cutaneous  Eruptions  ; Scro~ 

phula  ; efpecially  in  young  perfons.  Some 
Conflitutions  are,  more  than  other,  difpofed 
to  it;  efpecially  thofe  of  a delicate  Complexmi ; 
rapid  growth;  who  are  fubje<5l  to  catarrhal 
complaints  ; Cough,  &c.  and  who,  too  fre- 
quently neglecl  the  care  that  is  necelTary 
on  fuch  occahons.  It  is  aftonifhing  to  fee 
how  rapid  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  fome- 
times  is  ; becoming  fatal  in  the  courfe  of 
two  or  three  months.  . 

The  abdominal  Vlfcera  are  alfo  fubject  to 
inflammation  and  its  confequences,of  which 
notice  will  be  taken  as  we  go  along ; but 
befide  the  cafes  in  which  Suppuration  has 
been  the  confequence  of  evident  Phlegmafia ; 
matter  is  fometimes  formed  in  fo  fecret  and 
furreptitious  a manner  as  never  to  be  fu- 
ipedted. 

Thofe  large  Abfccjj'es  which  fometimes 
form  in  the  thigh ; having  their  fource  in 

the 
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the  Hypogajlrium^  and  that  are  generally 
thought  are  not  always  fufpecfted, 

until  by  the  defcent  of  the  Matter  into  the 
thigh,  it  becomes  fenfible  to  the  ‘Touch, 

A cafe  of  this  fort  which  came  under  my 
Infpedlion  a few  years  fince,  deferves,  I 
think,  to  be  related. 

A young  woman,  aged  about  twenty, 
apparently  in  perfe<fl  health,  was  fent  to 
the  County  Hofpital^  on  account  of  a fwell- 
ing  in  her  Groin,  fuppofed  to  be  a Rupture. 

The  tumour  was  about  the  fize  of  a Tcfinis- 
ball,  but  very  foft  and  yielding  ; perfectly 
free  from  pain,  and  the  fldn  not  the  lead 
difcoloured.  At  the  SurgeoTi  s requed,  I ex- 
amined the  patient ; and  for  this  purpofe 
defired  her  to  be  laid  on  her  back.  While 
with  one  hand  I preffed  the  tumour,  my 
other  hand  was  laid  upon  the  Hypogajlrium; 
and  prelTing  with  each  alternately,  I per- 
ceived a very  great  FluEi nation.  I’he  did 

.h  charge 


82 


EMPYEMA. 


charge  of  the  fluid  being  refolved,"  Mr.  Fell 
propofed  the  doing  it  by  a caujiic  of  a mo- 
derate fize.  The  quantity  of  matter  dif- 
charged,  was  little  lefs  than  a quart ; it  was 
about  the  colour  and  thicknefs  of  Creamy 
and  perfedlly  inodorous. 

I had  been  particularly  inquifitive  refpect- 
ing  her  health  before  the  appearance  of  the 
fwelling ; but  flie  aflured  me  that  flie  had 
never  had  any  Fever,  Pain,  t)r  Sicknefs,  nor 
Shiverings  whatever  ; _hor  any  other  Indifpo- 
fition  before  or  fince  its  appearance. 

A 

After  the  firft  Difcharge,  matter  continued 
to  flow  in  fmaller  and  fmaller  quantity, 
and  grow  thin.  About  the  end  of  ten  or 
twelve  days,  all  which  time  flie  feemed  to 
be  going  on  very  well,  fhe  began  to  com- 
plain of  lofs  of  Appetite;  Languor;  Fhirf;  her 
pulfe  became  quicker  than  ufual,  and  the  ' 
matter  not  much,  but  ichorous.  Thofe  ap- 
pearances grew  daily  more  and  more  alarm- 
ing, fo  that  there  feemed  only  one  thing  to 
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give  her-  the  chance  of — her  own  country 
\Alr,  She  went  home  cUredlly,  where  I heard 
Ihe  died  tabid,  in  a few  weeks. 

To  what  fliall  we  attribute  this  great 
change  ? 

The  matter  was  let  off  by  a fmall  opening; 
the  dreffings  were  quite  fuperjicial.  Could 
the  acflion  of  the  external  Air  on  the  cavity 
from  whence  the  matter  had  been  dif- 
charged,  occafion  fuch  change?  Pfoadic  ab- 
fcelTes  have  often  terminated  in  a manner 
limilar  to  this,  efpecially  when  difcharged 
by  a large  opening ; to  which  the  fatal  IJfue 
of  the  cafe,  has  by  Surgeons  been  generally 
attributed ; and  on  this  account  they  have 
thought  it  beft  to  make  the  opening  fmall ; 
which  they  have  found  to  fucceed  better. 

^ In  fuch  cafes  as  thefe,  might  not  fome 
kind  of  injedtion,  efpecially  a halfamic  one, 
be  advifeable  ? 
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’Tabes  from  internal  ulcers  are  generally 
accompanied  with  He&tc  Fever,  Marafmus, 
colliquative  fweats,  Urine  high  coloured,  and 
depofiting  a red  fediment,  which  laft  I have 
ever  found  to  attend  them. 


AS  T H M A. 

Great  difhculty  of  breathing,  StriUure 
and  Anxiety,  with  wheezing  and, dry  cough, 
returning  at  uncertain  intervals,  are  the  ufual 
marks  of  this  chronical  difeafe.  But  though 
it  is  chronical,  its  attacks  are  fometimes  fo 
violent  as  to  be  very  diftrelTing  and  alarm- 
ing ; fo  as  to  require  Bleeding,  Veficatories, 
and  attenuatingy?i7w^/<3/z/j',  fuch  as  Gum  Am- 
moniac. Afafetida,  Acet.  Scillcc,  Mel.  Scillee,8>(ic. 

Difficulty  of  breathing,  with  Oppreffiion  and 
a fenfe  of  fullnefs  in  the  bread ; frequent 
cough,  and  fometimes  a great  quantity  of 
Mucus,  is  often  occafioned  by  taking  cold, 
and  for  that  reafon  is  called  Catarrhal.  This 
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may  in  fome  require  bleeding,  but  in  ge- 
neral, attenuatingy?/V?z^/A2;//j-,  Emetics^  and  Ve- 
ficatories  are  the  moll  ufeful. 

When  there  is  a quantity  of  vifcid  mucus^ 
I have  feen  great  relief  obtained  by  the  pow- 
der of  Squills^  given  in  fuch  dofes  as  to  pro- 
cure a difcharge  from  the  Stomach]  as  recom- 
mended by  Hoffmann  and  others. 

There  areijyict  many  other  fpecies  of  idio- 
pathic Dffpnaa  ; as  there  are  various  occa- 
Jional  caufes  ; due  attention  to  which  muft 
be  had,  in  drawing  the  curative  indicati- 
ons ; which  I fliall  not  tdke  up  my  reader’s 
time  to  enumerate,  but  beg  leave  to  refer 
him  for  thefe,  and  alfo  for  a copious  lift  of 
Symptomatic  Dyfpnaa  to  Dr.  Cullen  s Nofolog, 
Method,  the  cure  of  which  will  likewife  de- 
pend on  due  conhderation  of  the  nature 
-and  hate  of  xht primary  difeafc. 
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Trachsea  Arteria  and  Fauces. 

ANGINA;  INFLAMMATORIA. 
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intimate  conne(5tion  there  is  be- 
1 tween  the  ‘Trachaa  arteria  and 'the 
Fauces^  leads  me  to  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  Angina^  a difeafe  in  wdiich  they  are 
both  affecded,  more  or  lefs,  at  the  fame  time. 

Angina  is  nfually  conlidered  as  being  of 
three  Ipecies ; namely,  injiammatory ; aph- 
thous or  ulcerous-,  and  malignant  or  gangre- 
nous. Other  differences  are  mentioned  by 
Authors,  but  they  are  more  or  lefs  allied  to 
'thefe.  This  Alliance,  however,  makes  it  a 

matter 
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matter  of  very  great  importance  rightly  to 
diilinguilli,  at  the  Beginnings  one  fpecies  from 
another ; as  the  proper  treatment  of  one, 
would  be  vtvj  per?iicious  in  another.  The 
injiammatorys  for  inftance,  requiring  the  tak- 
ing away  of  blood  freely  and  repeatedly, 
and  antiphlogijiic  medicines,  both  which 
muft  be  ufed  with  great  caution,  in  the  nU 
ceroiis;  and  which,  in  the  gangi^enouSs  would 
be  very  detrimental. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  make  a right  Di- 
JiinBions  we  muft  take  into  confideration  the 
Conjlitiition  of  the  Tear  and  the  Seafon;  the 
Age  and  Sex  of  the  patient ; and  the  nature' 
of  the  prevailing  difeafes,  &c. 

The  injlammatory  fpecies  happens  moftly 
to  young  men  of  Jlrofig  conftitutions,  fan- 
giiine  complexions,  and  who  lead  aElive  or 
laborious  lives.  It  comes  on  with  pain  in 
the  neck  and  throat ; rednefs'and  fwelling 
of  the  Fauces  and  Tonfds\  pain  and  difficulty 
in  fwallowing;  Head-ach ; a full  and  quick 
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pulfe  ; Febris  Syjtocha.  The  cure,  as  has 
been  already  hinted,  requires  that  blood 
be  taken  away  at  the  firft,  freely,  and  to  be 
repeated  in  the  courfe  of  the  frjl  and  feco7id 
day,  according  to  the  Urge?icy  of  the  Symp- 
toms^ and  State  of  the  Pulfe.  To  this  mull 
be  added,  Clyjlo’s ; or  if  the  patient  can 
fwallow.  Laxatives^  to  empty  the  Bowels  ; 
and  Veficatories  to  the  Neck  and  Fhroat. 

In  the  mean  time  the  patient  mull  endea- 
vour to  hold  in  his  mouth,  and  to  fwallow, 
very  frequently^  warm,  fmall,  7iitrated  liquids ; 
and  to  draw  in  warm  Vapour^  by  way  of 
fumigation;  and  thus  to  purfue  the  falhie^ 
cooling  method,  fo  long  as  may  feem  ne- 
celTary.  But  if,  notwithllanding  all  this, 
the  Swelling  fliould  be,  as  it  were,  at  a Hand, 
though  the  fymptoms  of  Fcvei-^  &c.  be 
abated  ; and  the  Fumour  inflead  of  Pefo- 
lution  lliould  tend  to  Suppuration^  that  mult 
be  encouraged ; as  it  is  the  next  molt  de- 
lirable  Fermhiation.  For  though  it  be  fome- 
tlmcs  alarming  to  the  patient,  the  cure  is 
often  more  fpeedy,  than  it  is  by  RcfolutioTi. 
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yiNGINJ  APTHOSA,  ^c. 

This  Species  is  moft  frequent  in  Children^ 
young  perfons,  and  Women.  The  fame  parts 
are  affedted  with  fwelling,  rednefs,  and 
whitifli  or  brown  fpots  ; which  fpread  and 
ulcerate.  The  Fever  is  rather  of  the  ’Typhus 
kind ; and  the  fkin  affected  with  a red 
Effiorefcence  or  Eruption, 

The  method  of  cure  moft  proper  here, 
is  to  keep  the  patient  in  bed,  but  not  too 
warm ; to  let  him  drink  freely  of  fmall 
Tea,  or  Barley-water  moderately  acidulated 
with  Lemon  ]\xict  or  the  beft  Vinegar  ; and 
frequently  to  hold  in  the  mouth  and  endea- 
vour to  fwallow,  a mixture  of  Sage  tea, 
Tifi£lure  of  Myrrh,  and  Honey,  very  mode- 
rately acidulated  with  Sp.  Salts,  fo  as  not  to 
be  unpleafant  to  the  tafte.  If  the  patient 
fliould  not  be  able  to  take  it  in  that  manner, 
fome  of  it  muft  be  injedled  frequently  by  a 
fmall  fyringe,  and  a Veficatory  muft  be  ap- 
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plied  to  the  “ithroat  and  Neck,  if  neceffary. 
The  patient  mull  be  fupported  by  proper 
liquid  nourilhment,  to  which  Port  Wine  may 
be  added,  in  fuch  manner  and  proportion, 
as  fhall  feem  advifable.  Or  if  the  patient 
cannot  fwallow  what  is  fufficient,  the  fame 
may  be  injeSled  as  a Clyfter  once  a day  or 
twice,  if  thought  necelTary. 

The  Anghia  Maligna-,  or  Ga7igrenofa,  feems 
to  differ  from  the  laft  only  in  degree.  It  is 
ordinarily  Epidemic  and  contagious,  The.i^<?- 
ver,  with  which  it  is  attended,*f)eing  of  the 
'Typhus  kind,  is  not  very  conliderable  at  the 
firft;  nor  does  it  often  increafe  much,  fo 
that  bleeding  is  feldom  required,  and  is  not 
to  be  employed  without  great  Circumfpedlion. 

The  Fauces,  Tonfds,  Uvula,  and  Palatum 
Molle,  are  of  a deep  red  ; inflamed  and 
painful ; with  yellow  or  brown  fpots,  which 
become  deep  Ulcers,  calling  off /loughs  ; and 
are  attended  with  great  Feet  or  and  PutrefaTion. 
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• As  the  cafe,  even  at  the  firfl,  feldom  ad- 
mits Vefiefe£liofi ; the  patient  muft  keep  his 
Bedy  but  mufi:  be  kept  cool.  He  muft  be 
liberally  fupplied  with  fmall  tepid  drink, 
acidulated  with  Lemon-juice ; Vinegar ; or 
Spirit  of  Salt^  8cc.  a Veficatory  muft  be  ap- 
plied’to  the  ‘Throat.  He  muft  gargle  with 
Sage  tea,  Tin£i.  of  Myrrh,  Mell.  Defpumat. 
and  Port  Wine.  And  now  and  then  fwallow 
a fpoonful  of  this  or  fome  fuch  mixture,  ' 
5,.  Balf.'Traumat.  Miic.  Gum.  Arab,  a a |fs. 
Mell.  defp.  51.  Inf  us.  Salvice,  5 v.  Sp.  Sal.  Mar, 
Gutt,  quot  Sujf.  iciunt  ad  gratan  Qciditz. 

A decoclion  of  the  Bark,  with  the  addition 
of  one  fourth  part  of  red  Port,  may  be  taken 
every  four  hours.  In  the  mean  time  he 
muft,  from  time  to  time,  take  a fmall  bafon 
of  Panada  or  Sago,  with  Port  Wine ; a glafs 
of  which  may  be  alfo  neceftary  occaftonally, 
in  cafe  of  Languor.  His  chamber  muft  be 
frequently  ventilated,  camphorated  Vinegar 
fliould  be  fprinkled  about  the  Bed ; and  the 
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room  fumigated  with  Frankincenfe  or  other 
Rojins. 


ANGINA  TRACHEALIS. 

There  is  yet  another  fpecies  of  Angina^ 
called  Frachealis  or  Laryngaa^  in  which  the 
membrane  which  lines  the  Frachaa  Arteria 
and  the  Larynx^  are  fuppofed  to  be  inflamed. 
This  chiefly  happens  to  young  Children^ 
whom  it  feizes  fuddenly  with  a fenfe  of 
Strangulation^  excejjive  Opprejfton^  and  Difficulty 
of  breathing ; and  inftead  of  a Cough ^ which 
they  feem  to  be  irritated  to,  they  have  a 
Wheezingy  and  a fort  of  crowing,  with  great 
Anxiety  and  Dijlrefs,  The  attack  is,  for  the 
moft  part,  fo  hidden,  and  its  Progrefs  fo  ra- 
pid^ as  to  require  the  moft  fpeedy  Affiijlance, 
And  as  by  the  circulation  through  the  Lungs 
being  fo  much  embarraflTed,  the  veflTels  miift 
be  greatly  diftended,  it  will  be  advifeable 
to  take  away  fome  blood  immediately ; to 
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apply  a Vcficatory  round  the  neck;  to  put  the 
Patient's  feet  into  warm-water  ; and  to  give 
him  the  following,  or  fome  fuch  mixture, 
5..  Oxymel.  Scitl.  Vin.  Ipecacuan.  aal^s.  Aq. pur » 
3 iii.  Sp.  C,  e.gutt.  XX.  one  fpoonful every  quar- 
ter or  half  hour  until  fome  relief  be  obtained. 
In  the  mean  time  let  the  patient  try  to  fip 
fome  warm  liquid,  as  and  endeavour 

to  infpire  the  warm  vapour. 

The  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
Jlridulous  voice,  are  fo  fudden  in  this  cafe, 
that  I diould  apprehend  thefe  fymptoms  to 
be  owing  rather  to  fome  fpafmodic  affec- 
tion of  the  mifculi  aryteenoidei  of  the  Glottis, 
than  to  inf  animation  of  the  Praebaa  Arteria, 
and  an  excefs  of  Mucus  there,  which  feem 
to  belong  rather  to  the  fuffocating  Catarrh, 


'oesophagus. 

We  have  feen  how  the  Pharynx  is  liable 
to  be  affected  in  cafes  of  Angina,  which 
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fometimes  and  in  fome  degree,  afFedl  the 
Oefophagus  alfo.  But  independent  of  this 
connection,  the  Gula  is  fubjeCt  to  Inflamma- 
tion^ Ulceration^  Conjlriliion^  Esfr.  which  are 
often  occafioned  by  external  caufes,  fuch  as 
fwallowing  too  large  morfels,  bones,  fplin- 
ters  of  bones,  pins,  &c ; but  not  unfre- 
quently  when  fuch  caufes  could  not  be 
fuppofed  or  fufpeCted. 

I have  met  with  feveral  cafes  of  Conjlric- 
tion  of  the  Gula^  for  which  the  patient  could 
give  no  reafon ; and  which  by  a flow  gra- 
dual Increafe^  have,  at  laft,  arrived  at  fuch  a 
degree  as  not  to  leave  a paffage  for,  even, 
liquid  food,  fuflicient  to  fupport  the  Pa- 
tients ; who,  at  lad,  died  miferably,  for 
want  of  Nourjjhment, 

t 

In  one  or  two  inflances,  I thought  fome 
benefit  was  obtained  by  Mercurials^  admi- 
niftcred  with  fuch  caution,  as  not  to  caufe 
too  great  Fluxion  upon  the  part ; but  I am 
forry  to  fay  that  it  lain  general  incurable. 
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CASE  of  ULCER  in  the  Oefophagus» 

I had  once  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  parts,  in  a woman  who  died  in  this 
cafe  ; after  having  been  for  fome  time  fup- 
ported  by  nourifliing  Clyjlers. 

I found  a large  ulcer  in  the  Oefophagus, 
the  fides  of  which  were,  in  that  place,  fo 
much  thickened  as  fcarce  to  give  paffage  to 
a Probe,  for  near  two  inches  downwards  ; 
the  broad  part  of  the  cricoid  Cartilage  was 
great  part  of  it  confumed,  by  a Caries,  and 
more  of  the  ‘Trachea  Arteria  ulcerated. 

This  affecflion  comes  on  infeiifibly,  the 
patient  feeling  nothing  more  at  firft,  than 
as  if  he  had  fwallowed  too  large  a Morfel. 
As  it  increafes,  he 'feels  as  if  what  he  fwal- 
lowed, flopped  about  the  bottom  of  the 
Sternum ; and  what  he  had  taken  down, 
comes  up  by  mouthfuls,  with  fomething 
like  a Hiccup.  By  degrees,  the  difficulty  in- 
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creaiing,  he  is  obliged  to  fubiill  wholly  on 
liquids,  and  at  laft  cannot  take  a quantity 
of  them  fufficient  to  fupport  him. 

The  Oefophagus  is  liable  alfo  to  Compref-^ 
fton  from  the  fwelling  of  the  Glands  in  and 
about  it ; and  at  its  lower  part,  from  fpaf- 
modic  affedtions  of  the  lower  Miifcles  of 
the  Diaphragm^  between  which  it  palTes.  In 
the  latter  cafe  antifpafmodics ^ fuch  as  “T. 
foctida^  Spt,  volat.  fsstidus  and  Sedatives^  are 
tifeful. 


BOOK  III. 


THOUGHTS,  &c. 

ON  THE 

ABDOMINAL  VISCERA. 


Ihe  S I 0 M A C H, 
BOOK  III. 
Section  I. 


Being  copiouHyfumiflied  with  nerves, 
theSto7nacb  is  extremely  fe7ifible;  hence 
it  is  no  wonder  that  it  is  fo  frequently 
the  Seat  of  pain,  efpecially  when  we  conlider 
its  office  in  the  a7ii7nal  Oeconomy.  For  being 
the  common  Receptacle  of  all  that  we  eat  and 
drink ; and  our  Food  and  Drmk  frequently 
confining  of  moft  heteroge7ieous  compofitions, 
we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  the  aftonifhing 
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catalogue  of  afFe6lions,  idiopathic  and  fympto- 
matic^  to  which  this  organ  is  expofed,  that 
to  enumerate  them  would  be  almoft  as  dif- 
ficult as,  wixh  yuvenal^  to  tell,  'Themifon 
“ agros  autumno  occiderit  uno^  * 

The  moll  common  of  thefe  afFe(5llons, 
which  happen  without  any  difeafe  in  the 
organ  itfelf,  are  chiefly  owing  to  Indigejlion^ 
or  Dyfpepfia^  fuch  are  Cardialgia  or  pain  in 
the  Epigajlrium ; Injiation  of  the  Stomach  ; 
EruElations  ; Naufea  ; Vomiting ; lofs  of  Ap- 
petite^ See.  Thefe  are,  in  general,  to  be  re- 
moved by  fuch  means  as  the  nature  of  the 
occafional  caufe  may  require.  If  the  Fain 
and  Diftenfion  be  owing  to  Excefs  of  Emit  or 
cold  Vegetables.^  fome  warm  ftomachic  and 
laxative  ‘EinElure.^  or  Spirit.,  will  be  of  ufe  ; 
but  ihould  that  fail,  it  will  be  advifeable  to 
endeavour  to  diflodge  the  offending  mat- 
ter, by  drinking  warm-water,  Chamemile 
tea.  Sec.  and  aflill  the  Operation  by  flimu- 
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lating  the  Fauces.  After  the  Stomach  is 
cleared,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  take  FinEl, 
Rbah.  si.  Vin.  Aloes y Sfs.  And  to  continue 
bitters  with  Tonicsy  in  fmaller  quantities, 
for  a few  days,  or  as  long  as  they  are  of  ufe. 

In  order  to  prevent  thele  diforders,  no- 
thing is  fo  much  to  be  attended  to,  as  a well 
regulated  Diety  and  yet,  in  general,  nothing  is 
fb  little  regarded.  ; 

I might  here  declaim  againfl  the  various 
compofitions  that  the  Art  of  Cookery  fur- 
nifhes,  to  folicit  Appetitesy  which  that  Art 
has  rendered  fo  fajlidlousy  as  not  to  be  pleafed 
with  plainer  and  wholefome  Foody  but  that 
it  would  be  labour  loft. — '"'’Noncanimus  furdisF 

I cannot,  however,  omit  this  Opportunity 
of  faying,  that  Food  conftfting  of  a due  pro- 
portion of  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances, 
drefted  in  the  moft  ftmple  manner,  with  the 
addition  of  fait y peppery  See.  fo  as  to  render 
them  more  palatable ; and  for  Drink y the 
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beft  is,  in  general,  Water,  to  which,  in  fome 
cafes,  a moderate  portion  of  Wine  or  fome 
good  Spirit  may  be  added  ; Table-beer,  Por- 
ter, &c.  and  then  a few  glalfes  of  found  Wine; 
would  be  the  moft  'wholefome.  And  if  the 
more  exalted  Compofitions  of  Cookery;  and  the 
hicongruous  mixtures  ^'‘frigida  cum  calidis^^  8cc. 
which  a variety  of  Difhes  prefents,  were 
avoided,  we  fliould  not  hear  fo  much  of 
Pyfpcpfy-i  and  the  numberlefs  train  of  Ills, 
of  body  and  mind,  occafioned  by  Intem- 
perance. * 

It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
fo?ne  Stomachs  are  liable  to  Indifpofitions , under 
the  moft  careful  Attention  to  Diet;  according 
as  the  Food  is  difpofed  to  one  or  other  kind 
of  Acrimony,  acejcent  or  alkalefcent ; from 
whence  arife  Soda,  or  Heartburn,  and  other 
pains  of  the  Stomach. 

They  who  are  fubjecft  to  acid  Acrimony, 

fhould 

* Innumcrabiles  effe  morbos  miraris?  Coquos  numera. 
Seneca,  Epyiol.  95. 
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flioiild  avoid  excefs  in  fiich  things  as  have 
that  Tendency  j inch  are  Junuaceoiis  and 
other  vegetable  fubftances,  efpecially  fwcet 
things.  On  this  account  Puddings',  Pajlry; 
nay  even  Bread  mud  be  ufed  with  modera- 
tion. The  animal  part  of  their  food  fhould 
be  Mutton,  Beef,  wild  Fowl,  Shell-Fijh,  &c.  in 
preference  to  Veal,  Lamb,  or  Chicken,  though 
any  of  thefe  may  be  eat.  Mild  Ale,  or  found 
Porter,  or  Water  with  or  without  a fmall 
quantity  oi Spirit;  and  a glafs  of  found  Port, 
will  be  the  propereft. 

Should  the  acrimony  be  alkalefcent,  which 
may  arife  from  eating  much  animal  Food, 
and  efpecially  wild,  putrefeent,  or  of  haut 
Gout ; high  feafoned  meats  ; baked  Ffj  ; 
fiied  Eggs ; it  .will  be  advifeable  to  drink 
warm-water,  and  endeavour  to  difeharge 
it,  and  to  take  Lemon-juice,  or  other  vege- 
table acid  properly  diluted;  and  then  a dofe 
of  -r.  Rhab.  and  Vin.  Aloes.  Soda  from  acid 
Acrimony  may  require  the  Stomach  to  be 
cleared  firft,  -and  then  the  acid  Matter  may 

- be 
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be  €orre(5led  and  carried  off  by  Magnejia 
calcinata^yoin&di  with  Jl  Rhab.  Vin.  Aloes y &c. 

I 

The  Stomach  is  fometimes  overloaded  with 
Saburray  or  thick  vifeid  MucuSy  occafioning 
Fairty  Sicknefsy  Anorexiay  8cc.  Vomits  are,  in 
tliefe  cafes,  often  neceffary,  but  we  mull: 
remember,  that  a conhderable  quantity  of 
Mucus  is  natural  to  that  OrgaUy  to  defend  it  . 
from  the  Acrimonyy  which  it  fometimes  is 
expofed  to,  and  which,  were  it  not  for  that 
defence,  would  be  fometimes  intolerable;  we 
fliould  not,  therefore,  be  over folicitous  about 
every  appearance  of  Phlegm  or  Mucusy  leafl 
we  fhould  deprive  it  of  what  is  necejjary. 

This  Organ  is  alfo  flibjedl  to  various  idio- 
pathic Affedtions,  fuch  as  Inflammation;  Ab- 
fiefs  y Ulcer y 8cc. 

Tlie  fymptoms  of  Inflammation,  are  pain 
in  Epigajlrioy  or  Gajlrodynia  ; with  a fenfe  of 
Heat ; Naufea ; Hiccup ; Fever ; and  Fhirji, 
The  moft  fipeedy  relief  mufl  be  attempted, 

by 
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by  Bleeding;  emollient  Clyjlers  nitrated,  witii- 
out  any  other  Stimulus^  nnlefs  a flooi  be 
thought  neceffary ; a warm  Bath;  and  Barley- 
Water,  or  Milk  and  Water  moderately  nitrated^ 
which  is  to  be  taken  in  finall  quantity,  but 
frequently,  warm,  until  the  Symptoms  abate- 
In  the  mean  time,  he  may  take  now  and  then 
a fmall  bafon  of  Chicken-Broth,  which  with 
a Clyfier  of  Milk  or  Broth,  once  or  twice  a 
day,  will  be  fufficient  to  fupport  the  Patient, 
as  long  as  fuch  fupport  will  be  wanted. 

Ulcer, 

An  Ulcer  in  the  Stomach  is  generally  ac- 
companied withagnawing  or  fmarting  pain, 
frequent  Naufea  and  Vomiting ; a fenfe  of 
Smarting  and  Sorenefs  upon  taking  almoll 
every  thing,  but  efpecially  things  tliat  have 
more  or  lefs  of  Acrimony,  tixher  f aline,  aro- 
matic, or fpirituous.  The  matter  thrown  up 
by  Vomiting,  is  for  the  mod  part  brown, 
or  of  the  colour  of  Chocolate,  and  fometimes 
inclining  to  black,  without  any  difagreeable 
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fmell,  but  often  in  greater  quantity  than  could 
have  been  expedledfromwhat  theP^Z/Whad 
taken  in.  It  has  been  by  fome,  thought  to  be 
formed  of  Blk.  But  in  the  cafes  that  I have 
feen,  it  appeared  rather  to  be  P/oo^,  that  ouzed, 
more  or  lefs,  from  the  Ulcer ^ in  fuch  quantity 
only,  as  not  to  excite  Vomitings  until  by  its 
Increafe  it  produced  that  effe6l ; but  in  the 
mean  time,  it  had  loft  its  vivid  colour,  and 
was  more  or  lefs  changed.  Inflances,  indeed 
there  are,  where  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
have  been  tinged  black,  and  the  Gall-blad- 
der found  containing  a fluid  as  black  as  Ink 
— an  Bills  atra  Hippocratisf 

In  the  cafes,  that  occurred  to  me,  the 
Patients  became  heBical^ ' lingered  for  fome 
months,  and  at  laft  died  tabid;  and  I had  to 
regret  the  not  having  an  Opportunity  of 
examining  the  Bodies  after  death.  Such  an 
Opportunity^  however,  I had  in  another  Pa- 
tient who  died  with  the  Symptoms  above 
mentioned,  in  whofe  Stomach  I found  an 
Ulcer  almofl  the  bignefs  of  half  a Crown ^ 
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near  the  Pylorus^  the  fides  of  which  were 
thick  and  uneven  ; the  Pylorus  was  much 
thickened,  and  the  pajjage  greatly  ftraitened. 
The  reft  of  the  Vifcera  appeared  found. 

The  Stomach  though  in  itfelf founds  fuffers 
fometimes  from  Dlfeafes  of  Parts  adjacent  to 
it,  which  I fliall  have  occafton  to  notice, 
when  I come  to  fpeak  of  theZ,i^'^’r,  Pancreas 

From  the  Pylorus,  begins  that  part  of  the 
Intejlines  called  Duodenum,  which  tends  rather 
backwards  and  to  the  right  ftde,  where  it 
touches  the  neck  of  the  Gall-Bladder,  From 
thence  it  defcends  obliquely  towards  the 
right,  and  is  received  in  the  Mefocolon,  about 
the  place  where  the  DuElus  choledochus  en- 
ters it.  From  thence  it  afcends,  pafles  be- 
hind the  Pancreas  and  large  Mefenteric  VeJJels 
to  the  left;  gets  out  of  the  Duplicature  of  the 
Mefocolon  ; then  defcends  and  becomes  Je- 
ju7ium. 


The  Duodenum  is  lax  and  rather  large ; 
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and  by  its  afcending,  after  receiving  the 
T)ii£lus  choledochus  and  the  Pancreatic  Du£i^ 
it  gives  fome  opportunity  for  the  Bile  and 
Pancreatic  Liquor  to  mix  with  the  Food. 

The  Pancreas  extends  from  the  Spleen  to 
the  right,  almoft  tranfverfely^  over  the  Verte- 
brae ; is  received  between  the  Laminee  of  the 
tranfverfe  Mefocolon;  and  its  round  Extrernity 
is  almoft  furrounded  by  the  Duodenum  to 
which  it  is  attached. 

As  I fhall  have  occalion  to  mention  the 
Pancreas  and  the  Duodenum  hereafter  ; this 
fliort  account  of  their  fituation,  may  not  be 
thought  fuperfluous  ; and  will  anfwer  my 
purpofe  as  well  as  a more  detailed  and  more 
accurate  defcription. 


LIVER. 

The  great  Importance  of  this  Organ  in  the 
animal  Oeconomy  may  be  fuppofed  from  its 
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Magnitude^  being  the  largefl  of  ail  the  Vifcera, 
And  as  its  office  is  to  feparate  the  Bile  from 
the  Bloody  we  may  thence  infer,  that  it  is  to 
that  the  Liver  owes  its  Importance.  And  in 
fa(5l,  we  find,  that  whenever  the  Bile  is  de- 
ficient or  depraved,  the  due  AJfimilation  of 
the  Food  is  prevented  ; the  Chyle  becomes 
imperfedl ; Nutrition  fails ; the  Body  becomes 
by  degrees  cacheEtic^  anafarcous^  dropfical. 

The  large  quantity  of  Blood  that  pafies 
through  the  Liver,  but  efpecially  that  by  the 
Vena  Portarum,  which  performs  the  office  of 
an  Artery,  but  without  its  contraElile  Power, 
is  retarded  in  its  progrefs ; and  hence  proba- 
bly the  difpofitionto  ObJlruElions  ^ndSchirroiis 
Tumours  fo  frequently  found  in  this  Part. 

The  mefenteric  and  the  fplenic  Veins,  of 
which  the  former  is  the  larged,  together 
Trom  the  Vena  Portarum,  which  is  difperfed 
through  the  Liver,  accompanied  by  the  ra- 
mifications of  the  hepatic  Artery,  Vena  cava 
and  the  DuElus  hepaticus)  thefe  communicate 
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one  with  another,  the  Vena  Portarum  with 
the  Forbiliarii^  and  the  branches  of  Vena  cava-, 
and  this  too,  with  the  hepatic  Artery, 

The  blood  brought  by  the  mefenteric'Wm, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  charged  with  oily^fetid^  and 
alcalefcent  Particles,  abforbed  by  the  mefaraic 
and  internal  heemorrbotdal  Veins  ; and  thus 
being,  by  its  nature  and  retarded  motion,  ra- 
ther too  vifcid,  is  fuppofed  to  require  being 
diluted,  which  is  thought  to  be  performed  ' 
by  the  Blood  brought  from  the  Spleen  ; the 
whole  fubftance  of  which,  being  formed  of 
the  ramifications  of  Blood  Vejfels,  and  having 
no  excretory  Veflels,  and  being  at  the  fame 
time  lodged  in  a part,  where  the  warmth  is 
confiderable,  becomes  alcalefcent ; is  atte- 
nuated, and  mixing  with  the  mefentericViXoodi, 
not  only  dilutes  it,  but  fupplies  it  with  fome- 
thing  neceffary  to  the  completion  of  the  Bile; 
and  this  too,  at  a time  when  it  is  moji  wanted  j 
when  the  Stomach  is  diflended  with  Food ; 
which  prefling  upon  the  Spleen,  urges  on  and 
accelerates  the  motion  of  theBlood  from  it. 

The 
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T'be  DISEASES  of  the  LIVER, 

are  Inflammation;  Abscess;  Schir- 
Rous  Tumours,  &c. 

Infammatlon  of  the  Liver  is  attended  with 
Fever ; pain  and  Ferifion  of  the  right  Hypo- 
chondre,  which  extends  to  the  Shoulder;  hlgJj- 
coloured  Urine  ; Fhirf;  dry  Cough  ; Hiccup; 
Jaundice,  8cc.  As  Refolution  is  the  moll  de- 
lirable  termination,  this  mull  be  attempted 
by  free  and  repeated  Bleedings ; fmall  ni- 
trated diluents;  defers;  im\d  laxatives ; and 
proper  diet.  But  fhould  Suppuration  take 
place,  the  Event  will  be  doubtful ; unlefs 
the  Abfcefs  fliould  be  in  Contact  with  and 
adhering  to  the  Peritoneum;  and  then  it 
may  be  difcharged  outwardly  ; or,  by  fome 
Communication  with  the  Inteflnes,  may  be 
^ carried  off  by  Stool,  which  I have  known  to 
happen. 


Case 
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Case  of  an  Abscess. 

A remarkable  inftance  of  an  Abfcefs  in  the 
Uver  cam'e  under  my  Notice.  A middle- 
aged  man  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital^ 
with  a large  Tumour  in  the  right  Hypo- 
chondre.  Before  this  appeared,  he  had  great 
pain  in  the  part^  with  Fever ^ Shiverings^  See. 
He  was  now  much  emaciated,  pale  and 
heBical.  He  had  been  but  a few  days  in 
the  Hofpital^  when  he  was,  one  morning, 
feized  with  violent  Vomitings^  foon  after 
which,  the  Fumour  difappeared,  the  whole 
Belly  became  fwelled ; and  after  languifhing 
two  or  three  Days  he  died. 

Upon  opening  the  Body,  I found  a great 
quantity  of  matter  in  the  Abdomen^  which 
had  been  difeharged  from  a large  Cavity 
formed  of  almofl  the  whole  right  Lobe  of 
the  Uver ; the  outer  covering  of  which  was 
the  Sac^  which  was  lined  with  a white  SuU 
Jiance  of  fome  thicknefs,  not  much  unlike 

buff 
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buff  leather.  In  the  Cavity  I found  a great 
number  of  Hydatids  of  various  fizes,  from 
that  of  a large  Goofeherry^  to  that  of  an  AprU 
cot  or  Peach.  I had  fome  of  them  boiled^ 
but  that  produced  little  Change  in  them, 
except  that  the  Shell  feemed  a little  thick- 
ened, but  the  Fluid  was  like Water. 

I 

Schirrous  Tumors  in  the  Liver  are  not  un- 
frequent, but  are  feldom  difcovered  during 
the  Life  of  the  Patient,  unlefs  the  whole  Viff 
cus  be  much  enlarged,  of  which  I have  met 
with  fome  Inftances. 

Case  of  a Schirrous  Liver. 

Cafe — An  elderly  Man  was  feht  to  the  Ho~ 
fpital  on  account  of  a pain  at  his  Stomach 
and  frequent  Vomiting,  by  which  he  was 
become  much  emaciated.  Finding  that  his 
Pain  and  Vomiting  were  conftantly  brought 
on  by  taking  Food,  he  lived  chiefly  on  fmall 
quantities  of  warm  Milk,  the  Yolk  of  Eggs 
diluted  with  warm  water  with  a little  fugar, 
and  things  of  this  kind. 


The 
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The  Stomach  was  fufpedled  to  be  difeafed, 
until  death  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
covering  the  Seat  of  the  Malady.  The  Sto- 
mach appeared  to  be  pretty  found  ; but  the 
concave  furface  of  the  Liver  which  prefled 
upon  it,  had  a number  of  hard  white  bodies 
like  Steato7nata  in  it ; the  Apices  of  which  were 
prominent.^  and  feemed  capable  of  irritating 
the  Stomach  fo  as  to  occafion  the  Symptoms. 

Case  of  Diseased  Liver. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  a 
cafe  afledling  the  Liver,  very  different  from 
the  above. 

Cafe — A youth  of  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  was  brought  to  the  Hofpital  with  a very 
large  fwelling  of  the  Epigafrium.,  towards 
the  right  fide.  Upon  inquiry,  he  told  me 
that  fome  weeks  before,  he  had  received  a 
violent  kick  of  a Horfe,  which  gave  him 
great  pain.  He  could  not  tell  me  what  had 
been  done,  but  whatever  it  was,  it  did  not 

prevent 
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prevent  the  Swelling,  which  by  degrees  in- 
creafed  fo  much,  that  he  was  at  lafl  advifed 
to  come  to  the  Hofp  'ital.  The  principal  part 
of  the  Swelling  was,  as  I have  faid,  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Epigajlriuni  extending  to  that 
Hypochondre.  There  was  a very  feniible  Fluc- 
tuation^ hmilar  to  what  we  feel  in  Afcites^  but 
it  was  not  perceivable  below  the  Navel. 

The  cafe  appeared  to  be  very  unpromifing  ; 
fo  that  I had  no  encouragement  to  meddle 
with  it,  but  as  without  difcharging  the  Fluids 
nothing  could  be  of  ufe ; and  as  it  appeared 
to  me,  that  it  might  be  difcharged  with  fafetjy 
though  with  little  profpedt  of  more  than  a 
little  teinporary  Relief ; even  this  conlidera- 
tion  determined  me  to  try  it.  I propofed 
its  being  done  by  the  ‘Trocar^  which  was  ac- 
cordingly palfed  into  the  moft  prominent 
part  of  the  Swelling,  and  where  the  Fluctu- 
ation was  the  moft  fenjibly  felt ; by  which  were 
difcharged  about  two  gallons  of  thin  brown. 
Ichor ^ not  fetid,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
contained  in  the  Covering  of  the  right  Lobe 
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of  the  Liver ^ the  fubftance  of  which  was 
diffolvcd.  The  Patient  was  relieved  by  the 
Operation,  and  was  upon  the  whole  ealier 
while  he  lived,  which  might  be  about  four- 
teen days  after  he  left  the  HofpltaL 

Case  of  Matter  discharged  by  Stool. 

Having  occafionally  mentioned  the  matter 
of  internal  Abfcejfes  being  fometimes  dif- 
charged  by  Stool^  I take  this  Opportunity  to 
relate  the  cafe  of  a Patient,  who  had  been 
affli(5led  feveral  days  with  great  pain  in  his 
Belly,  which  was  much  fwelled,  with  great 
Tenfion,  attended  with  Fever,  His  Apothe- 
cary in  the  country,  had  ufed  very  proper 
means,  fuch  as  Bleedhig,  laxatives,  fomenta- 
tions, &c.  but  ftill  the  fwelling  continued ; 
the  Patient  loft  his  flrength,  fo  that  his  life 
was  thought  to  be  in  great  danger.  Such  was 
the  flate  of  the  cafe  when  I was  fent  for. 
In  examining  the  Belly,  and  taking  into 
conlideration  the  attending  fymptoms,  I 
fufped;ed  matter  to  be  formed  among  the 

abdominal 
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Mhdovnnal  Mufcles,  but  fo  deep  that  I duift 
not  propofe  an  opening  then,  but  advifed 
perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  proper  outward 
Applications^  and  in  the  mean  time  to  endea- 
vour to  fupport  the  Patient. . About  a week 
after,  I had  a letter  from  the  Apothecary in- 
forming me  that  the  Patient  had  voided  a 
large  quantity  of  Matterhj  5'/oo/,from  which 
time  he  began  to  recover  and  did  well.  He 
had  a Return  of  the  complaint  about  two 
years  after,  which  terminated  in  the  fame 
manner,  fince  which  he  has  continued  well. 


P A N C R E‘  A S. 

. Having  already  mentioned  its  lituation, 
I have  only  to  add  that  being  a true  falivary 
Gland,  its  fluid  has  the  fame  ufe  in  digeftion 
as  the  Saliva ; only  being  fo  very  large,  it  is 
fuppofed  to  furnifli  triple  the  ^lantity^  that 
the  other  falival  Glands  do,  of  a thin  aque- 
ous, inftpid  Fluid,  neither  acid  nor  alcalious^ 
which  it  pours  into  the  Duodenum^  at  the 
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place  where  the  Bile  enters  it.  The  Bile, 
which  is  of  a more  vlfcid  Nature,  is  hereby 
diluted,  and  the  mixture  of  both,  with  the 
Aliment  defcending  from  the  Stomach,  is 
promoted  and  chylification  completed. 

Belides  this  important  ufe  of  the  Bile,  it 
fliniulates  the  Intejllnes,  and  promotes  the 
defcent  of  the  Feces,  which,  when  the  DuSlus 
choledochus  is  obftrudled,  is  very  much  re- 
garded. 

Case  of  Schirrous  Pancreas. 

It  appears  then  that  the  pancreatic  Liquor 
is  fo  neceifary  to  perfe(51:  Chylification,  that 
this  muft  be  imperfe’61  when  the  Pancreas  is 
difeafed  ; an  Injiance  of  which,  I had  an 
Opportunity  of  feeing,  in  a poor  Man  who 
was  admitted  into  the  Hojpital  in  a very  lan- 
guifhing  State.  He  had  long  fuffered  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  Epigajlrium  and  Stomach; 
conftant  Indigejiion ; frequent  Vomitings ; Co- 
Jlivencfs  j Thirjl,  and  flow  Fever,  under  the 

prefllire 
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prefTure  of  which,  he  at  laft  was  brought  to 
the  Grave. 

Upon  opening  his  Body,  I found  no  par- 
ticular affecflion  of  the  Stomachy  nor  the  hi- 
tejlines^  nor  the  Liver.  But  proceeding  to 
the  Diiodeiimn^  I found  the  Pancreas  much 
enlarged,  fchlrrous  and  ulcerated.  Having 
difcovered  this,  and  being  prelTed  for  time, 
I was  obliged  to  defift  ; not,  however,  with- 
out the  fatisfa6lion  of  having  found  out 
the  real  Source  of  the  complaints. 


JAUNDICE. 

The  Pori  biliarli  in  their  progrefs  towards 
the  Porter^  joining  their  ramifications,  form 
the  DuSlus  hepaticus^  which  defcending  to  the  ' 
left,  enters  the  pofterior  part  of  the  Duode- 
num^ at  the  bottom  of  its  fecond  Flexure^ 
about  fix  inches  from  the  Pylorus.  But 
while  it  is  in  the  Ported^  it  is  joined  by  a 
fimilar  but  fmaller  du&^  which  is  inferted 
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into  it,  under  a very  acute  Angle,  coming 
from  the  Gall-Bladder ; hence  it  is  called  the 
cyji’ic  Du&.  By  this,  Du£l  the  hepatic  Bile  is 
carried  to  the  Gall-Bladder^  whenever  it  is 
prevented,  by  any  ohJlruBing  caufe  whatever, 
to  pafs  by  the  Dudlus  choledochus  into  the 
Duodenum  ; in  which  cafe,  the  Gall-Bladder 
is  fometimes  enormoujly  enlarged. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Gall-Bladder 
can  receive  the  Bile  any  other  way  than 
from  the  hepatic  Dudt,  by  the  cyjlic. 

The  Bile  ftagnating  in  the  Vejicula^  grows 
thicker  and  acquires  a greater  degree  of 
Bittcrnefs^  and  a deeper  Colour ; and  in  thefe 
chief y^  does  it  differ  from  the  hepatic  Bile, 
which  is  lefs  bitter,  lefs  vifcid,  &c.  And  that 
this  difference  is  produced  by  its  flagnation 
is  eafy  to  conceive.  But  the  great  utility 
of  the  Gall-Bladder  feems  to  be,  its  receiving 
the  Bile  when  the  Stomach  is  empty ; and 
difcharging  it  moft  abundantly  by  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  Stomach  after  a meal,  to  mix  with 
the  aliment  as  it  paffes  into  the  Duodenum. 

BILIOUS 
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BILIOUS  CONCRETIONS, 

By  its  ftagnation  in  the  Gall-Bladder^  the 
Bile  becomes  not  only  thicker^  but  Concretions 
are  formed  of  various  forms  and  fizes.  I 
once  faw  in  the  Gall-Bladder  of  a flout  man 
of  about  Jixty,  bilious  Concretions  of  a cubi- 
cal fhape,  perhaps  not  exceeding  the  weight 
of  two  or  three  grains  each,  but  in  number 
more  than Jlfty.  I never  underftood  that  he 
had  the  yaundlce^  or  other  complaint,  but 
he  had  been  in  prifon  above  a year.  Could 
fuch  numerous  concretions  have  beenformed 
during  that  date  of  InaUlvity  f A toofeden- 
tary  life  does  undoubtedly  favour  the  Stag- 
nation and  InfpiJJ'ation  of  the  Bile;  which  may 
in  time  form  Concretions. 

Thefe  Concretions  flopping  in  the  DuBiis 
choledochus  in  the  Duodenum^  may  occafion 
that  fpecies  of  Jaundice^  wdiich  is  preceded 
by  violent  pain  in  the  EpigaJlrium^dcnfX  flrain- 
ing  to  vomit  j and  which  continues  only  a 

few 
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few  days,  and  even  goes  off fpontmieoujly ; but 
v^\\i(:h.frcquently  returns,  after  longer  or  Ihorter 
Intervals.  This  is  the  cafe  when  the  Stones 
are  not  very  large  ; for  when  that  happens, 
the  Symptoms  continue  fo  long  as  fometimes 
to  exhauft  the  Patient’s  Jlrength  ; which, 
however,  has  many  times  expelled  them,  of 
fuch  a fize  as  one  would  have  thought  that 
they  could  not  pofhbly  have  paffed. 

The  Jaundice  being  thus  occafioned  by 
vifcid  Bile  or  Concretions.,  is  often  very  fuc- 
cefsfully  treated  at  the  firft  by  Emetics.  But 
tiiefe  fhould  not  be  immediately  given,  if 
the  Symptoms  fhould  be  flrongly  fpafmodic.  ^ 
In  that  cafe,  it  is  inofl  advifeable  to  begin 
with  the  milder  Deohjiritents  and  faponaceous 
Laxatives,  and  in  cafe  of  Plethora.,  to  take 
away  fome  Blood : and  in  due  time  Emetics 
may  be  more  fafely  tried,  and  with  greater 
profpe(5l  of  Advantage.  As  to  fpecific  SoU 
vents,  I believe  little  dependance  is  to  be  had 
on  any  of  them,  becaufe  they  can  hardly 
ever  come  into  contacl  with  the  Stones. 
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The  Bile  in  perfons  of  certain  conflitu- 
tions  and  habits  of  body,  as  the  coU  and 
phlegmatic^  and  thofe  as  are  fubjedl  to  fre- 
quent acidities^  feems  to  want  Energy;  hence 
arife  Indigejlion  ; Cardialgia ; Soda ; excefs 
of  Mucus ; Flatuojity ; four  EruBations ^ 8cc. 
In  fuch  cafes,  after  an  Emetic  and  fome 
warm  laxatives,  fuch  as  Vin.  Rhab.  Fin.  Aloes^ 
I’inB.  Senna ^ Sac.  Bitters,  elpecially  AloeticSy 
(which  will  in  fome  fort  be  a Subjlitute  for 
the  Bile')  joined  with  'Tonics,  will  be  moll 
advifable.  In  the  mean  time  the  Patient 
mull  ufe  exercife  on  Horfeback,  and  obferve 
fuch  a regimen  of  diet  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  requires,  and  which  has  already  been 
recommended  in  cafes  of  acid  Acrimony  A 

The  Jaundice  is  fometimes  occalioned  by 
fpafmodic  conftri(5lions  in  the  Duodenum,  from 
violent  emotions  of  the  Mind.  In  which 
cafe  antifpafmodics  and  Sedatives  may  be  ufe- 
ful.  In  Children  it  is  often  occalioned  by 
acid  acrimony  in  the  Duodenum,  conltringing 

the 
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the  du6ls,  and  here  Magnejia  with  Rhubarb, 
Soap,  and  other  Antiacids  are  very  ufeful. 


AFFECTIONS  of  the  SPLEEN. 

INFLAMMATION. 

Having  endeavoured  to  explain  the  ufe 
and  importance  of  this  Vifcus,  according  to 
the  opinions  of  the  moft  celebrated  Ph^io- 
logijls ; I come  now  to  mention  its  difeafes. 
Thefe  are,  in  general,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
other  Inflammation;  Enlargement; 

Schirrofity,  &c.  Pain;  Swelling  and  Tenfion 
of  the  left  Hypocbotidre ; Fever  ; difiiculty 
of  lying  on  that  fide,  without  Nephritic 
fymptoms ; are  the  mofl:  common  attend- 
ants on  inflammation : which  is  accom- 
panied v.fith  more  or  lefs  danger,  accord- 
ing to  the  greater  or  lefs  violence  of  the 
fymptoms. 


The 
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The  treatment  of  this  is  fo  very  fimilar 
to  that  of  all  other  internal  Fblegmafice;  that 
having  already  taken  occafion  to  repeat  it, 
over  and  over,  more  repetitions  would  be 
fuperfluous  and  unneceffary. 


SPLENALGI  A. 

This  too  is  mentioned  by  Authors^  as  an 
affedlion  in  which  the  Spleen  is  enlarged, 
attended  with  a dull^  heavy ^ tenfive  pain,  with- 
out Fever.  But  being  a cafe  that  I have 
feldom  met  with,  and  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  verifying  the  nature  of  by  difTec- 
tion ; for  further  fatisfacflion  in  this  and 
many  other  affections  of  this  organ^  I muft 
refer  my  reader  to  the  incomparable  Mor- 
gagni^ where  he  will  find  feveral  examples 
of  the  Spleen  being  fo  increafcd  in  length 
and  its  other  dimenhons,  as  to  reach  down 
to  the  Hypogajlrium. 
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Of  the  INTESTINES. 

E N 7^  E R I T IS. 

Having  confidered  the  principal  Chylopo- 
letic  organs  and  their  affections,  I now  pro- 
ceed to  the  Intejlines^  which  being  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  Stomachy  and  endued 
with  great  Senjihility^  efpecially  Duodenum^ 
’Jejunum^  and  Ilium;  and  expofed  to  various 
imitating  caufes  mechanical  as  well  as  phyfical, 
they  are  alfo  liable  to  fimilar  affeliions^  fome 
of  which  are  fo  dangerous  as  to  require  the 
moll ferious  Attention.  Such  is  Injlammation ^ 
the  fymptoms  of  which  are  Pain  in  the  Belly, 
about  the  Navel,  with  Swelling  and  Ten- 
fion ; Naufea,  Vomiting,  Cojlivenefs  and  Fever. 
To  obviate  the  fatal  Confequences  of  which, 
the  Patient  muff  be  let  blood  freely  and 
repeatedly  ; the  Abdomen  muff  be  fomented 
affiduoufy,  and  continued,  as  the  Patient  can 
hear  it ; emollient  Clyfers  muff  be  repeatedly 

injected. 
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inje6led.  The  Patient  mnft  take  frequently 
in  fmall  quantities  at  a time,  chicken  water, . 
Barley  water  warm,  with  a moderate  quan- 
tity of  Nitre.  He  muft  alfo  endeavour  to 
get  down,  by  fmall  repeated  dofes  a Solu- 
tion of  Sal.  Cathart.  Sal.  Rupellenfis^  or  Soda 
Phofpborata^  dilfolved  in  Mi  fit  Water ; De- 
coel.  Pamarind  cic  Setina^  or  01.  Ricint^  to 
procure  flools.  Should  thefe  be  rejected,  ti 
may  be  advifeable  to  give  the  Patient  2 3 or 
30  drops  of  ‘TinSl.  Opii^  or  Ophnh^  gr.  i.  ii. 
and  half  an  hour  after,  try  the  laxatives 
again.  A warm  Bath  flrould,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  getting  ready.  Should  the  Cofiftl- 
patlon  of  the  Belly  and  Vomiting  ftill  con- 
tinue, I fhould  advife  trial  to  be  made  of 
crude  Mercury^  which  may  be  given  in  dofes 
of  three  ounces,  and  repeated  one  or  two 

I 

hours  after ; or  fix,  eight,  or  more  ounces 
may  be  given  at  once.  To  a Lady.,  a patient 
of  mine,  fome  years  ago,  I ordered  three 
ounces,  to  be  repeated  as  mentioned.  She 
took  only  a fecond  dofe,  foon  after  which  flie 
began  to  have  (tools  j having  before  taken 

feveral 
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ieveral  Laxatives  and  clyfters  without  efFe(5t:> 
lb  that  this  fuccefs  feemed  due,  in  part  at 
kail,  to  the  Mercury. 

Tlie  Mefefrtcry,  and  Onmttum  too,  are  fu- 
fceptible  of  Inflammation.^  but  how  to  diflin- 
guidi  that  of  thofe  parts  from  each  other, 
and  from  Inflammation  of  the  Inteflines  ? 
I fhould  fuppofe  tlie  former  would  be  lefs 
painful  at  leafl. 

Whether  the  Peritoneum  be  inflamed,  in- 
dependent of  the  Abdojninal  Mufcles.,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  ; but  the  latter  we  know 
are  fubjebl  to  Inflammation  ; the  figns  of 
which  are  pain,  foreiiefs,  and  tenfion  of  the 
Abdomen,  efpecially  when  the  Mufcles  are  in 
Allion,  or  the  part  is  comprefled,  and  Fever. 
After  what  has  been  faid  on  the  treatment 
of  Enteritis,  which  is  quite  applicable  to  this; 
I fhall  only  obferve  that  as  this  Inflammation 
often  tends  to  Suppuration,  if  that  cannot 
be  prevented,  we  mull  endeavour  to  procure 
the  difcharge  of  the  Matter  outwardly.  For 

fliould 
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llionlcl  it  open  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Belly^ 
it  might  prove  fatal. 

I before  mentioned  the  cafe  of  a Patient, 
who  had  an  Abfcefs  in  the  Belly,  which  was 
difcharged  by  ftool ; and  he  recovered. 


CO  I I C A— ILEUS. 

The  Colic  is  a pain  in  the  region  of  the 
Navel^  attended  wdth  vomiting  and  coftive- 
nefs,  and  often  with  a fenfe  of  Fullnefs  and 
I‘c7ifion  of  the  Belly,  from  Air  pent  up  in  a 
fmall  part  of  the  Intejline  by  Conjlriclions  oc- 
calioned  hy  Irritationirom.  fome  kind  of  Acri- 
mo?iy.  The  Nerves  being  diftracfted,  by  the 
Dijienjion  • of  the  Bowel,  pahi  more  or  lefs 
fevere  enfues.  This  feems  to  be  that  fpecies 
of  Colic  that  is  called  fpafmodic  or  flatulent^ 
and  is  fometimes  attended  with  Retraliion 
of  the  Navel  and  Spafms  of  the  Jlldominal 
Miifcles. 
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This  difeafe  often  arifes  from  overloading 
the  Stomach,  efpecially  with  a variety  of 
things,  hot  and  cold  ; fweet  and  four  ; and 
feafoned  with  all  the  art  of  Cookery;  and 
then  1 wallowing  down  a quantity  of  cold 
I r Hit,  Creams,  jellies.  Ices,  8cc.  with  no  lefs 
variety  of  Liquors.  For  from  fuch  heteroge- 
neous Mixtures,  the  powers  of  Digeflion  are 
opprelled,  Fermentation  is  increafed,  whence 
arife  jlatulency,  Dijlenfion  of  the  bowels,  and 
Pain. 

In  fuch  cafes,  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of 
Brandy,  Spirit  of  Juniper,  or  Nutmeg,  with  a 
fpoonful  or  two  of  warm  water  are  often 
ufeful.  But  fhould  it  fail,  the  bell  Way 
will  be  to  endeavour  to  difcharge  the  load 
by  irritating  the  Fauces,  and  drinking  Cha- 
momile  tea,  or  warm  water,  and  after  having 
cleared  the  Stomach,  give  Tinllure  of  Rhu- 
barb and  Vin.  Aloes,  a fufficient  dofe  to  pro- 
cure ftools. 

Some  Ilomachs  are  eafily  offended,  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  in  perfons  fubje<5l  - to  gouty  and 
nervous  AfFedlions.  They  fhould  therefore 
be  very  careful  how  they  indulge  them- 
felves  in  eating  crude  Vegetables  and  Fruits. 

A few  years  fince,  in  the  courfe  of  not 
many  hours,  a Gentleman  died  here  of  a vio- 
lent Colk^  brought  on  by  eating  too  freely 
of  Sallad  and  Fruit  to  Supper. 

In  all  cafes  of  Colic  and  Ileus  we  fliould 
ever  remember  to  inquire  whether  or  no 
the  Patient  have  any  kind  of  Hernia, 


ILEUS. 

This  affection  feems  to  differ  from  Colic 
only  in  degree.  They  being  both  attended 
with  pain  in  the  Belly  and  Cojlivenefs,  but  in 
this  they  are  to  a greater  degree.  In  this 
too  the  Conjlipation  of  the  Bowels  is  more 
fixed,  with  conftant  vomiting  of  every  thing 
that  is  taken  down  and  contained  in  the 
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fniall  Intejiincs.  Even  Facts  are  brought  up  j 
but  thefe,  I fuppofe,  may  have  been  formed 
in  the  lUum^  which  has  been  found,  after 
Death,  to  contain  folk!  Faces  in  no  fmall 
quantity.  Not  only  Excrements  are  men- 
tioned by  Authors,  as  having  been  vomited 
up,  but  alfo  Clyjlers  and  even  Suppofitories. 
But  in  Ileus  w-itli  oblHnate  Cojlivenefs,  in 
which  the  Colon  is  fuppofed  to  be  loaded  with 
hard  Faces,  this  cannot  pojftbly  happen  ; the 
Valvula  Baukini  prefenting  an  unfurmount- 
able  Objiacle, 

We  are  told  by  fome,  indeed,  that  what 
they  call  Bilious  Colic,  which  is  accompanied 
with  bilious  Vomiting  and  loofe  Stools,  does 
fometimes  bring  on  the  Iliac  afFe(5lion;  and 
in  that  cafe  there  may  be  fuppofed  a free 
paffage  from  tlie  Colon  upwards  ; but  ad- 
mitting this,  what  reafon  then  could  be 
given  for  ufing  a Suppofitory.  Moreover, 
violent  Vomiting  and  at  the  fame  time 
Loofenefs,  are  more  properly  I'ymptoms  of 
Cholera,  than  of  Colica  or  Ileus. 
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Simple  CO  S I’ IV EN E S S, 

Though  fimple  Cojiivenefs  is  fbmetimes,' 
and  in  fome  Pcrfons^  fo  habitual,  as  that 
they  have  a ftool  every  third  or  fourth  day 
only,  yet  enjoy  perfed;  health  j and  though 
it  may  be  confidcred  as  a figii  complete  di- 
geflion  in  healthy  perlbns  ; yet  it  is  often 
very  troubkfome^  and,  if  not  attended  to,  is 
productive  of  ferlous  confequences  ; occa- 
lioning  Hernia^  the  Piles^  and  even  Death, 
As  happened  x.02iGenllewoman  hcre,not  many 
years  fince  ; in  whom  Cojiivenefs^  not  being- 
attended  to  at  firft,  became  in  a fezv  days  fa 
obflinate  as  to  refill  the  utmoll  eftbrts  of  her 
Phyfician^  a man  of  the  frjl  eminence,  to 
relieve  her;  Vomiting  coming  on,  and  pre- 
venting all  paflage  of  the  medicines  down- 
wards ; fo  that  file  died  about  tlie  fourteenth 
day  without  ever  having  the  lead  Fever^ 
merely  ivoisxInfar&ionQi  the  6b/ow  with 


Perfons  of  tliis  habit,  fliould  endeavour 
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to  accommodate  their  diet  to  prevent  it,  by 
eating  Bread  containing  Rye, — boiled  Ve- 
getables, and  ripe  Fruits  of  all  forts,  frefli 
and  dry ; and  drinking  Malt  liquor,  as  fmall 
Beer,  mild  Ale,  &c. 


WORMS, 

The  worms  which  infefl  the  human  body 
are  ordinarily  of  three  forts,  to  wit,  Lum- 
hrict  ; both  the  Afcarides  ; and  'Taenia.  To 
the  firfl  and  fecond  fort,  children  after  being 
weaned,  and  young  perfons,  are  the  moil 
fubjedt.  Taenia  chiefly  affecls  grown  per- 
fons ; but  they  are  like  wife  fubjecfl;  to  both 
the  other  kinds.  I have  not  yet  mentioned 
cuciirbitini,  becaufe  I am  inclined  to  confider 
them  as  parts  of  Tasnia,  as  I never  faw  them 
in  any  Patient  who  had  not  the  Taenia.  Or 
may  I be  permitted  to  confider  one  cucur- 
bitinus  as  the  Parent  of  the  fucceeding  ones, 
each  of  which  produces  its  fucceflfor,  which 
though  entire  and  diftinc^l  from  each  other,  ‘ 

yet 


.WORMS. 


»33 


yet  are  by  fome  fort  of  Gliiton  attached  one 
to  another,  fo  as  to  form  one  continued  band 
fometimes  of  wonderful  ie?igth. 

I have  in  my  poffedion,  a quantity  of 
7’ania  which  was  difcharged  by  a woman, 
my  Patient,  at  different  times,  by  feveral 
yards  at  a time,  amounting  together  to 
not  lefs  than  Jifty  yards,  which  was  not  all 
that  file  had  paffed  ; feveral  fmall  portions 
and  many  fmgle  cucurbitini  having  been 
thrown  away,  before  I defired  them  to  be 
taken  care  of,  as  flie  had  been  ill  fomc 
time  before  flie  came  under  my  care.  The 
fymptoms  Ihe  chiefly  complained  of  urere 
pain  in  the  Bowels,  Famt?icfs^  Naufea,  &c. 
which  with  fome  others,  would  not  have 
poftively  afcertained  the  prefence  of  Tae- 
nia, had  not  the  difcharge  of  cucurbitini 
fully  fatisfied  me,  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
her  difeafe. 

At  the  fir  ft  I ordered  her  cathartics  with 
Calomel',  and  on  the  intermediate  days  Ihe 

took 
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took  ILltx^  Alocs^  which  relieved  her  for  a 
time,  but  her  complaint  returning,  I ordered 
for  her  an  Ele&uary  of  Rafur,  Stamii ; Conf, 
Ruta^  and  Pulv.  Aloetlcy  by  which,  in  a few 
days,  her  pains  greatly  abated,  and  after 
palling  fcveral  Portions  of  'Tania^  llie  was  for 
fonie  weeks  free  from  pain  or  other  com- 
plaint. A return  of  it,  however,  obliged  us 
to  have  recourfe  again  to  the  fame  means, 
which  again  relieved  and  finally  cured  her. 
I thought  it,  however,  advifeable  for  her 
to  take  tv/o  or  tliree  dofes  of  a Mercurial  Ca- 
thartic as  before,  and  to  finifh  witli  fbme 
tonic  Bitters. 


L U M B R I C I. 

Liimhrici  affect  Children  and  young  Per- 
fons  moflly,  but  perfons  of  more  advanced 
age  are  nor  wholly  exempt.  They  inhabit 
chiefly  the  finall  Intejlines  and  the  Stomach ; 
occafioning  pains  in  die  Bowels ; Palenejs  of 
the  Face ; Itching  of  the  Nofe ; Bulimia  ; 

Spajms  ; 
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Spafnis;  Fever,  8cc.  They  fometimes  pierce 
through  the  hitcjlines  and  Abdomen ; two 
hijlances  of  which  I met  with  in  two  young 
Perfons : in  the  one  the  W orm  appeared  at 
the  Navel;  the  other  in  the  Groin;  each 
forming  a fmall  Abfcefs,  from  which  they 
iflued.  They  were  alive.  Both  the  Patients 
recovered. 

The  method  of  cure  as  mentioned  abbve, 
will,  in  general,  be  of  ufe  here.  Various 
other  means  there  are,  a detail  of  which  I 
lhall  not  enter  into  here  ; but  juft  take  no- 
tice of  the  celebrated  Swifs  remedy  againft 
Faniat  made  public  by  order  of  the  French 
King — the  root  of  the  Fern,  Polypodmm,JiHx 
mafcula  Linnai ; but  this  I have  not  had  oc- 
cafton  to  try. 


A S C A R IDES. 

Thefe  fmall  InJeEls  inhabit  the  reElnm,  and 
occalion  intolerable  itching  in  the  Podex  ; 

from 
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from  whence  they  often  creep  out,  upon  the 
‘Thighs.  The  ufual  Anthelminthlcs  may  be 
employed  here  with  advantage ; but  in  ge- 
neral Clyjlers  made  of  a decodlion  of  Worm- 
•woody  Rue,  &c.  with  a moderate  quantity 
of  Salt ; or  of  Aloesy  fucceed  belt.  Harro- 
. gate  Water,  both  drunk  and  inje(d.ed  has 
very  happy  effec5ls. 

• After  thefe  it  will  be  proper  to  purge  away 
the  Feecesy  and  finilh  the  cure  by  Tonics, 
aided  by  Aloetics. 


DIARRHOEA. 


In  this  Stools  are  very  frequent,  the  con- 
tents of  which  are  limply  feculent;  bilious; 
mucous ; whitilli  or  Chylous;  or  half  digefted 
Food;  or  thin  and  bloody;  which  appearances 
have  given  names  to  different  fpecies : hence 
Diarrhcea  hiliofay  mucojay  casliacay  Lienteria, 
Hepatirrhcea.  There  are  befides  many  fymp- 
tomatic  difterences,  as  Diarrhoea  fcbrilisy  Va- 

rioloja. 
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riolofa^  Arthritica^  8cc.  Attention  to  tliefe 
differences  is  of  no  fmall  Importance  towards 
forming  a right  method  of  Cure)  which 
however  is,  in  general,  much  the  fame  in  all. 

As  the  moft  frequent  caufes  of  Diarrhoea 
are  lodged  in  the  Stomach  and  Diiodcjium ; 
being  either  acrimonious  fub fiances  taken 
down,  or  generated  there  by  Intemperance  or 
heteroge?ieous  mixtures,  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing ; the  Cure  mull  be  directed  to  the  diff 
charging  the  acid  or  nidorous  Crudities^  by 
drinking  Chamemile  tea,  or  warm-water ; 
by  Emetics  of  Ipecacua?tha ; and  gentle  purg- 
ing with  Magnejia  ; T.  Rhab.  Vinos; 

Vin.  Aloes^  &c.  which  muff  be  repeated  if 
neceffary.  Should  the  Diarrhoea  flill  go  on, 
fmall  dofes  of  Ipecac:  witli  xx  or  xxv  gr.  of 
Conf.  Opiata^  may  be  given  twice  a day.  The 
Patient  in  the  mean  time  drinking  D'ecoEi. 
Corn,  Cervi.  &c.  His  diet  may  be  Rice;  Sago; 
Salep^  &c. — Externally,  an  Epithem  of  Conf, 
Opiata  to  the  Epigafrium  may  be  ufeful. 


S 


DTSEN- 


DYSENTERIA. 


dtsenterij. 

Frequent  Griping^  mucous  and  bloody  Stools, 
^enefmus^  and  Pyrexia^  are  the  mod  common 
attendants  on  this  difeafe.  And  as  it,  for 
the  mod  part,  depends  more  or  lefs  on 
the  Conjlitution  of  the  year,  the  Seafon^  or 
fome  local  Dlfpojition^  it  is  more  or  lefs  pre- 
valent, or  epidemical^  contagious^  and  danger- 
ous. It  is  mod  frequent  in  Autumn.  It 
begins  with  Cbillnefs^  and  more  or  lefs  of 
Fever ^ Naufea^  and  Jlimy  or  bloody  Stools; 
while  folid  Faces  remain  in  the  Colon.^  and 
by  irritating  the  Gut,  which  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  affe6led  with  fome  degree  of  P/?/o- 
gofis.^  increafe  the  pain  and  incejfant  want 
of  going  to  Stool,  fo  as  to  be  midaken  for 
loofenefs.  For  this  reafon  we  ought  to  be 
particular  in  our  inquiries^  how  the  Patient 
had  been,  in  refpedt  to  Stools,  a little  be- 
fore and  at  the  Accejfion  of  the  difeafe ; 
that  if  he  had  been  difpofed  to  Cojlivenefs^ 
we  may  by  clyders  and  laxatives  endeavour 

to 
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to  remove  the  folid  Faeces  and  Scybala,  the 
retenfion  of  which  would  have  bad  elfecSts, 

Though  this  Difeafe  is  attended  with  Py- 
rexia and  Pain^  in  which  cafe  bleeding  the 
Patient  may  be  fometimes  advifeable,  this 
mud  be  done  with  caution,  Clyfters  of  De- 
coEt,  pro  Enefnate^  Mutton  water  and  the  like, 
without  any  Stimulants,,  mull  be  repeated  ^ 
often.  In  the  mean  time  fome  gentle  Laxa- 
tive,, as  Sal.  Cat  hart.  Sal.  Rupellens;  Soda  Phof- 
phorata ; DecoEi.  Tamarind,  cu  Senna,,  muft  be 
taken  in  fmall  repeated  dofes,  as  the  Sto- 
mach will  bear,  until  any  folid  Faces  or  Scy- 
bala  that  may  lodge  there,  be  removed.  In 
cafe  of  the  pain  being  violent,  an  anodyne 
will  be  necelfary.  Should  it  happen  that 
there  be  but  little  of  Faces  in  the  Gut,,  the 
method  will  be  fafe,  and  may  carry  off  any 
acrimonious  matters  thatmight  and  often  do, 
in  thefe  cafes, zVr/Vj/^  and  corrupt  the  Intejlines. 

• 

In  Epidemic  Eyfentery  there  is  generally 
more  or  lefs  of  Putrefcency,  and  fometimes 
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to  fuch  a degree  as  to  occafion  very  fetid 
Stools,  with  lumps  of  reddifh  or  brown 
mucous^  which  is  a fign  of  the  Bowels  being 
in  putrid^  gangrenous  State. 

Some  Cafes  of  this  fort  I met  with  in  the 
year  1758,  when  fuch  a Dyfentery  was  very 
frequent  at  Hull.  In  one  efpecially,  which 
proved  mortal  to  a middle-aged  man ; thefe 
appearances  were  followed  by  a total  ceffa- 
tion  of  Pain,  but  the  Languor,  cold  Sweat, 
and  Hiccup  announced  a Mortification,  in 
which  State,  neverthelefs,  he  lived  two  or 
three  days  longer  than  I expedled.  This 
cafe  induced  me  to  try  the  Bark,  after  hav- 
ing obtained  a free  palfage  by  the  means 
before  mentioned,  which  I gave  in  Decodiion, 
and  occahonally  with  the  addition  of  TinSi. 
Opii,  which  feemed  to  have  a good  effedl. 
I muft  obferve  that  the  Bowels  were  in  ge- 
neral fo  very  tender  in  this  Dyfentery,  as  to 
be  much  irritated  by  very  fmall  dofes  of 
Khubarb,  in  powder. 


The 
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The  Patient’s  diet  muft  be  Panada-  Sago; 
Salep^  and  the  like,  feafoned  with  a little 
Sugar,  Wine,  and  moderately  acidulated  with 
the  juice  oi  Lemon,  Chicken  broth.  Beef  tea,  &c. 
The  drink  may  be  Barley  water ; Poajl  wa- 
ter ; fmall  Lemonade.  The  Patient  mu  ft 
keep  his  bed,  but  the  room  muft  be  kept 
temperately  cool,  and  ventilated.  It  ftiould 
alfo  be  fumigated,  and  fprinkled  with  Cam- 
phorated Vinegar.  And‘in  order  to  promote 
Perfpiration,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  place 
Bladders  or  Bottles  with  hot  water  at  a little 
diftance  from  his  Feet. 


CHOLERA. 

Comes  on  with  Naufea;  Anxiety;  Griping; 
Vomiting,  and  frequent  Stools,  which  are  often 
very  bilious  and  Jharp,  or  thin  and  watery ; 
returning  fo  very  quick  and  harrafting  the 
Patient  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  occahon  cold 
Sweats  ; Cramp  in  the  Legs ; and  Syncope. 
In  fome  cafes  the  difeharges  have  been  fo 

copious 
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copious,  as  to  exhaufl  the  Patient  in  a few 
Hours, 

It  has  been  obferved  to  happen  moft  fre- 
quently in  Summer]  and  is  occahoned  by 
violent  irritation  of  the  Stomach  and  Intejlines 
from  Acrimony^  either  produced  by  impro- 
per diet ; or  taken  down,  fuch  as  draflic 
Medicines^  and  fuch  as  being  improperly 
given,  adt  as  Foifons ; eating  ripe  Fruits  of 
fome  forts  to  Excefs  ] too  great  a quantity 
of  cold  vegetables y fuch  as  Cucumbers^  have 
often  brought  on  Cholera.  The  excellent 
Morgagni^  has  related  his  own  cafe,  in  which 
he  tells  us,  that  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  hoursy 
he  voided  by  Stool  eight  quarts,  at  lead,  of 
Water  almoft  limpid.  His  Stools  were  not 
very  frequent,  but  copious — and  he  did  not 
know  what  would  have  been  the  confeqiience^ 
if  warned  by  a troublefome  Naufea^  he  had 
not  by  taking  a draught  of  warm  gruel, 
vomited  very  readily  and  with  fuccefs,  by 

throwing 
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throwing  np  fonicthing  green  which  looked 
like  the  leaf  of  a boiled  vegetable^  but  whe- 
ther it  was  fo  or  not  or  how  he  got  it,  he 
could  not  find  out.  But  the  danger  he  had 
been  in,  appeared  the  next  day  in  his  Face 
and  Hands,  which  appeared  as  thin  as  if  he 
had  been  in  a long  ilhiefs  : with  great  dry- 
nefs  of  his  Mouth  and  Fauces.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, and  his  LaJJitude  went  off  in  a few  days. 
The  LaJJitude  might  have  been  partly  owing 
to  the  journey  he  was  upon  when  the  thing 
happened. 

The  cure  requires  attention  to  the  different 
Caufes.,  Symptoms.,  and  Times  of  the  difeafe. 
As  Nature  operates  to  the  expulfwn  of  the 
material  caufe,  this  muft  be  affifted  by 
drinking  repeated  draughts  of  Chichen  'wa- 
ter thin  Water-gruely  which  will  have  the 
effects  too  of  diluting  and  weakening  the 
acrimony.  In  the  mean  time  fhould  the  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe  have  brought  on  Spafms, 
cold  fweats,  and  a tendency  to  Syncope.,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  obviate  thefe  alarming 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  by  Cardiacs  and  Anodymes^  given 
in  moderate  dofes  and  repeated  according 
to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe.  I’he  Patient 
in  the  mean  time  muft  be  fupported  by  tak- 
ing frequently  fmall  quantities  of  Sago^ 
Panada^  made  of  bifcuit,  feafoned  with  aro- 
matics^ and  Wine  or  Brandy  in  decent  pro- 
portion ; and  P erfpiration  promoted  by  the 
application  of  'warmth  to  the  Feet^  or  Pedilii- 
via  if  the  Patient  can  bear  it.  Should  there 
remain  any  marks  of  Acrimony  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  carry  it  off  by  gentle  Laxatives^  fuch 
as  Magnejia^  Rhubarb^  8cc.  and  then  endea- 
vour to  reftore  the  Pone  of  the  parts  by  Po- 
nies and  Bitters.  Externally  Aromatic  Epi- 
tbems  and  Plaljlers  are  very  ufeful. 


ILEUS  SANGUINEUS,  feu 
HEMORRIIO  IDA  L IS. 

t 

This  is  a fymptomatic  Colic,  occafioned 
hy  Plethora  in  the  Mefentery  and  the  Intef  ines, 

attended 
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attended  with  great  pain  and  opprejjiony  fre- 
quent Vomiting  and  Conjiipation  of  the  Bowels ; 
and  fometimes  Hypocbondriacifm ; fuppofed 
to  arife  ixoin  Jlagnation  or  fulhiefs  of  Blood 
in  xhtmefaraicdM&lo^emiorrhoidal veins, thereby 
irritating  the  nerves y^ixh  which  the  parts  are 
copioufly  fupplied  from  the  mefe?iteric  and 
. hepatic  Plexus;  and  QdM^mgfpafmodic  alfe61:ions 
fuch  as  a fenfe  of  prefTure  and  pain  under 
the  Ribs,  efpecially  towards  the  right  fide; 
for  the  Ve7ia  Port  arum  doing  the  office  of  an 
artery  but  without  its  contractile  powers,  and 
without  the  fupport  of  Valves,  the  Blood  at 
the  fame  time  palTing  from  larger  into  fmall- 
er  velTels,  and  being  naturally  thicker,  its 
motion  is  retarded,  and  thus  it  is  difpofed 
to  ftagnate. 

The  treatment  of  this  difeafe  muft  vary 
according  to  the  nature  and  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  conftitution  of  the  Patient. 
Bleeding,  therefore,  will  in  general  be  necef- 
fary,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  Patient,  and  the  Jlate  of  the  pulfe. 

T Emollient 
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Emollient  Clyfters  muft  be  injeded  repeat- 
edly,and  a free  paflage  downwards  procured 
by  mild  laxatives.  Should  pain  ftill  con- 
tinue, it  will  be  advifeable  to  try  a tepid  Fo- 
mentation^ or  Semicupium^  and  if  he  has  before 
been  fubje(51:,  more  or  lefs,  to  periodical 
difcharges  of  Blood  by  iS/oo/,  the  application 
of  Leeches  to  the  Anus  will  be  advifeable. 
In  the  mean  time  the  fpafmodic  fymptoms 
mull  be  treated  with  mild  fedatives,  T’indl. 
Opii^  Sp.  JKtherls  Vitriolici,  vel  Nitrosi;  Mijiur. 
Campborata^  8cc. 


HjEMORRHO  IS—PIL  E S, 

The  Mefaraic  Plethora  is  not  unfrequently 
difcharged  by  Stool,  in  which  cafe  the  Blood 
is  pure  from  Faces,  and  in  moderate  quan- 
tity. It  then  ceafes  for  a time,  and  returns 
again,  and  thus  becomes  periodical.  Or 
the  Hamorrhoidal  veifels  in  the  ReElum  be- 
come dillended  and  burft,  or  form  Piles, 
from  which  the  Blood  is  difcharged. 

When 
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When  tlie  Hcsmorrhoidal  Flux  is  moderate 
it  may  be  faid  to  be  falutaryy  by  preventing 
tlie  mifcbiefs  occafioned  by  the  Plethora. 

But  when  it  becomes  irregular^  frequent^ 
and  too  copious^  it  either  weakens  and  exhaufts 
the  Patient,  or  brings  on  Cachexy^  Leucophlcg- 
macy^  Tuad  Dropjy.  To  prevent  which,  great 
attention  on  the  part  of  both  the  Patient  and 
the  Fbyfician^  is  to  be  had. 

The  Piles  are  often  attended  with  great 
pain^  fullnefsy  and  even  Injiammation^  fo  that 
Bleeding  is  fometimes  necelTary,  with  emoU 
iient  anodyne  Fomentations^  Cataplafms^  and 
Liniments,  In  the  mean  time  the  Belly  mull 
be  loofened  by  lenitives^  Ilich  as  MannUy  EleLl, 
e,  CaJJiUy  FI.  Sulpb.  lot.  afTifted  witli  emollient 
Clyflers,  if  they  can  be  admitted. 

The  abdominal  Ttfcera  that  we  have  hi- 
therto had  under  confideration,  are  of  die 
utmoft  importance,  their  ojice  being  to  pre- 
pare a Fluid  which  is  to  nourilli  the  Body, 
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and  fupply  the  conftant  wajle  to  which  it  is 
fubjedl.  When  we  confider  the  Organisa- 
tion of  thofe  parts ^ and  of  what  confequence 
it  is  to  preferve  their  integrity^  and  at  the 
fame  time  think  of  the  ill  effedls  of  intemper- 
ance in  eating  and  drinking  ; and  of  the  in- 
congruous and  difcordant  mixtures  that  a 
luxurious  table  offers  to  a wanton,  vitiated 
appetite^  to  heap  upon  the  Stomach ; inflead 
of  being  furprifed  at  their  frequency^  we 
ought  to  wonder  that  difeafes  of  thofe  Or- 
gans are  not  much  more  frequent : and  we 
ought  too  to  remember,  that  by  ‘Temperance 
they  may  often  be  prevented ; but  can- 
not by  the  moft  fkilful  application  of  the 
Powers  of  Arty  be  always  cured. 


Section  IV. 


Section  IV. 


On  the  URINARY  ORGANS. 

fhe  KIDNEYS,  tsfc. 


Having  done  with  the  Alimentary I 
proceed  now  to  the  Urinary  Organ 
the  principal  of  which,  the  Kidneys^ 
are  fnbjedl  to  Injiammation,^  and  from  their 
o£ice  of  fecreting  the  Urine,  are  liable  to  con- 
cretions formed  of  its  faline  and  earthy  parts, 
which  are  attended  with  pain,,  more  or  lefs 
acute,  from  their  irritating  the  Kidneys,  Ure- 
ters, Bladder,  8cc.  which  being  all  lined  with 
the  fame  very  fenfible  Membrane,  fympathize 
in  each  others  affe&ions;  and  hence  occafion 
fome  difficulty  in  difcovering  the  real  feat 
of  the  diforder. 


Inflamma- 
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Inflammation — Nephritis. 

Vain  in  the  region  of  the  Kidney^  flriking 
down  towards  the  Hypogajlriim ; frequent 
making  Water  pain  or  Jlrangury^  and  Fe- 

verijhnefsy  are  the  ufiial  attendants  on  this 
complaint.  The  Urine  is  fometimes  pale, 
fometimes  high  coloured. 

If  the  Pulfe  be  fully  it  will  be  advileable 
to  bleed  the  Patient,  to  let  him  have  an  emol- 
lient Clyfter;  and  drink  plentifully  of  Barley 
water  with  Manna  and  Nitre  didblved  in  it, 
and  frequently  take  two  or  three  tea  fpoon- 
fuls  of  a LinBuSy  made  of  equal  parts  of  OL 
Amygd.  Muc.  Gu.  Arab,  and  Fleti.  Lenitiv, 
If  the  pain  continue  violent,  it  will  be  advife- 
able  for  the  Patient  to  go  into  a w^arm  Bath, 
and  continue  there  for  half  an  hour  if  he 
can  bear  it;  the  degree  of  warmth,  about  90, 
to  be  kept  up  by  adding  hot  water  from 
time  to  time. 


Calculous 
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Calculous  affecf^ions  of  the  Kidneys  andfTjr^- 
ters  produce,  in  general,  fymptoms  like  iVir- 
phritis^  particularly  vomitings  but  without 
Fever, 

Inflances,  however,  have  occurred,  where 
a Stone  has  been  found  in  the  Kidney,  after 
Death,  of  which  there  had  not  been  the  leafl 
fufpicion  during  life ; having  been,  I fuppofe, 
always  fixed  and  immoveable. 

The  treatment  here  is  very  fimilar  to  that 
of  Nephritis,  except  that  Bleeding  may  not 
be  always  neceffary. 


ISC  HURIA  Rcnalis  et  Ureteric  a. 

This  is  a total  fuppreffion  of  Urine  from 
fome  affedlion  of  the  Kidneys  or  Ureters. 
The  moft  frequent  caufes  of  which  are  Cal- 
culus; Spafm;  Plethora;  hijiammation ; Mat- 
ter; coagulated  Blood;  PaJfy.  It  is  a very 
dangerous  cafe,  and  more  or  lefs  fo  according 
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to  the  Nature  of  the  caufe.  That  which  is 
owing  to  a fixed  Calculus  is  very  bad,  and 
is,  in  general,  incurable;  though  fome  have^ 
been  cured. 

A total  fuppreflion  for  the  mofl  part  be- 
comes mortal  in  feven  or  eight  days,  if  the 
Urine  be  not  difcharged  out  of  the  Habit  by 
copious  Sweaty  Vomitings  or  by  Stool:  By 
fome  or  other  of  thefe  the  fupprejfion  has 
been  fupported  ten,  twelve  days,  and  even 
much  longer  in  fome  cafes,  and  the  objlruc-^ 
tion  giving  way,  has  been  at  laft  cured. 

Ifchtiria  occafioned  by  Plethora^  is  cured 
by  Bleeding.  The  inflammatory  is  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the,  free 
ufe  of  antiphlogijiics^  and  fedatives  occafion- 
ally ; which  are  ufeful  efpecially  in  the  fpaf- 
modic.  The  paralytic  requires  bliftering  ; 
the  good  effeSl  of  which  I have  had  occafion 
to  obferve  in  this  and  in  fimilar  affeiftions 
of  the  Bladder. 
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ISCHURIA  Veficalis. 

This  is  a total  fuppreffion  of  Urine  in  the 
Bladder,  with  /welling  of  the  Hypogqjlrium; 
which  is  fometimes  very  large  and  prominent. 
It  is  attended  with  great  pain,  and  co7iflant  ur~ 
geftt  Stimulus  to  make  water,  and  fometimes 
a dribbling  of  Urine^  forced  out  by  the  re- 
fijlance  of  the  Bladder. 

The  caufes  are,  in  general,  fimilar  to  thofe 
affedling  the  Kidneys  and  Ureters.  But  fome 
there  are  peculiar  to  the  Bladder.^  as  the  Po- 
lyurica  or  that  from  too  long  retention  of  the 
Urine  ; the  CyJioproHica  or  compreffion  of 
the  Rellum  diftended  with  Faces  or  Wind ; 
the  parts  thickened  by  Injla7nmatioji\  Abfcefs; 
the  Piles \ -and  in  the  Sex,  diftenfion  of  the 
Vagina  by  accumulated  Me?ifes  retained  there 
by  the  Hymen  being  imperforate.  The  cure 
of  thefe  will  vary  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  caufe. 
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Ill  all*  the  Urine  mnft  be  drawn  offby  the 
Catheter-  the  lower  Bowels  mnft  be  emptied 
by  Clyjlers  and  Laxatives;  VenefeElion  may  be 
neceflary,  and  demulcent  drink  moderately 
nitrated;  emollient  Clyjlers  alfo  nitrated,  may  be 
injedled  from  time  to  time,  with  advantage. 

Ischuria  Urethralis. 

The  fymptoms  are  the  fame  here  as  in  the 
preceding,  with  the  addition  of  pain  in  the 
Urethra.  The  moft  frequent  caufes  are  tu- 
mours in  PerincEOy  Calculus^  Caruncles Injiam- 
mation, 

D y s u R I A. 

This  is  a painful  difficulty  of  making 
water,  or  ftrangury,  the  different  fpecies  of 
which  are  owing  to  caufes  very  like  thofe 
that  produce  the  different  forts  of  Ifcburia. 
The  method  of  cure  is  in  general  the  fame 
alfo. 


Dysuria 


DYSURIA  MUCOSA. 


V5 

Dysuria  Mucosa. 

b- 

Difficulty  of  making  water,  attended  witli 
great  pain  in  the  region  of  the  Pubes ^ and  a 
difcharge  of  mucous^  white  or  coloured,  'f  he 
Torino  when  firft  made  appears  milky ^ and 
by  degrees,  depofits  a quantity  of  mucous^ 
fometimes  very  copious  and  inodorous^  {6  vif* 
cid  and  ropy  as  to  be  with  difficulty  fepa- 
rated  from  the  veflel.  This  difeafe  feldom 
happens  to  perfons  under  Jifty^  and  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  they  who  have  been 
inofl  fubjecl  to  Heemorrboidal  complaints, 
and  have  at  times  made  mucous  or  bloody 
Urine,  are  the  moft  liable  to  this ; which  is 
fuppofed  to  depend  on  the  relation  or  connec-^ 
iion  between  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  and  the 
Re&um ; the  veflels  of  the  former  which  are 
numerous,  communicating  with  the  exter- 
nal Hcemorrhoidal. 

Hence  the  difeafe  has  been  by  fome  called* 

U 2 Hcemor- 

*DeiIjarding,inillufl.  Halleridifput.prad.  T.vii.  p.  i i.p  775. 
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Hccmorrhoides  Veficce  Mucofce.  The  fame  coyn-^ 
municatton  of  velfels  not  taking  place  in  the 
Sex^  becaufe  of  the  intervention  of  the  Vagina^ 
is  thought  to  be  the  reafon  that  females  are 
little  liable  to  the  complaint ; though  they 
be  not  wholly  exempt  from  difcharges  ana- 
logous to  thefe,  vohich^  however,  are  to  be 
attributed  rather  to  fupprejfion  of  the  menjlrual 
than  hcemorrhoidal  difcharge.  If  Hcemor- 
rhoids  of  the  Bladder  Ihould  hap  pen,  they  are 
eafily  diftinguifhable  from  the  renal  bloody 
Urine,  the  Blood  being  in  this  more  pure 
and  copious  ; but  in  the  former  more  di- 
luted, accompanied  with  pain  and  a reddifh 
mucous,  and  fometimes  with  Coogula  which 
obftrudl  the  Urethra. 

I have  already  faid  that  the  vifcid  mucous, 
which  is  fo  copioufly  from  time  to  time, 
for  it  is  not  conflantly  difcharged  in  this 
difeafe,  but  more  or  lefs  by  intervals,  though 
not  periodical,  is  in  general  inodorous.  This 
want  of fmell  and  the  vifcidity  diflinguilh  it 
from  purulent  matter,  as  this  may  be  diffufed 
eafily  in  the  which  it  renders  Nzxy fetid. 

This 
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This  dlfeafe  is  chronical  and  difficult  of 
cure ; the  Coats  of  the  Bladder  become  tbick- 
enedy  and  can  feldom  be  reftored  to  their  ' 
proper  'Tone.  The  cure,  however,  is  to  be 
attempted  by  endeavouring  to  leffen  the  con- 
gejlion  on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  and  the 
SpafiUy  by  fuch  means  as  the  agey  and  conjli- 
tution  of  the  Patient,  and  the  fymptoms  indi- 
cate. If  the  pahi  be  very  violent ; if  the 
Patient  be  of  a firm,  full  habity  and  have  been 
fubjedl  to  the  Piles y it  may  be  advifable  to 
take  away  fome  Bloody  and  to  empty  the 
Bowels  by  emollient  Clyjlers  and  gentle  Laxa- 
tives. Should  there  be  any  appearance  of 
the  Pilesy  it  may  be  proper  to  apply  Leeches 
to  the  Ajius. 

The  diet  muft  be  fimple  and  mild ; high- 
feafoned  meats  mufl  be  avoidedy  as  mufl  alfo 
heating  liquors ; Barley-watery  Todjl-watery  to 
"which  may  be  occajionally  added,  a moderate 
portion  of  Wine;  mild  Adalt  liquor y not  much 
hoppedy  may  not  be  amifs,  as  it  is  laxative. 
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HJEMAHURI  A, 

Bloody  Urine  is  often  caufed  by  calculous 
concretions,  which  lacerate  the  Membranes 
of  the  Kidneys^  Ureters^  ox  Bladder^  efpecially 
when  put  in  motion  by  riding  and  other  via-- 
lent  adlions.  It  is  then  accompanied  with 
fain  in  the  Back^  Side,  or  in  the  region  of 
the  Bladder^  with  mucous  and  jilamentous 
Urine.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  perfons  ad- 
vanced in  years,  efpecially  tbofe  who  have 
been  hibjedl  to  Hcsmorrhoisy  and  in  the  Sex 
from  aberration  of  die  Menjlrua. 

Whether  it  proceed  from  the  Kidneys^ 
the  Bladder^  or  the  Penis,  is  not  hard  to  de- 
termine, but  in  refpedl  to  the  Prognofis,  this 
makes  no  great  difference.  If  the  Haemor- 
rhage be  frequent  or  copious,  it  is  very  formi- 
dable to  perfons  of  advanced  age,  to  whom  it 
often  proves  fatal : but  even  in  fuch  I have 
feen  it  have  no  ill  confequences,  but  then  it 
was  very  moderate.  It  is  not  unfrequently 

caufed 
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caufed  by  Plethora^  determined  to  tlie  Kid- 
neys by  fomething  occafional ; it  is  then 
preceded  by  a dull  pain  in  the  Back^  a fenfc 
of  heat  and  a total  fuppreffion  of  the  Urine. 
In  this  cafe  Bleeding  has  very  happy  effects  ; 
as  have  alfo  mild,  demulcent,  nitrated  liquids 
and  gentle  Laxatives^  wliich  method  is  alfo 
proper  in  calculous  cafes. 

Diabetes. 

This  is  an  immoderate  difeharge  of  Urine, 
having  the  fmell  and  fweet  talle  of  Honey. 
The  Urine  in  general  appears  ci’-ude^  but 
without  fediment.  The  Patient  is  thirjly  ; 
with  a dry  lldn  ; lofs  of  appetite  ; ‘wajling 
of  his  flefli  and  llrength,  but  this  is  Jlow 
and  gradual. 

The  idiopathic  Diabetes  is  fald  to  be  of  two 
fpecies^  one  of  which  MelUtus.,  is  that  de- 
feribed  above;  the  other  Tnfipidus^  which  is 
a profufion  of  limpid  Urine,  but  not  fweet. 
The  former  is  the  only  fpecies  that  has  oc- 
curred 
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ciirred  to  me,  of  which  I have  feen  two 
cafes  in  two  perfons  of  middle  age,  one  a 
’woman ^ the  other  a man;  in  neither  of  whom 
could  I trace  the  difeafe  up  to  its  caufe. 

Sy/iematlc  Writers  attribute  it  to  prefer^- 
natural  relaxation  of  the  renal  fecretory  Vejjfels^ 
giving  paffage  to  half-ajfimilated  Chyle^  on 
which  fuppofition,  perhaps,  it  has  been 
called  the  Nephritic  Diarrhoea  and  Lienteria, 
But  this  fuppofition  does  not  account  for 
that  particular  and  chara^lerijlic  mark  of  the 
difeafe,  the  honey-like  flavour  and  tajie  of  the 
Urine. 

Relaxation  of  the  renal  I’uhuli  having 
been  fuppofed  to  be  a principal  caufe  of 
this  difeafe,  in  order  to  remedy  this.  Authors 
have  recommended  the  ufe  of  'Tonics^  as 
Bark^  &c.  And  for  drink,  Brljlol  Water 
with  a portion  of  Florence  Wine, 

The  celebrated  Mead  particularly  recom- 
mends Serum  aluminatum ; taken  to  about  a 

% 

pint 


pint  three  times  a day.  Others  have  advifed 
Rhubarb  as  having  good  efFe(5ls  in  this  cafe. 

I have  given  Serum  alumhiatum  with  fen- 
lible  advantage,  advifing  at  the  fame  time 
a mild  nouriihing  diet,  confiding  principally 
of  Milk;  and  Milk  diluted  with  Brijlol  Wa- 
ter for  drink;  to  which  may  be  added  AJfes 
Milk  and  fweet  Whey,  interchangeably. 
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The  UTERUS. 


The  abdominal  Vifcera  that  have  been 
hitherto  under  confideration,  are 
common  to  both  Sexes.  I come 
now  to  contemplate  that  very  important 
female  organ,  by  which  the  amiable  Sex  is 
formed,  to  bear,  in  obedience  to  Divine 
command,  2i  principal  part  in  ^^perpetuating 
of  the  Human  race,  the  Uterus. 

The  fubllance  of  this  organ  is  denfe, 
compadl,  cellular,  and  fucculent;  in  which 
there  is  an  appearance  of  mufcidar Fibres  upon 
itsE’wW^/j',efpecially  in  Child-bearhig^  om^n. 
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Its  cavity  is  fomewhat  triangular,  but 
fo  fmall  as  to  be  incapable  of  containing 
more  than  a fmall  almond.  In  its  Neck  are 
many  mucous  Sinufes  and  fmall  Vehcles  con- 
taining  a limpid  Humour.  The  Os  ititer- 
nuniy  called  Os  Tinc^Sy  is  prominent  in  the 
Vaginay  and  full  of  mucous  Sinufes.  From 
the  angles  of  the  Uterus  are  produced  the 
T’uba  FalloplanayVfhich  tend  toward tlieOu^z- 
rlesy  to  which  they  are  comaedled  by  their 
jagged  extremities.  Both  the  Tubes  and  the 
Ovaries  are  comprehended  in  the  broad  liga^ 
merit y and  joined  by  an  expanlioa  of  it,  fo 
long  as  to  be  free  or  loofe. 

The  fubflance  of  the  Ovaries  is  like  that 
of  the  Uterus y firm,  white,  and  cellular.  In 
the  Ovary,  even  of  a Virglriy  there  are  fmall 
round  Veficles  formed  of  a pulpy  Membrane 
filled  with  coagulated  lymph,  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  twelve  in  each  Ovary. 

The  Veficle,  about  the  time  of  Puberty y 
becomes  furrounded  by  a yellow  CoaguluiUy 

X 2 forming 


164 


UTERUS. 


forming  the  Corpus  luteum,  hollow  within, 
and  containing  an  Ovulum^  the  feat  of  the 
future  Man.  Thefe  Corpora  lutea  are  firfl 
obferved  after  conception. 

As  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  attempt  to  un- 
veil the  myftery  of  Generation ; what  I have 
faid  being  only  meant  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  better  comprehending  the  pathologi- 
cal reafoning  that  may  arife  ; I will  only 
juft  obferve,  that  the  Uterus  is  fupplied  with 
Blood  by  a confiderable  branch  of  the  hypo- 
gajiric  Artery,  fimilar  to  the  vejical  Artery 
in  Man.  This,  which  is  common  to  the 
Uterus^  Bladder^  and  ReUum^  forms  Anafto- 
mofes  with  the  fperjnatics^  which  have  the 
fame  origin  as  in  men,  and  are  diftributed 
to  the  Ovarium^  the  ‘Tiibee^  and  the  Uterus. 

Another,  the  Hcemorrhoidea  media  from 
the  Trunk  of  the  Pudenda  communis^  goes  to 
the  Vagina.,  Bladder.,  and  ReElum.  Befides 
thefe,  the  Vagina  and  Clitoris  have  Arteries 
from  the  Hcemorrhoidea  externa. 
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The  veins  are  from  the  Hcemorrhoidea 
externa^  and  from  the  veftcalis^  forming  a 
Plexus  which  goes  to  the  Clitoris. 

The  Veins  have  no  Valves,  except  a few 
in  the  Jpermatics. 

The  Nerves  are  from  the  lower  mcfocolic 
Plexus^  which  gives  off  large  branches  to  the 
Bladder^  Uterus^  and  ReBum.  Hence  all  thefe 
parts,  are  very  fenfible. 


MENS  P R U J. 

In  this  date  things  continue  until  about 
the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  or  later  ; 
when  the  Blood  begins  to  receive  a new  im- 
pulfe  ; the  Breajls  begin  to  fwell  and  the 
Merifes  to  appear.  This  appearance  is  pre- 
ceded by  various  uneafy  fenlations,  and  dull 
pains  in  the  Loins,  in  the  head,  and  often 
pimples  in  the  Face,  8cc.  The  fmall  vclfcla 
of  the  Uterus,  which  before  gave  pailage  to 
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a ferous  Humour  only,  begin  to  be  diflended 
with,  and  at  laft  to  furnifh  red  Blood  for  a 
few  days  ; the  pains,  &c.  then  go  off,  and 
the  VefTels  by  degrees  eontradl  and  give  out 
only  Serum  as  before.  After  an  interval  of 
tincertain  length  in  young  girls ; but  by 
little  and  little,  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week,  the  fame  appearances  return,  and  this 
periodical  evacuation  is  repeated,  until  about 
the  fftieth  year ; with  confiderable  varia- 
tion, however,  caufed  by  the  temperament^ 
diefy  and  conftitution  of  the  fubjedl. 

That  the  menftrual  Blood  comes  from  the 
Uterus  itjelf  I hope,  I need  not  take  up  the 
Reader’s  time  to  prove ; reafon  and  obferva- 
tion,  both  concurring  to  confirm  it.  The 
periods  when  regular,  being  monthly y have 
induced  fome  to  attribute  this  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Moon;  but  with  how  fmall  a 
fliare  of  reafon,  mufl:  be  evident,  when  it  is 
known,  that  not  a day  pafles  in  wdiich  that 
evacuation  doesnothappento feveral'^  ovcien. 
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That  it  is  owing  to  Plethora  and  not  to 
any  irritating  Ferment^  feems  to  appear  from 
this,  that  in  cafes  of  retention,  it  makes  its 
way  by  other  organs,  where  no  fuch  Fer- 
ments can  be  fuppofed. 

The  Plethora  feems  to  arlfe  from  this,  that 
the  Body  having  almoft  attained  its  full 
growth,  more  Blood  is  generated  than  is 
wanted.  This  furplus  is,  in  males^  often 
carried  off  by  Bleeding  at  the  Nofe;  but,  in 
females^  it  finds  an  eafier  paffage  by  the 
veffels  of  the  Uterus,  which  being  of  a fbft 
cellular  fubftance,  they  are  more  eafily  ex- 
tended, and  open  by  fine  exhaling  veffels 
into  its  cavity,  more  freely  than  into  the 
veins  that  accompany  them.  Six  or  eight 
ounces  of  Blood  being  thus  difcharged,  the 
Arteries  recover  their  elaftic  power;  their 
extremities  contra(5l  again  and  give  paflage 
only  to  the  feroiis  Fluid,  until  by  degrees 
the  Plethora  is  again  formed  by  the  fame 
caufes  as  before.  Nor  need  we  be  at  a lofs 
to  find  a reafon  for  this  period  being  monthly, 
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as  it  depends  on  the  proportion  that  is  be- 
tween the  quantity  and  Impetus  of  the  col- 
lected Blood,  and  the  reliftance  of  the  Ute- 
rus which  infenfibly  gives  way.  Hence  its 
returns  are  more  frequent  when  there  is  a 
greater  quantity  of  Blood  determined  to  the 
Uterus^  as  in  plethoric  and  libidinous.  And 
they  at  laft  ceafe  to  flow,  when  the  Uterus 
acquires  fuch  a degree  of  firmnefs  as  the 
force  of  the  Heart,  propelling  the  Blood, 
cannot  overcome. 

I have  already  taken  notice  of  the  fymp- 
toms  that  announce  the  near  approach  of 
the  Menfes^  but  foine  there  are  which  feem 
to  give  notice  of  this  though  at  fome  diftance. 
Such  are  palenefs  of  the  i^jc^“,laflitude,weak- 
nefs,  palpitation  of  the  Hearty  from  quick 
motion  and  other  exertions.  See* 

This  ftate  of  young  women  demands  great 
attention,  and  prudent  management ; in  the 
dietetic  part  efpecially.  They  fliould  not 
be  too  much  confined,  but  have  fufficient 
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time  allowed  for  exercife  in  the  open  air, 
when  it  is  proper;  and  for  agreeable  amufe- 
ment.  Their  fludy  muft  be  adapted  to  their 
powers  of  Mind,  which  while  it  is  ufef Lilly 
informed,  muft  be  agreeably  recreated  and 
poliflied  by  the  elegant  produdlions  of  Ge- 
nius^ fo  as  not  only  to  qualify  them  for  the 
important  duties  they  have  to  perform,  but 
to  render  them  agreeable  and  pleafing  com- 
panions. Works  of  Genius  are,  however,  to 
be  properly  and  cautiouily  chofen.  Novels 
efpecially,  fcarce  any  of  which  fliould,  I 
think,  be  permitted  at  this  age^  for  reafons 
it  is  unneceflary  to  mention.  What  I now 
fay  is  in  my  own  character;  the  reft  I leave 
to  the  Moralijls. 

The  fymptoms  mentioned  above,  feldom 
require  much  medicine,  and  infenlibly  go 
off.  Should  the  Stomach  appear  to  be  load- 
ed, a gentle  Emetic ; fome  Bittef's ; T‘in6l» 
Aloes  comp.  8cc.  may  be  ufeful;  but  the  more 
active  ftimulants  muft  be  ufed  with  caution. 
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MENSIUM  defeaus. 

Though  the  merijlrual  difcharge  be  natural 
to  the  Sex^  and  ought,  and  generally  does, 
take  place  at  the  time  of  puberty,  a little 
fooner  or  later,  according  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  circumftances  of  the  Perfon ; who, 
if  it  do  not,  feldom  enjoys  health;  yet  I have 
met  with  inftances  in  young  women  of  good 
conftitutions,  and  who  led  a(5live  and  labo- 
rious lives,  who  at  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
twenty,  had  never  had  the  difcharge  at  all. 

When  it  does  not  appear  in  due  time,  the 
perfon  becomes  indifpofed;  grows  pale;  lift- 
lefs  ; with  pains  in  the  Back  ; Pica ; Chlo- 
rojis  ; Cachexy.  If  it  happen  to  adults  who 
have  already  menftruated  frequently  and  in 
a regular  way,  the  defed  is  then  properly 
a SuppreJJion.  If  it  flow  fpiringly,  and  be 

attended  with  pain,  it  is  faid  to  be  difficult. 
Menorrhagia  difficilis. 
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The  remote  caufes  of  thefe  difrerenty?^^/^/, 
are  fuppofed  to  be  Jpafmodlc  conftridlions  of 
die  veffels,  in  perfons  of  nervous  habits : 
Rigidity  of  the  veffels  in  women  of  viafadhie 
habits,  and  rather  advanced  in  years ; or 
Relaxation  of  the  parts  in  perfons  who  look 
pale,  bloated,  and  who  have  the  Fluor  albiis 
almofl  conftantly  ; or  a laxity  of  the  mui- 
cular  fibres,  induced  by  a fendentary  inac- 
tive life,  which  produces  jiagnation  rather 
Uian  SuppreJJion, 

Another  caufe  of  SupprefUon  is  Pregnancy^ 
but  this  I fliould  not  have  mentioned,  as  a 
caufe  of  this  defedl,  but  with  die  view  of 
obferving  the  great  caution  that  fhould  be 
always  ufed  in  our  inquiries  into  thefe  mat- 
ters ; not  only  in  the  cafes  of  married  wo- 
men, where  miflakes  might  have  bad  con- 
fequences  ; but  efpecialiy  in  the  unmarried, 
who  are  to  be  treated  with  the  greateft  c/V- 
cumfpe Elion  and  delicacy ; as  in  cafes  of  Sup- 
prejfion^  they  are  liable  to  futfer,  for  a dme, 
the  mod  cruel  and  unjuft  reflecftions,  from 
fuch  miftakes. 
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Case  of  ATRESIA. 

One  canfe  of  this  defedl  that  came  under 
my  own  notice,  being  not  very  common, 
I take  this  occafion  to  mention  it.  A young 
woman,  of  about  twenty,  came  under  my 
care  in  the  Hofpital^  labouring  under  a total 
defedl  of  the  Menfes^  which  Ihe  had  never 
feen  ; though  flie  had  from  time  to  time 
pains  and  other  fymptoms,  that  often  hap^ 
pen  about  period.  She  was  treated  with 
the  ufual  aperitives  and  deobfruents  for  about 
three  weeks  without  any  advantage;  at  which 
I was  much  furprifed ; and  being  piqued  to 
find  my  reafonable  expectations  of  her  re- 
ceiving benefit,  thus  difappointed,  I became 
fiill  more  inquifitive,  and  defired  that  the 
nurfe  would  examine  her  more  minutely. 
The  real  canfe  was  now  difcovered,  a corn- 
pleat  Hymen^  in  which,  the  Surgeon  by  a fim- 
ple  operation  with  a lancet,  made  an  open.- 
ing,  and  difcharged  about  two  pounds  or 
more  of  a fluid,  of  a reddifli  colour,  about  the 
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confiflence  of  treacle,  and  perfecflly  inodor- 
ous. She  was  thus  perfedlly  cured,  and  left 
the  Hofpital  two  or  three  days  after. 

Defedl  of  the  Menjlrua  mufh  be  treated 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  remote  caufe. 
Spafmodic  conftridlion,  if  attended,  with 
Plethora.^  will  require  Bleeding ; emollient 
clyfters ; Semicupia  and  nervine  medicines. 
Rigidity^  as  in  women  of  flrong  habits  and 
advanced  years,  will  require  a nearly  hinilar 
treatment.  But  we  mud  not  forget  that 
this  difcharge  ceafes  fooner  in  fome  than 
in  others  ; and  that,  therefore.  Stimulants 
may  not  be  always  proper  but  often  impro- 
per. Too  great  laxity  of  the  habit  from  in- 
activity and  a too  fedentary  life,  which  give 
occahon  to  congeftion  in  the  Uterus^  mud  be 
treated  with  faponaceous  Aperitives ; Aloe- 
tics-,  the  ferulaceous  Gz/m;  Volatile  Salts,  See. 
moderate  friction  of  the  Abdomen;  excrcife 
in  a carriage  or  on  horfeback.  A Sernicupi- 
um  with  aromatic  herbs,  has  been  here  found 
Xifeful,  The  congejlion  and  load  being  re- 
moved, 
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moved,  ‘Tonics ^ as  the  Cortex^  Chalybeats^  and 
Sea-bathings  promife  advantage. 

I hope,  I fliall  ‘be  excufed  for  not  having 
entered  more  minutely  into  the  treatment 
of  thefe  cafes,  as  a right  difcriminaticn  of 
the  nature  and  caufes  of  affections  of  the 
UteruSs  requires  the  aid  of  an  able  and  ex- 
perienced Phfficiaris  and  to  direct  the  cure. 

Though  the  temporary  celTation  of  the 
menjlriial  difcharge,  in  a ftate  of  Pregnancy y 
be  in  general  natural  and  necelTary  ; it  be- 
comes the  caufe  of  various  troublefome  af- 
fections, fuch  as  Nanfea ; Pica ; Vomiting ; 
pains  in  the  Backy  Thighs-,  and  LegSy  See. 
which  fymptoms  gradually  abate  and  moftly 
go  off,  about  the  third  or  fourth  month. 
The  Catamenia  do  not,  however,  always  ceale 
at  once,  but  continue  fometimes  to  return, 
in  diminifhed  quantity,  for  two  or  three 
months  ; nay  I have  known  it  continue,  in 
fome  degree,  the  whole  time,  without  any 
bad  confeqiiences. 
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The  Vomiting  proves  often  exceedingly 
diftreffing,  and  I have  known  it  in  two  or 
three  inftances,fo  fevere  and  conftant, through 
the  whole  time  of  gejlation^  as  that  ^e  wo- 
man was  fcarce  able  to  retain  any  thing 
but  pure  water,  fo  that  fhe  was  reduced  ex- 
tremely low,  but  neverthelefs  did  welL 

Pains  in  the  Head^  fulhiefs  and  pain  in  the 
Stomachy  and  ftraining  to  vomit  may  fome- 
times  render  bleeding  neceffary  and  proper  ' 
in  the  early  months ; but  this  muft  not  be 
done  without  great  caution,  efpecially  in  a 
more  advanced  ftage  ; but  of  this  more 
hereafter. 

The  Menjlrua  are  often  irregular,  both  in 
refpedt  to  their  intervals,  which  are  longer 
or  fliorter;  and  iri  refpecl  to  quafitity,  which 
in  fome  is  fmall;  mothers  copious;  and  in 
thofe  who  are  advancing  towards  the  Jinal 
period,  fometimes  excejfivc, 

I may  obferve  here,  that  there  is  fome- 
times 
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times  a fort  of  an  hcemorrhoidal  difcharge, 
from  the  veins  of  the  Vagina^  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  that  from  tliofe  of  the  Anus.  This 
may  be  even  more  abundant  than  the  men- 
Jlrual  difcharge,  but  is  not,  like  that, 
cal-,  befides,  its  being  attended  with  pamtoo 
in  the  part,  ferves  to  diftinguifli  it  from  the 
tnenjirual. 


MENSES  devil 

The  menjirual  difcharge  deviates  fometimes 
from  its  natural  and  proper  courfe,  and 
makes  its  way  at  the  Stomachy  Lungs^  Kidneys^ 
Bladder Intejlines^  and  other  outlets.  Thefe 
deviations  are  occafioned  by  fpafmodic  affec- 
tions of  the  uterhie  veffels,  excited  by  violent 
commotions  of  the  Mmd^  and  agitation  of 
the  Body  ; the  application  of  cold  to  the  ex- 
tremities, &c.  I have  feen  great  quantities 
of  pure  blood  thrown  up  by  vomiting  on 
fiich  occafions. 
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Case  of  periodical  HJEMOF'TYSIS, 

A Patient  of  mine  had  a periodical  /pitting 
of  Blood,  which  fucceeded  to  a SupprelTion 
of  the  Catamenia^  and  obferved  the  fame  pe- 
riodical returns,  about  once  in  three  weeks. 
It  continued  three  or  four  days,  in  which 
time  £he  difcharged  by  a gentle  cough,  with- 
out pain,  feven  or  eight  ounces  of  pure 
blood,  and  then  no  more,  until  the  next 
period.  She  was  in -the  mean  time  well 
and  free  from  the  cough. 


MENORRHAGIA. 

This  is  an  excefs  of  xYtjnenfrual  difcharge, 
attended  with  pains  in  the  Belly,  Back,  and 
Loins, and  bringing  on  Weakjiefsfamthigf^ovr 
Fever,  and  Cachexy.  It  is  not  eafily  diftin- 
guifhable  from  Hcemorrhagia  uterina ; this, 
however,  is  often  more  copious ; is  attended 
with  more  pain,  and  does  not  always  hap- 
pen at  the  dated  periodical  time. 
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To  this  affe£lion  are  moft  expofed,  women 
of  fucculent  and  fang  nine  habits  ; of  fiorid 
complexions,  and  who  indulge  in  luxurious 
living  ; who  lead  Jcdcntary  lives ; and  lie  too 
long  in  Bed.  The  method  of  cure,  will 
require  that,  in  cafe  there  be  evident  figns 
of  Plethora^  the  quantity  be  lelTened  by  Ve~ 
nefeclion^  to  the  amount  of  feven  or  eight 
ounces,  taken  from  the  Arm ; and  this 
Biould  be  done  eight  or  ten  days  before 
the  expebled  periodical  return.  The  food 
Ihould  be  plain  dreft,  and  in  moderate 
quantity.  High  feafoned  and  fhimulant 
dilhes  mull  be  avoided.  Soups,  broths, 
and  other  liquids’  as  food,  fhould  be  taken 
in  fmall  quantity.  The  drink  fliould  be 
water  with  red  Por/,  Porter^  or  water  with 
a fmall  portion  of  Freucb  Brandy.  Tea, 
and  other  tepid  potations  muft  be  taken 
with  moderation.  The  Patient’s  bed  Ihould 
not  be  too  foft,  and  for  this  reafon  a mattrafs 
fliould  be  uppermoft;  nor  Ihould  flie  lie 
too  long  in  bed,  after  having  got  fufficient 
reft  and  lleep.  To  thefe  muft  be  added, 
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excYcife  on  Horfeback  before  dinner  ; walk- 
ing in  the  open  cool  air^  but  avoiding  fa- 
tigue ; and  Sea  or  cold  bathing.  Thefe 
dietetic  rules  well  obferved  will  be  of  great 
ufe;  and  the  cure  will  be  further  promoted 
by  medicines  of  the  tonic  clafs ; fuch  as  Cart. 
Peruvian \ m\\A  Chalybeats ; Pyrmont  dx ^'Tun- 
bridge waters. 


MENORR  HA  G I A gravidarum, — AB  OR- 

TION. 

•  *  * i J 

Abortion  being  a cafe  of  the  mod  in- 
ferejling  nature,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
difappointment  of  parents  and  families  ; 
but  what  is  of  yet  greater  importance^  the 
danger  into  which  women  are  fometimes 
brought  by  it ; the  utmod  attention  and 
deill  are  here  re(!][uired. 

It  happens  mod  frequently  in^the  early 
months,  at  which  time\  though  the  danger 
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be  not  fo  great,  ftill  there  is  the  difappoint- 
ment. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  the 
periodical  difcharge  fometimes  continues, 
though  in  a diminiflied  quantity,  for  two 
or  three  months  after  conception^  and  even 
longer.  This,  therefore,  jhould  be  kept  in 
Mind.  But  when  this  is  not  the  cafe,  the 
early  fymptoms  of  pregnancy^  fuch  as  Iddii- 
fea^  Vomitings  a fenfation  of  fullnefs,  8cc. 
being  fuppofed  to  arife  from  Plethora^  in 
confequence  of  the  celfation  of  the  Menfes^ 
have  induced  medical  Authors  to  recom- 
mend Venefedtion,  as  being  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  at  this  time,  as  preventative ; but 
this,  I think,  in  much  too  general  terms ; 
fince  it  is  a practice  that  ought  not  to  be 
followed  without  very  mature  deliberation. 
Cafes  there  may  be,  as  well  as  habits  and 
conjlitutionsy  that  may  require  it,  but  thefe 
fliould  be  well  confidered,  becaufe  there  are 
realbns  for  thinking,  that  in  fome  Conjlitu- 
tigns^  the  tender  and  delicate  efpecially;  and 
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in  the  latter  months  of  Pregnancy,  inflead  of 
preventing,  it  has  often  been  the  occahon 
of  Abortion.  Such  delicate  women  are  alfo 
liable  to  it  from  very  flight  caufes,  affedting 
the  mind  or  the  fenfes,  becaufe  of  the  debi- 
lity and  irritability  of  xht/y/lem,  not  to  men- 
tion external  injuries  to  which  all  are  more 
or  lefs  expofed. 

When  apprehenfions  of  mifcarryhig  take 
poffeflion  of  the  Mind,  we  mufl  endeavour 
to  appeafe  them, by  encouraging  the  Patient; 
and,  as  the  Stomach  may  be  difordered  by 
acidity,  efpecially  if  Ore  be  coflive,  it  may  be 
advifeable  to  give  Magnefia,  with  or  with- 
out a fmall  addition  of  Vin.  Rhabarb,  or 
PinCi.  Se7in.  to  which  may  be  added  a few 
* drops  of  PinEl.  Opii,  which  may  alfo  be 
given  as  a fedative  without  the  laxatives,  if 
they  fhould  be  thought  imneceifary.  By 
fuch  gentle  means  the  fymptoms  and  appre- 
henfions will  be  quieted  and  removed. 

But  if  Metrorhagia  flooding  fliould  hap- 
pen 
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pen  about  the  feventh  or  eighth  month,  and 
become  copious  and  continual,  the  danger 
will  be.  very  great  and  mult  prove  fatal, 
without  the  manual  ahiflance  of  a Ikilful 
Accoucheur, 

Such  a cafe  happened  two  or  three  years 
ago,  to  Mrs.  C.  a very  valuable  woman, 
the  mother  of  feveral  children.  The  Ute- 
rine Haemorrhage  made  its  appearance  very 
early,  then  ceafed  for  a time,  and  returned 
again  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixth 
month.  Mr.  Champney^  her  Accoucheur^  en- 
deavoured, by  the  moll  approved  means, 
and  cautious  management,  to  gain  time  and 
protract  as  long  as  he  could,  what,  he  fore- 
faw,  mult  probably  happen.  But  towards 
the  end  of  the  fame  month,  finding  that 
fl'ie  was  daily  loling  flrength,  he  delired  a 
general  Conjiiliation^  at  which  I was  prefent. 
The  refult  of  which  was  that  the  delivery  of 
the  Patient  appeared  to  be  the  only  means 
of  faving  her  life,  and  that  as  little  more 
time  as  polfible  Ihould  be  loft.  This  de- 
termination 
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termination  agreed  fo  perfectly  with  his 
own  opinion,  that  not  thinking  it  fafe  to 
wait  for  another  day,  he  performed  that 
dllhcult  buhnefs,  the  fame  evening,  with 
the  moll  happy  fiiccefs.  His  Patient  con- 
tinued for  fome  days  in  a very  weak  and  cri- 
tical fituation,  but  by  degrees  grew  better, 
and  at  lall  got  well. 


HMMORRHAGIA  UtERI. 

Haemorrhage  of  the  Uterus,  is,  as  has 
been  faid,  a difeafe  to  which  women  who 
are  not  pregnant  are  liable.  It  is  fome- 
times  acute,  fometimes  chronical.  The 
acute  is  often  preceded  by  Lumbago,  or 
Colic,  Shiverings,  8cc.  and  is  fuppofed  to 
be  owing  to  fpafmodic  affe(5lions  of  the 
veffels  of  the  abdominal  Vifeera^  excited  by 
violent  commotions  of  the  mind,  too  great 
exertions  of  the  body,  &c.  The  chronical 
fup})ofes  alfo  fpafmodic  llriclures  of  the  Vib- 
cera,  and  too  great  relaxation  of  the  veifels 
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of  the  Uterus.  They  are  both  dangerous 
and  difficult  to  cure ; being  very  liable  to 
return,  and  often  fatal  to  women  advanced 
in  years,  by  bringing  on  Marafmus,  Dropfy, 
£cc. 

The  treatment  of  this  differs  little  from 
that  of  other  Heemorrhuges  already  men- 
tioned, and  may  require  VenefeUion ; feda- 
tlves  fuch  as  nitrated  Emullion  with  a fmall 
portion  of  Camphor^  ‘TinSf.  Opli^  and  emollient 
Clyfters,  to  which  may  be  added  "TinU.  Opii 
gutt.  XXX.  to  moderate  the  pain  and  ftricTures. 
On  the  fuppofition  of  too  great  laxity,  the 
Bark  has  been  found  ufeful.  Here,  too, 
the  utmoft  attention  of  a Ikilful  and  expe- 
rienced practician  is  required. 


FLUOR  A L B U S. 

This  is  nearly  allied  to  the  menjlrual  dif- 
charge,  being  derived  chiefly  from  the  fame 
fource,  and  to  which  it  often  fucceeds  and 
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feems  to  ftaiid  in  the  place  of.  It  affedls 
thole  moll  who  have  before  had  the  meri'- 
firua  mod  copioully,  and  who  lead  inadlive, 
fedentary  lives ; hence  they  are  generally 
pale,  often  bloated  and  cachedlic. 

• But  belide  what  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
derived  from  the  velTels  of  the  Uterus;  there 
is  no  fmall  part  that  has  its  fource  from  the 
muciferous  Sinufes  about  its  neck  and  the 
Os  internum^  and  a yet  more  copious  one 
from  the  Vagina.  Hence  it  will  require  no 
fmair attention  in  order  to  form  a juft  no- 
tion of  the  nature  and  true  fource  of  the 
difeharge.  The  ferous  Humour  that  is 
fuppofed  to  come  from  the  uterine  veflels, 
appears  moftly  about  the  periodical  time, 
preceding  or  lucceeding  the  Menjlrua ; that 
which  is  of  a mucous  nature,  from  Os  inter- 
num or  the  Vagina.  And  though  thefe  may 
be  fometimes  difcoloured,  yet  they  have 
not  in  themfelves  any  ill  quality.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  the  difeharge  is  of  an  un- 
natural colour,  fetid,  and  attended  with 
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fharp  pain  or  fmarting,£//c^r^//o//  fomewhere 
is  to  be  fufpedled,  the  nature  of  which  muft 
be  carefully  inveftigated.  Sapkfiti fat. 

The  medicines  proper  in  thefe  cafes,  are 
in  general  fuch  as  tend  to  corredl  the  Leuco^ 
phlegmatic  habit  and  ftrengthen  the  Solids. 
Moderate  purging  with  Rhubarb^  aided  with 
a fmall  portion  of  Pulv.  Jalaps  may  now 
and  then  be  advifeable  to  carry  off  part  of 
the  redundant  humidity ; and  in  fome  cafes 
it  may  be  very  proper  to  add  a little  Calo^ 
mel.  In  the  mean  time  Bark  with  Aromatics 
and  Chalybeates  will  be  very  beneficial. 

The  Patient  muff  be  fparing  in  the  ufe  of 
fmall  tepid  liquids,  fuch  as  "Tea^  Broths^  &c. 
and  may  eat  Mutton  and  Beef  in  preference 
to  fowls  or  chickens.  For  drink,  Porter^ 
Port  and  Water ^ and  the  like.  Exercife ; 
fridion,  and  Sea  bathing  will  be  ufeful. 
Warm  rooms,  and  lying  too  long  in  Bed, 
muff  be  avoided. 
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SOME  particular  afFedllons  of  the  abdo^ 
minal  Vifcera^  have  been  already  taken 
notice  of,  I come  now  to  obferve  that 
the  whole  Abdomen  is  fometimes  tumefied 
to  a very  great  degree.  This  fwelling  is  in  . 
fome  cafes  tenfe  and  elaftic,  without  Fluc- 
tuation. Such  is  T^ympanites^  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  occafioned  by  Air^  diftending 
either  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  or  con- 
tained in  the  general  cavity  of  the  Abdo?nen, 

This  fwelling  fometimes  appears  in  the 
Uypogojlrium^  about  the  feat  of  the  Uterus^ 
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and  is  then  called  Phyfometra.  That  which 
is*  attended  with  unelajl'tc  Tenfion  and  Fluc- 
tuation^ and  is  the  moft  common  of  all  is 
Afcites;  and  when  it  is  in  the  Hypogajlrium^ 
Hydrometray  or  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus. 

There  is  yet  one  more  general  fwelling 
of  the  Abdomen  that  appears  at  firft  partial, 
increafes  gradually  without  FluEluationy  but 
prefenting  to  the  touch,  a folid,  heavy  fub- 
ftance  of  greater  or  lefs  extent,  owing  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  Uver,  Spleen^  Mejen- 
teryy  Omentumy  or  IhteJiineSy  which  laft  have 
been  found  conglomerated  together  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  form  one  large  inform  mafs.* 
This  folid  enlargement  of  the  Abdomen  has 
obtained  the  name  Phy/cofttUy  of  which  many 
fpecies  and  varieties  are  enumerated  by  No- 
JologiJis  and  colledled  by  the  learned  Cujfony 
commended  by  D.  CulleUy  as  being  fummce 
ad  PaiholoAam  utilitatis.  But  as  the  cafes 
are  in  general  incurable,  I lhall  pafs  on  to 
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fuch  as,  though  frequently  incurable,  do  yet 
admit  of  palliation,  and  fometimes  of  cure. 
Such  are  Watery  Tumours,  or  Dropfies. 

Hydrops. 

The  moft  common  kinds  of  watery  or 
dropfical  fwellings  are  Anafarca ; Afcites; 
Hydrops  PeBorls;  Hydrocephalus^  8cc.  for  the 
feveral  fpecies  and  varieties  of  which  I mull 
beg  to  refer  to  the  accurate  Cidlens  Nofolo- 
gla  Methodica, 

Anafarca  may  not,  always,  be  juftly  attri- 
buted to  difeafed  Vifcera,  as  it  very  often 
happens  from  evident  caufes ; fuch  as  ex- 
ceflive  Hemorrhages ; drinking  immoderately 
of  water,  when  exhaufted  with  heat  and  fa- 
tigue ; as  often  happens  to  poor  labourers 
in  the  fields  ; fiich  alfo  as  are  employed 
in  draining  of  marfhy  grounds,  and  who 
often  work  whole  days  in  water,  and  are 
obliged  to  fubfift  on  poor  diet,  and  feldom 
drink  any  thing  but  water,  or  fome  fmall 

vapid 
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vapid  liquor.  Of  fuch  cafes,  I have  had 
the  mortificatioii  to  fee  feveral,  as  they  often 
prove  very  difficult  of  cure ; the  tone  of  the 
folids  being  fo  greatly  impaired,  and  the 
Blood  become  fo  thin  and  watery,  as  the 
moft  powerful  tonics,  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  moft  proper  diet,,  cannot  always  reftqre. 

I have  feen  more  than  one  inftance  of 
labouring  men,  in  Pcripnetimonic  afFe(5lions, 
who  had  been  brought  into  this  ftate  by 
being  injudicioufly  bled  to  fuch  excefs,  as 
^o  be,  with  difficulty  reftored  to  health. 

The  indication  of  cure  requires  warm 
Cathartics,  viixh.  Pidv.Jalapii,  which  in  gene- 
ral has  very  good  effeds.  This  fhould  be 
repeated  once  in  four  or  five  days,  and  on 
the  intermediate  days,  \ fliould  advife  To- 
nics  and  Sthmdants,  and  fuch  things  as 
tend  to  warm  the  general  habit  *,  for  which 
purpofe  alfo  the  diet  muft  be  rather  gene-, 
rous,  and  a reafonable  quantity  of  Wine, 
J*qrt^r,  or  Ale  be  allowed, 

For 
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For  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  ftag- 
nant  Sertim^  I have  known  Vehcatories  have 
good  effedts ; not  merely  by  evacuating  the 
fluid,  but  partly  by  rouflng  the  a6lion  of 
the  mufcular  fibres.  Scarifications  alfo  have 
their  advantages  ; but  as  they  are  fometimes 
attended  with  untoward  confcquences,  they 
^are  not  to  be  had  recourfe  to  without  the 
moft  circumfpedl  attention  and  eftimation 
of  the  patient’s  ftate  of  body,  complexion, 
8cc.  and  a reti'ofpedl  to  the  origin  and 
. caufes  of  the  difeafe ; for  the  attempt  fliould 
_^not  be  made  without  fome  reafonable  ground 
• of  Hope  of  the  patient’s  receiving  fome  du- 
rable benefit,  and  of  efcaping  the  accidents 
that  fometimes  fupervene : lead:  after  being 
flattered  for  fome  days  with  a fpeedy  reco- 
very, by  a promifing  difcharge,  he  fliould 
when  it  ceafes,  have  the  mortification  to  fee 
the  dwelling  return,  with  increafe  of  weak- 
nefs ; or  that  the  fcarified  part  fliould  inflame, 
which  might  be  followed  by  the  moft  feri- 
ous  confequences  \ for  which  reafon  the 
fcarifications  fliould  be  made,  and  attended 
to  by  an  able,  judicious  furgeon. 

ASCITES. 
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This  being  an  enlargement  of  the  Belljt 
from  a colledlion  of  extravafated  fluid,  ei- 
ther in  the  general  cavity  only,  or  in  fome 
rjy?,  or  in  hydatids^  may  be  confidered  as -a 
Ample  or  as  an  encyfted  Afcites ; both  which 
are  more  or  lefs  owing  to  difeafes  of  the  Ah- 
dominal  Vifcera;  and  on  this  account  are 
moftly  incurable.  For  that  they  are  not 
abfolutely  fo,  I know  by  my  own  experi- 
' ence.  Difeafes  of  the  Liver ^ Spleen^  or  Me- 
fentery^  are  often  difcoverable  by  the  touch^ 
as  well  as  by  other  fymptoms  ; but  as  the 
part  affedled  is  not  always  the  objedi  of  our 
fenfes^  we  are  fometimes  at  a lofs  how  to  de- 
termine. 

In  the  Ample  Afcites  the  belly  fwells  gra- 
dually, and  fometimes  flowly  ; it  is  not  al- 
ways preceded  by  Anafarca^  but  as  the 
fwelling  of  the  belly  increafes,  the  reji  of 
the  body  wafl.es ; it  is  attended  with  almoft 

injatiable 
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infatiahlc  third  ; fometimes  he£lic  heat  and 
high-coloured  urine,  which  depofits  a pink 
coloured  fediment : and  this  is,  I believe, 
an  almod  certain  fign  of  difeafed  Vifcera, 

As  the  fwelling  and  tendon  increafe,  the 
fliin  Ihines,  grows  thin,  and  the  fludluatioii 
becomes  more  and  more  palpable  ; the  pa- 
tient now  complains  of  pain  in  his  loins, 
which  grows  very  troublefome,  owing,  as 
it  feems,  to  the  didendon  and  weight  of  the 
Abdome7i, 

* The  cure  of  this  difeafe  requires  the  ex- 
puldon  or  difcharge  of  the  extravafated 
fluid,  for  which  purpofe  Authors  have  re- 
commended drong  cathartics  and  drajlics^ 
fuch  as  Jalaplum^  Gumbogia,  Klaterium^  Anti- 
monials,  &c.  which  fo  far  from  being  ufeful, 
in  my  own  opinion,  often  do  more  harm 
than  good  in  this  cafe.  To  thefe  I Jhould 
prefer  Diuretics  if  they  could  be  depended 
on  ; but  little*  is  to  be  expecded  from  the 
mod  powerful  of  them  ; unlefs  the  patient 

B b be. 


194 


HYDROPS — ASCITES. 


be  allowed  to  drink  freely  of  fome  fmall 
acidulated  liquid,  to  which  more  perhaps 
is  to  be  attributed  than  to  the  Specific. 

The  folution  of  Cremor.  ‘Tartar,  has  had 
good  effedls,  and  it  is  very  pleafant  and  re- 
frelhing,  when  the  third  is  urgent,  which 
is  often  the  mod  troublefome  fymptom  of 
all  that  the  patient  labours  under.  And 
yet  among  other  cures,  that  by  a total  ab- 
dinence  from  all  liquids,  is  faid  to  have 
been  fuccefsful;  but  I believe  the  indances 
of  its  fuccefs  are  fo  very  few,  as  to  give 
little  encouragement  to  perfevere  in  fo  /ry- 
ing  a courfe. 

As  a diuretic-,  TinElura  Nicotiance  has  been 
tried  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  by  my  wor- 
thy friend,  the  ingenious  Dr.  Thomas  Fow- 
ler of  Stafford.  I had  opportunities  of  try- 
ing it  in  a few  cafes  of  Anafarca^  in  which 
I generally  found  it  to  increafe  the  quantity 
of  Urine  condderably  for  fchne  time,  and 
did  more  perhaps  than  any  thing  elfe  would 

have 
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have  done,  but  the  cafes  were  too  bad  to 
admit  of  cure. 

Digitalis ptirpurea^^omwch. commended  by 
the  ingenious  Dr,  Withering^  I have  not  tried. 

' Upon  the  whole,  I am  of  opinion,  that  • 
when  the  Abdometi  is  much  diftended  with 
fluid,  the  mofl  eafy  way  of  taking  it  away, 
is  Paracentejis^  as  it  does  no  violence  to  the 
conftitution ; and  fliould  it  not  prove  efiec- 
tual  in  curing  the  patient,  it  affords  great 
relief ; and  I believe  the  repetition  would  be 
lefs  formidable  to  many  patients,  than  a long 
continuance  of  mofl  of  the  other  means  that 
have  been  recommended.  But  it  does  fome- 
times  cure  the  difeafe,  as  I have  feen  in  more 
than  one  inflance. 

Cases  of  ASCITES  cured  by  Tapping.  - 

One  of  which  was  a Patient  in  the  Ho~ 
fpitaly  who  had  the  operation  performed 
twice.  After  the  fecond  operation  he  did 
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not  fill  again,  while  he  remained  in  the  Ho- 
fpital^  nor  did  I ever  hear  of  its  returning 
any  more.  But  though  he  had  the  difeafe, 
his  complexion  was  good ; fie  had  no  ca- 
cheSlic  appearances,  nor  any  thing  that  I 
much  difliked,  except  that  the  Urine  had  a 
red  fediment,  which  I have  often  obferved 
where  any  of  the  Vifcera  are  difeafed.  But 
if  they  were  fo,  it  may  be  fuppofed  here  to 
have  been  not  to  any  confiderable  degree.  ’ 

Another  inflance  of  cure  by  Paracentejis 
was  in  the  cafe  of  an  unmarried  Lady,  about 
forty  years  of  age,  who  had  laboured  under 
an  Afcites  for  above  twelve  years  ; in  the 
courfe  of  which  time,  fhe  had  been  under 
the  diredlion  of  feveral  Ph^ftciam  of  emi- 
nence, none  of  whom  thought  Paracentejis 
advifable  ; fo  that  after  trying  all  forts  of 
things,  both  internally  and  externally,  Ihe 
left  every  thing  off,  and  for  feveral  years 
did  nothing  at  all.  Being  attacked  with  a 
pain  in  her  fide,  fhe  defired  my  affiflance. 
As  I had  not  feen  her  before,  I out  of  curio- 

fity. 
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fity,  took  fome  notice  of  her  other  com- 
plaint, which  fhe  gave  me  fome  account  of. 
She  permitted  me  to  lay  my  hand  on  her 
body,  covered  as  it  was  by  her  cloaths  ; 
through  which,  however,  I thought  I per- 
ceived a flu£luatio?t.  She  was  induced^  by 
what  I obferved,  to  remove  part  of  her  co- 
vering ; and  I then  was  confirmed  in  my 
conjeBurc^  and  told  her,  that  her  cafe  mull 
have  been  much  changed,  fince  fhe  had 
been  told  that  it  was  not  a proper  one  for 
tapping,  for  that  I could  affure  her,  that 
the  operation  was  not  only  practicable,  but 
would  probably  give  her  great  relief ; for 
fhe  was  now  become  fo  large,  and  the  Ab- 
domen fo  prominent,  as  to  be  extremely 
troublefome  to  her.  But  I,  at  the  fame 
time,  defired  fhe  would  let  me  confult  with 
the  late  eminent  Dr,  Dealtry.  The  DoSlor  was 
fo  good  as  to  meet  me,  and  perceiving  the 
change  which  had  taken  place,  fince  he  had 
laft  feen  her,  which  was  fome  years,  he 
agreed,  that  the  operation  fhould  be  per- 
formed, which  it  was  the  next  day  by  the 

late 
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late  Mr.  Fell^  and  by  the  precautions  taken^ 
the  Patient  bore  the  •whole  to  be  taken  away 
at  once  j and  was  in  a few  days  almofl  well. 
Seventy-nine  pints  of  a fluid  as  tranfparent 
as  pure  water  were  meafured,  fo  that  there 
had  been  not  lefs  than  ten  gallons.  I de- 
fired  fome  of  it  might  be  made  to  boil  in  a 
clean  veffel  j it  became  frothy,  but  had  no 
appearance  of  containing  any  thing  coagula-^ 
hie.  She  furvived  the  operation  feveral 
years,  and  died  at  lafl  of  an  illnefs,  in  no 
wife  allied  to  Dropfy, 

I have  been  the  more  particular  in  relat- 
ing this  cafe,  and  the  appearance  of  the  fluid, 
becaufe  it  had  been  imagined,  that  from  its 
long  ftagnation  there,  it  mull  have  become 
fo  vifcid^  or  encyjied^  as  that  it  could  not  be 
difcharged  by  the  operation. 

Cases  of  difeafed  OVARIES. 

As  the  Liver  and  the  Mefentery  are  the 
Organs  mofl  frequently  found  difeafed,  in 

thefe 
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thefe  cafes,  in  Man ; tlie  Ovaria  are  the  moft 
fo  in  JVo?nen,  which  I have  had  opportuni- 
ties of  obferving  in  two  or  three  cafes:  in 
one  of  which,  before  the  Abdomen  became 
too  much  diftended,  the  enlarged  Ovarium 
on  the  right  fide,  was  plainly  to  be  felt ; 
but  as  the  fwelling  increafed,  the  Belly  be- 
came uniformly  fwelled.  The  JluSuation 
was  perceptible  enough,  but  its  undulation 
was  fluggifli.  The  operation  at  lafl  became 
neceffary,  for  the  eafe  of  the  Patient.  The 
fluid,  which  was  in  quantity  about  fixteen 
pounds,  was  of  a dirty  dark  colour,  mucous 
and  quite  ropy.  The  fwelling  came  on  again, 
but  flowly,  however  the  operation  was  again 
to  be  performed,  and  the  fame  conditioned 
fluid  was  difcharged.  Some  days  after, 
fhe  was  feized  with  a Fever  of  wliich  fhe 
died.  On  opening  the  body,  I found  the 
right  Ovarium  very  much  enlarged,  and  a 
great  part  of  it  fchirrons;  what  was  not  fo, 
had  fuppurated  and  contained  a mucous 
matter,  much  like  that  which  had  been 
difcharged. 

In 
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In  another  fimilar  cafe,  except  that  the 
fluid  was  whiter  and  more  purulent',  the 
Ovary  was  much  larger,  having  formed  a 
large  Cyjl^  and  its  fubflance  was  diffolved 
into  matter. 

I have  feen  many  varieties  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fluid,  fometimes  perfectly  lim- 
pid, fometimes  ferous  ; fometimes  it  has 
depofited  Pus^  or  Mucus  of  different  colours, 
which  laft  are  owing  to  difeafed  Vifcera 
tliat  have  fuppurated. 

The  limpid  and  ferous  are  probably  ow- 
ing to  difeafed  Vifcera  too,  by  compreffmg 
and  burfling  the  lymphatic  and  ferous  veffels. 

When  the  matter  difcharged  is  of  fuch 
a complexion  as  to  give  reafon  to  fufpe^l 
fome  of  the  Vifcera  to  be  in  a fchirrous  or 
ulcerated  date,  the  operation  can  only  be 
confidered  as  palliative^  and  therefore  fhould 
be  put  off  as  long  as  poflible,  that  is  until 
the  uncafmefs  it  gives  the  patient  render  it 
neceffary  and  unavoidable. 


Section  VII. 
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H Y D R O T H O R A X. 

HYDROPS  PECTORIS. 


The  Dropfy  of  the  Breaft  may  origi- 
nate from  caufes  that  occafion  jina-- 
farca^  Afcites,  and  other  Dropfies. 
But  it  may  alfo  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  o3- 
JlruBion2S)Ainjiammation  of  the  Lungs ; which 
it  has  by  difledlion  been  fo  often  found  to  ac- 
company ; that  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Pa- 
tients Ihould  all  have  laboured  under  Hydrops 
PeEloris^  before  the  Peripneumonia  came  on. 
And,  indeed,  if  we  only  confider  what  would 
follow  if  the  motion  of  the  great  quantity  of 
Blood,  which  is  continually  pafling  through 
the  Lungs,  become  greatly  retarded;  it  will 
not  be  hard  to  admit,  that  fome  of  the  lym- 
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phatlc  or  ferous  part  may  tranfude  and  be 
feparated  from  the  reft.  The  fluid  thus 
out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation,  may 
alfo  furnifti  the  matter  of  thofe  various  con- 
cretions that  are  found  floating  in  the  ex- 
travafated  Serum ; and  on  the  furface  of 
the  Hearty  and  the  infide  of  the  dropfical 
Pericardium.  * 

The  fymptoms  of  Hydrothorax  are  difficulty 
of  breathing,  efpecially  in  a decumbent  po- 
fture,  hence  fudden  ftarting  up  from  fleep, 
with  hurry  and  palpitation.  But  this  muft 
not  be  looked  upon  as  a Pathognomonic  fign, 
nor  does  the  abfence  of  this  fymptom  af- 
ford any  certainty  of  the  contrary.  A fenfe 
of  weight  upon  the  Diaphragmy  like  being 
tightly  girded  ; the  Face  pale  and  bloated ; 
the  Feet  and  Hands  too,  fometimes,  oeck^ 
matous)  the  Urine  in  fmall  quantity;  Thirft, 
and  fometimes  a dry  Gough,  are  amang  the 
fymptoms,  fome  or  other  of  which  attend 
this  difeafe.  The  Prognofts  is,  in  general, 
very  unfavourable. 

The 
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The  cure  is  to  be  attempted  by  means,  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  employed  in  the  cure  of  Anafarca 
and  Afcites.  But  in  this  cafe,  Paracentefis  of 
the  ‘Phorax  and,y/ jD/Vj- placet^  the  Pericardium^ 
which  fome  Authors  have  had  the  hardinefs 
to  recommend,  mull  be  a very  defperate  re- 
medy, efpecially  for  that  of  the  Pericardium, 

And  even  that  of  the  "Thorax  alone,  if  we 
confider  what,  in  this  cafe,  mull  be  the  ftate 
of  the  parts  contained  in  it,  the  operation 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  at  all,  if  the  Phy- 
fician  would  avoid  “ Subire  fpeciem  ejiis  iit 
“ occifi  quern  fua  fors  per  emit.''’  Though 

Hippocrates  'f  himfelf  has  pointed  out  the 
manner  of  performing  it.  Unlefs  he  fhould 
prefer  the  fpirit  of  S^uos  Ratio  non  rejiituit 
temeritas  adjuvatP  J 

Hydrocephalus internush^Nin^  been  noticed, 
when  our  thoughts  were  employed  on  the 
Brain:  there  remain  only  Hydrorachitis ^ Hy- 
darthrus^  and  Hydrocele ; but  thefe  I muff 
leave  to  the  care  of  Surgeons,  to  whofe  pro- 
vince they  more  properly  belong, 

^ Celfus  Lib.  V.  ch.  26. — + Epldem.  Lib.  iii.  ch.  17. 
f Celfus  Lib.  iii.  ch.  i.x. 
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PTREXIM^FEBRES. 

I 


Though  Fevers  are  the  moft  com- 
mon of  all  difeafes,  yet  they  vary 
fo  much  in  their  types,  caufes,  and 
cure ; their  fymptoms  are  often  fo  com- 
plicated, and  they  are  fo  frequently  accom- 
panied by  other  difeafes,  as  to  demand  our 
utmoft  attention  and  circumfpedlion. 

The  charader  of  Pyrexia,  according  to 
the  accurate  Dr^  Cullen^  is  not  any  one 

fymptom, 

» Nofologia  Method,  vol.  ii.  Cl.  i.  et  fubjundam  notam. 
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fymptom,  as  ‘a  quick  pulfe,  or  encreafed 
heat,  but  a concourfe  of  feveral,  as  horror 
fucceeded  by  a more  frequent  ptdfe  ; the  func-< 
tio?is  more  or  lefs  impaired-^  and  the  frength 
of  the  limbs  dimwijhed.  And  though  it  may- 
be objedled,  that  Pyr exice  happen  fometimes 
without  any  previous  horror^  and  others 
without  acceleration  of  the  pulfe  or  incrcafe- 
of  heat,  yet  this  happens  fo  very  rarely 
as  not  much  to  afFe6l  the  chara£ler  here 
given. 

The  frequency  of  the  pulfe  and  increafe 
of  the  heat  feem  to  be  owing  to  too  fre- 
quent contradlion  of  the  Heart  and  Arte- 
ries, and  to  the  increafed  attrition,  and 
effervefcence  of  the  particles  contained  in 
the  Blood.  The  more  frequent  contradlion 
of  the  Heart,  feems  to  be  owing  to  fimn- 
lus ; for  the  Heart  being  compofed  of  muf- 
cular  fibres  that  are  peculiarly  irritable,  the 
remoter  caufe  of  its  fpaftic  affecflion  is  z>- 
ritation ; and  as  the  irritating  caufe  is  in 
the  circulating  fluids,  they  muft  be  more 


or 
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or  lefs  faline  and  acrid,  even  naturally^  and 
in  a ftate  of  health,  fince  the  circulation  of 
the  Blood  is  in  part  occafioned  by  that  fti- 
mulus,  and  not  merely  mechanical. 

And  though  the  fluids  in  health  are  nei- 
ther acefcent  nor  alkalefent  but  fuhfaline^  yet 
they  have  a tendency  to  alkalefcence  and 
putridity,  and,  in  difeafes,  become  fometimes 
very  acrid,  as  appears  in  the  difcharges  by 
fweat  and  urine ; the  laft  of  which  I re- 
member to  have  found,  in  a patient  of  a 
fcorbutic  habit  labouring  under  a ‘Typhus ^ 
though  frefh  made,  to  have  an  alkaline  fmell 
and  even  to  effervefce  with  Vinegar, 

This  tendency  to  putridity  is  greater  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  nature  and  violence 
of  the  Fever  ; the  habit  and  conftitution  of 
the  patient ; the  feafon.  and  conftitution  of 
the  year ; the  exciting  caufes,  &c. — 


Fevers  may  be  confidered  under  two  ge- 
neral divifions,  Intermittent  and  Continual. 

The 


' P y R E X I JE — F E B R E S* 

The  intermittent  Fever  confifts  of  feverRl 
paroxyfms  with  intervening  Apyrexta^  or 
fenhble  reiniflion  and  exacerbation,  preceded 
by  fhivering,  and  occafioned  for  the  moft 
part  by  putrid  Miafmata^  exhaled  from 

marflies,  ftagnant  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 

\ 

Febres  Inter mittentes. 

Of  intermittents  the  moft  common  are 
the  ‘Tertian^  ^artan^  and  ^otidian.  The  pa- 
roxyfms of  tertian  return  every  day,  coming 
on  generally  before  noon,  and  taking  up 
about, twelve  hours,  fucceeded  by  compleat 
Apyrexia,  This  is  faid  to  be  legitimate^  If 
the  paroxyfm  be  extended  beyond  twelve 
hours  it  is  called  Tertiana  notba^  or  Spuria^ 
If  the  fit  return  every  day  with  unequal 
paroxyfms,  but  the  alternate  ones  alike,  it 
is  ‘Tertiana  duplex.  If  the  fit  return  on  al- 
ternate days,  but  with  two  paroxyfms  on 
the  one,  it  is  Tertiana  duplicata.  If  it  return 
daily,  but  with  two  paroxyfms  on  one  day, 

plex. 
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and  but  one  on  the  other  it  is  7’ertlana  trU 
flex.  If  it  return  daily,  but  have  a longer 
remillion  between  the  uneven  and  even  days, 
hnparihus  ef  paribus  diebuSy  than  between  the 
even  and  uneven,  paribus  et  irnfaribus^  it  is 
called  Semitertiana^  and  comes  very  near  to 
be  remittent. 

Belide  thefe  typical  differences,  it  has 
fymptomatic  varieties.  If  it  be  attended 
with  comatofe  affeflions,  it  is  termed  *Terti- 
ana  Carotica  ; Hemiplegica^  Soporofa^  &c.  If 
with  fpafmodic  affedlions,  'Tertiana  Epilep* 
tica;  HjJl erica)  AJihmatica\  ’Eetamdes. 

If  accompanied  with  eruptions,  Pete- 
hialis)  P.  Scorbutica)  7*.  Urticata.  If  joined 
wdth  phlegmafia^  P.  Pleuritica ; "T.  Arthri- 

tica  ) Pleuritis  periodica.  If  complicated  with 
other  difeafes,  Tertiaua  Scorbutica ; P'ertiana 
Verminofa. 

If  inllead  of  Apyrexia  there  be  a remilfion 
only,  it  is  called  Pritaeophya ; Hernitritaa ; 

‘Tertiaua 
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J'ertiana  remittens  and  continua;  'Tertmia  fub^ 
intrans'y  fubcontinua  ; Torti  et  aliorum, 

< 

Some  of  the  principal  Tertian  Remittents 
are  the  following,  Caufos,  Hippocratis. — Fe-‘ 
bris  ardens^  Boerhaave. — Morbus,  Hungari- 
eus; — Febres  epidemicce,  Willis. — Syneches  epU 
demica,  Morton. — Febres  Autumnales  incipientes^ 
Sydenham.  — FebresCaJlrenfes  etPaludum,  Prin- 
gle.— -Putrida  Epidemica,  Huxham. — Febres 
Cholerica,  Hoffmanni. — F.  Biliofa  Laufan, 
TilTot. — Continua  remittens,  Hillary. — Febris 
remittens  India  orient alis-,  Lind.  — ‘Tertiana 
pernicioftx  iet  Pejlileiites,  Lancisi,  &c,  &c. 

Febris  Quart  an  a. 

in  this  the  paroxyfms  return  every  fourth 
day,  and  the  Fit  comes  on  generally  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  legitimate  Quartan  has  one  paroxyfrri 
only,  every  fourth  day.  ^artana  legitima, 

D d Sydenham^ 
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Sydenham.  If  it  have  two  paroxyfms  every 
fourth  day,  and  none  on  the  other,  it  is 
^artana  dupllcata.  If  it  have  three  pa- 
roxyfms every  fourth  day,  and  none  on  the 
other  days,  it  is  Spuartana  triplkata.  And 
that  which  out  of  four  days,  has  only  one 
free  from  Fever,  and  the  paroxyfms  every 
fourth  day,  fimilar,  is  ^artana  duplex. 

The  Quartan  which  comes  every  day, 
with  the  paroxyfms  every  fourtli  day,  limi- 
lar,  is  iluartana  triplex. 

Belides  thefe.  Quartan  has  fymptoma- 
tic  varieties,  as  follow,  ^artana  comat  of  a ^ 
Werlhof — Pifo. — Epileptica^  Morton. — 
Amens^  Sydenham, — Splenetica,  Et- 
muller. 

This  Fever  is  alfo  complicated  with  other 
difeafes,  as  ipuartana^  Arthritica — Mufgrave. 
— Arthritis  febricofa — Werlhof. 

Sometimes  Quartan  is  remittent  only, 

then 
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Sir 


then  called  ^artana  remlttens ; I’etartophya 
Jimplex ; T’etartophya  femitertiana^  Sauvages. 
— T'etartophya  Carotica^  Werlhof. — 'Tetar- 
tophya  hepatalgica^  C.  Pifo. 

Erratic  Fevers. 

Thefe  are  thought  to  be  either  Tertian  or 
^artan  ; 

Erratica  ^lartana.  Van  Swieten. 

Erratica  Septana^  Boerh.  V.  Swieten. 

Septimana^  Morgagni,  cum  multis  aim. 

QjJ  o T I D I A N. 

This  Fever  comes  on  every  day,  generally 
in  the  morning.  When  the  acceiTion  is  at 
the  fame  hour  every  day,  it  is  ^otidiana 
Jimplex  legitirna.  When  it  affedls  fome  part 
only,  of  the  Body,  it  is  faid  to  be  partial,  as 
^otidiana  Cephalalgica^  Morton. — Cepha- 
lalgia intermittens;  i^uotidiana  opbthalmica^ 
Morton. 


Dd  2 
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Quotidian  is  fometimes  accompanied  with 
other  afFedlions,  as  Sluotidiana  Ifchiadica^  Ed. 
Eff. — S^uotidiang.  nephralgica^  Morton. — 
tidiana  Epileptica^  Ed.  Eflays, 

Quotidian  Remittents. 

S^otidiana;  remittentes  et  continue  AuEiorum^ 
Amphemerina. 

Some  are  vefpertine  or  fymptomatic,  as 
Amphemerina  Catarrhalis^  Anginqfa^  ^ujji^u- 
lofa^  Arthritica^  8cc.  &c. 


This  ihortened  abftradl  of  the  different 
types  and  varieties  of  intermittent  Fever, 
I thought  might  be  acceptable  to  the  Reader, 
but  for  a more  compleat  detail  I muft  refer 
him  to  the  celebrated  Z).  Cullen  s very  ufe-: 
ful  work,  Nofologia  Methodica,  v.  1 1. 

Cure. 

As  intermittent  Fevers  appear  under  fuch 
various  forms,  in  qrder  to  difcover  their 

true 
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true  nature,  we  muft  be  particularly  attentive 
to  their  types,  varieties,  and  concomitant 
affections  ; to  the  conftitution  of  the  year  ; 
the  feafons,  their  anomalies  and  prevailing 
difeafes.  ' • 

We  have  already  obferved  that  the  mod; 
common  caufe  of  intermittents  is  from  the 
exhalation  of  putrid  Miafmata^  from  marfhy 
grounds  and  ftagnant  waters,  which  are 
often  infeCted  with  putrid  animal  effluvia. 
Their  cure  will,  therefore,  require  change 
of  fituation,  which  is  often  alone  fufficient, 
and  without  which  other  means  will  prove 
ineffeClual. 

A pure  legitimate  Tertian  v>rill  fometimes 
go  off,  after  a few  paroxyfms,  by  only  ob- 
ferving  a proper  regimen,  without  any  me- 
dicines. And  indeed  when  the  fymptoms 
are  moderate,  it  may  be  fafely  left  to  nature. 
But  if  it  ihould  be  attended  with  great  heat, 
head  ach,  or  other  violent  local  pain,  and 
Plethora^  the  patient  muft  loofe  blood  ; his 

bowels 
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bowels  muft  be  emptied  by  clyfters,  and 
gentle  laxatives;  and  then  faline  febrifuges^ 
and  cooling,  diluting  liquids,  will  be  the 
moft  advifeable. 

After  which,  the  Bark^  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  neceffary,  may  be  given  to  advan- 
tage. For  though  it  is  in  itfelf  perfedlly 
fafe,  yet  as  it  is  fo  powerful  a febrifuge^  if 
the  paroxyfms  be  not  accompanied  with 
any  alarming  fymptoms,  it  is  bell  in  ge- 
neral, not  to  begin  with  it  too  foon,  leaft  it 
fliould fupprefs  the  febrile  commotion,  which 
might  have  removed  incipient  obftru6lions 
in  the  Vifcera^  a circumftance  that  fhould  be 
duly  confidered. 

Though  the  legitimate  Tertian  be  neither 
dangerous  nor  very  difficult  to  cure  ; yet 
when  Epidemic^  it  is  fometimes  attended 
with  fuch  alarming  fymptoms  ; or  the  pa- 
roxyfms are  fo  lengthened,  and  the  remif- 
fions  fo  ffiort,  as  to  degenerate  into  conti^ 
nual^  and  endanger  the  hfe  of  the  patient. 

Of 
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Of  fymptoms  accompanying  7<?r- 

tlan  the  foporons  or  comatofe  are  very  for- 
midable ; efpecially  in  perfons  advanced  in 
years ; who  are  the  moll  liable  to  this  Symp- 
tom, though  inftances  are  not  wanting  of 
younger  Perfons  having  been  thus  affedled.* 

DrovDfinefs  fometimes  comes  on  early,  and 
the  patient  wifhes  to  deep  ; fometimes  he 
fpeaks  imperfed-ly,  one  word  for  another,  as 
if  the  Tongue  were  flightly  paralytic.  Here 
we  muft  be  upon  our  guard  lead;  the  Somno-  ' 
lency,  which  increafes  with  fucceeding  pa- 
roxyfms,  Ihould  about  the  third  or  fourth 
become  Carus,  and  the  patient  at  laft  die 
apopledlic^  which  fatal  ilTue  can  ofily  be  pre- 
vented by  putting  a flop  to  the  Fever. 

If  the  Phylician  fhould  be  called  in  during 
the  paroxyfm,  and  find  the  patient  to  have 
comatofe  fymptoms,  but  in  a moderate  de- 
gree, he  mull  endeavour  to  promote  the 

Crifu 


* Morgagni  Lib.  iv.  Ep,  i.  Art.  30.  et  ft-q. 
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Crifts  of  the  Fit,  by  ordering  him  to  drink 
freely  of  fmall  diluting  drink  moderately 
acidulated,  which  will  abate  the  heat,  thirft, 
and  tendency  to  putrefcence. 

» > * 

In  the  mean  time  the  drowfinefs  mujl  not 

be  indulged.  Veficatories  mull  be  applied  to 
the  leg's,  which  will  take  effedl  on  the  decline 
of  the  paroxyfjn ; fome  blood  muft  be  taken 
away, if  the  ftate  of  the  patient  allow,  and  the 
fymptoms  indicate  it ; and  fliould  the  Sio* 
much  appear  to  be  difordered,  an  Emetic  may 
be  neceifary.  For  which  purpofe  a proper 
dofe  of  Vm.  Antimonii^  will  in  this  cafe  be 
advifeable,  on  account  of  its  manner  of 
adting^  and  its  tendency  to  move  down- 
wards ; which  may  be  promoted  too  by 
Clyjlers.  By  fuch  means  we  muft  endea- 
vour to  vveaken  the  force  of  the  next  pa- 
roxyfm,  but  after  that  no  time  muft  be  loft 
to  the  Bark^  as  it  is  on  that  alone  that  we 
can  depend,  for  preventing  the  danger 
arifmg  from  future  paroxyfins. 


But 
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But  if  the  Phyjician  fhould  at  his  fir  ft  vifit 
find  the  patient  in  a profound  fleep  or  Carus; 
Blood  muft  be  taken  away  immediately  ; 
Veficatories  muft  be  applied  to  the  head,  neck, 
and  wrifts  ; and  cupping  with  fcarification 
to  the  back  of  the  head.  And  fo  foon  as 
there  is  a fefifible  remiflion,  and  that  the  pa- 
tient is  able  to  take  it,  and  there  appear  no 
circumftances  unfavourable  to  it,  the  Bark 
muft  be  given  in  fubftance,  in  dofes  of  one 
or  two  drachms,  or  more,  every  two  hours, 
if  the  patient  can  ; and  in  fuch  manner  as 
he  can  beft  take  it  during  the  remiflion. 
Should  it  appear  to  have  taken  fome  effedl, 
by  preventing  or  weakening  the  force  of  the 
next  paroxyfm,  the  dofes  may  be  taken  lefs 
frequently  or  lefTened ; but  it  muft  be  con- 
tinued fo  long  as  may  be  thought  necelTary. 

In  the  cafe  of  Cardinal  Barbadico^  Mor- 
gagni*  gave  him,  as  foon  as  poffible,  at  the 
firftdofe  gfs.  and  |ifs.  more  in  fmaller  dofes, 
by  intervals,  with  the  moft  happy  effedl. 

E e Continual 

* V.  Morg.  Epift.  xlix.  art.  30. 
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Continual  double  ’Tertians^  being  of  the 
fame  nature  as  Epidemic  Tertlafis^  are  hap- 
pily treated  with  the  Bark^  provided  the 
RemlJJions  be  long  enough,  and  nothing  ap- 
pear to  forbid  it.  And  here  the  attention 
and  fldll  of  the  Phyfician  mult  be  exercifed, 
leafh  verfial  and  autumnal  Fevers,  that  are  in 
their  nature  truly  T’ertlan,  Ihould  degene- 
rate into  continual  or  malignant,  attended 
with  very  dangerous  fymptoms. 

T'ertlans  accompanied  with  ipafmodic  af- 
fedlions  ; ejfflorefcence  on  the  Ikin  ; Phleg- 
mafia  or  local  inflammation;  or  complicated 
with  other  difeafes,  mull  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  aflbciated  affedtions 
and  fymptoms.  As  mult  alfo  remittent 
which  at  times  are  attended  w^th  va- 
rious fymptoms  and  afledlions  that  require 
thePhyfician’sgreateft  attention  and  circum- 
fpedlion ; and  mull  be  treated  with  caution, 
as  they  bear  neither  bleeding  nor  purging 
in  general,  though  particular  cafes  may  re- 
quire them  at  the  beginning  of  the  Fever."^ 

Causus. 

* V.  Werlhof.  Obf.  de  Febribus,  See.  Hanovera:  1745. 
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C A u s u s. 

Febrls  ardens  begins  with  chillnefs,  fuc- 
ceedecl  by  exceflive  heat,  efpecially  within, 
for  the  extremities  do  not  feem  to  be  fo  very 
hot ; the  fkin  and  mouth  very  dry ; in- 
fatiable  third  ; naufea  ; vomiting  ; laffi- 
tiide  and  reflleflhefs;  frequent  pulfe,  hard 
at  firft,  but  becomes  weak  and  irregular. 
Exacerbations  on  uneven  days,  diebus  hnpa- 
ribus.  They  are  mod  like  double  Tertians. 
The  patients  complain  of  a bitter  tade ; the 
countenance  is  fometimes  yellow  ; and  the 
dools  bilious  and  fetid.  Its  progrefs  is 
rapid  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  violence 
of  the  fymptoms,  going  off  by  fome  criti- 
cal difcharge  by  fweat,  dool,  urine,  8cc.  or 
taking  the  patient  off  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  and  feldom  going  beyond  the  feventh. 

The  cure  is  to  be  attempted  by  letting  the 
patient  drink  freely  of  fmall,  tepid,  aqueous, 
fubacid  drink ; barley  water ; thin  gruel, 

Ee  2 acidulated 
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acidulated  with  lemon  juice ; currant  jelly, 
and  the  like. 

If  there  be  ligns  of  Plethora^  Phlegmafia^ 
or  local  injiammation^  or  other  urgent  fymp- 
toms  that  require  it,  blood  muft  be  taken 
away,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  urgency 
of  the  fymptoms,  and  mild,  emollient,  ni- 
trated clyfters  be  inje(5led,  to  remove  the  dry 
and  hardened  faeces.  The  patient’s  feetfhould 
be  bathed  in  tepid  water,  his  hands  too, 
and  other  parts  of  the  body  with  fponges 
■fqueezed  out  of  warm  water.  The  medi- 
cines muft  be  faline  draughts ; nitrated  emul- 
fions ; Sp.  Nitri  dulcis^  and  in  general  the 
cooling  antifeptic  method  is  to  be  purfued. 
The  patient  muft  be  kept  cool,  and  frefti 
air  muft  be  admitted  into  his  apartment 
frequently. 

Symptoms  that  occur  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Fever^  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  effedls 
of  it,  upon  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  Stomach, 
and  Bowels,  8cc.  muft  be  carefully  attended 

to. 
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to,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Progfto/is,  but 
that  they  may  be  treated  according  to  the 
rules  of  art.  * 

Qjj  A R T A N. 

This  Fever,  though  the  longeft,  has  been 
by  fome  confidered  as  the  fafeft  of  all 
Fevers,  efpecially  the  Autumnal,  which  is  the 

nioft 


* Thus  far  the  ImpreJJion  of  thefe  Thoughts  was  advanced, 
before  I had  feen  the  Treatife  on  Tropical  Difeafes,  by  the 
very  fenfible  and  experienced  Dr-  Mojeley,  which  I have 
read  with  great  pleafure  and  advantage. 

The  learned  Author’s  comparative  view  of  the  Caufus  of 
Hippocrates,  and  the  Endemial  Caufus  or  Yellow  Fever  oi  the 
IVeJl-Indies,  which  he  has  not  a doubt  of  being  a fpecies  of 
the  former,  aggravated  by  the  heat  of  the  climate;  and  the 
juft  regard  paid  to  the  great  Hippocrates  and  other  excellent 
Greeks,  Latins,  and  Moderns,  mentioned  by  him,  in  both  the 
Diagnojlic  and  Therapeutic  parts,  in  the  Dyfntery  as  well  as 
in  this  cafe ; not,  however,  omitting  Ibme  very  neceflary 
cautions  refpefting  evacuants,  (bleeding,  emetics,  and  purga- 
tives ) in  their  application  to  the  Caujus  endemius  of  hot 
climates,  (the  fatal  effefts  of  which,  inftanced  in  Tart. 
Emetic,  he  pathetically  laments)  do  great  credit  to  his  can- 
dour, and  the  Jkill,  which  eminently  appear  throughout 
the  work,  / 
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mofl  frequent.  It  has  not  only  been  thought 
the  fafeft,  by  reafon  of  its  long  intervals,  and 
compared  with  'Tertian  in  this  refpedl,  it 
may  be  true ; but  it  has  had  the  credit  too 
of  freeing  us  from  fome  other  difeafes,  fuch 
as  Epilepfy^  Mania^  Melancholia,  &c.  What- 
ever truth  there  may  be  in  this,  neverthelefs, 
by  the  long  continuance  of  the  febrile  pa- 
roxyfms,the  habit  is  weakened,  and  becomes 
heElic  I obftru^lions  are  generated  in  the 
Vifcera  ; and  at  laft  comes  on  Dropfy.^ 
Moreover  hybernal  quartans  have  been  ob- 
ferved  fometimes  to  degenerate  into  acute 
difeafes.  Catarrhal,  Rheumatic,  and  Ex  ant  he- 
matic Fevers,  which  retaining  the  quartan 
Type,  by  the  intervention  of  its  paroxyfm, 
increafe  the  danger  ; fo  that  Semiquartans, 
though  lefs  common,  may  be  faid  to  be  not 
lefs  pernicious  than  Semitertians. 

Whatever  blame  or  praife  ^artan  has 
formerly  obtained,  it  is  much  diminiflied 

by 

* Quare  tuta  quoque  imprimis  ea  Oiiartana  que  inlegra 

liens  homiiiem  tenet. Idem  morbus,  fi  vel  tumido  Lie?is 

eft,  vel  nimium  Inveterafcit,  Hydropi  corpus  exponlt,  Icie- 
que  aeger  his  cafibus  opprelFus  perit. — Lomm.  L.  1.  p.  17. 
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by  providential  gift  of  the  Bark^  by  which 
this,  as  well  as  other  intermittents,  are  ef- 
fectually fubdued.  But  as  in  the  legitimate 
Quartan  the  intervals  are  fo  long,  we  are 
not  under  the  neceflity  of  precipitating  its 
exhibition  ; therefore  as  Quartans  are  often 
fufpeCled  to  be,  more  or  lefs,  accompanied 
with  vifceral  obftruCtions,  it  is  advifable  to 
conlider  well  the  concomitant  appearances 
in  the  patient ; his  habit  of  body ; com- 
plexion, and  the  fymptoms  : In  general  I 
think  it  is  beft  to  begin  the  cure  with  the 
neutral  and  Ammoniac al  falts,  and  other  de- 
obllruent  and  laxative  medicines,  and  eme- 
tics. But  fhould  any  alarming  fymptoms 
appear  during  the  paroxyfm,  we  mull  have 
recourfe  to  the  Bark^  until  the  formidable 
appearances  are  fubdued ; after  which,  if  ne- 
celTary,  the  aperients  may  be  again  refumed. 

There  feems  to  be  fo  much  ajffinity  be- 
tween ^artasis  and  ^lotidians,  that  I lliall 
now  pafs  on  to  the  latter. 


Quotidian. 
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This  the  moft  rare  of  Intermittents,  dif- 
fers httle  from  Quartan,  except  in  duration ; 
being  in  general  tnore  chronical.  In  its 
diurnal  acceffions,  it  refembles  the  double 
Tertian  and  triple  ^artan ; but  may  be 
diftinguiflied  from  them  by  its  returns  being 
pretty  conflantly,  at  or  near  the  fame  hour 
in  the  morning ; and  its  being  moftly  vernal. 
In  double  Tertian  the  third  acceffion  is  fimi- 
lar  to  the  firfl;  and  the  fourth,  which  is  the 
milder,  is  like  the  fecond.  In  triple  Sluar^ 
tan  the  fourth  is  like  to  the  firfl ; the  fifth 
to  the  fecond,  &c.  In  the  S^uotidian  the 
fymptoms  are  in  general  mild,  and  the 
fweats  moderate.  The  acceffion  is,  how- 
ever, fometimes  attended  with  Cardialgiay 
and  not  unfrequently,  puts  on  the  appear- 
ance of  Cephalalgia^  Colic^  Gout^  &c.  being 
accompanied  with  naufea,  vomiting,  and 
flatulency  ; and  by  its  continuance,  fome 
times  vitiates  the  chylopoietic  Organs.  Hence 

^otidians 
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^lotidlans  have  been  pronounced  by  Galen^ 
Ce)fusy  and  others,  as  not  being  free  from, 
danger ; degenerating  fometimes  into  con- 
tinual or  flow  Fever.  As  both  Quar- 
tans and  Quotidians  are  prone  to  return, 
after  having  been  checked  by  the  Bark^  that 
medicine  muft,  in  them^  be  repeated  every 
third  week;  but  in  the  Tertian  every  other 
week,  fo  long  as  may  be  thought  neceflary. 

Feb  RES  continued,  contmentes. 

Continual  Fevers  are  fuch  as  have  no  in- 
termiffions  ; but  only  r^miflions  and  exa- 
cerbations every  day.  Some  are  injlamma-- 
tory,  and  others  nervous.  Of  the  former  kind 
is  Synocha,  which  is  different  in  degree,  ac- 
cording as  the  fymptoms  are  more  or  lefs 
violent : hence  it  is  called  Ephemera,  Diaria, 
Synochus  non  putris,  et  Fehris  mjiammatoria.. 
As  in  plethoric  habits  it  is  often  occafioned 
by  overheats,  from  violent  exercife  ; too 
much  wine,  or  other  faults  of  the  nonnaturals 
only  ; if  rightly  attended  to,  it  is  of  but 

F f Ihort 
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fhort  duration,  going  ofF  in  one  or  a very 
few  days,  often  without,  any  fenfible  crifis ; 
the  fluids  being  very  little  altered,  the  fymp- 
toms  moderate,  and  the  cure  requiring  little 
more  than  a mild,  diluting,  and  cooling  re- 
gimen. But  fhould  the  patient  be  very  fe- 
verifh  ; the  heat  great ; the  urine  high  co- 
loured, and  crude  without  fediment,  and 
accompanied  with  Head  Ach^  or  local  Inflam- 
mation^ blood  mull:  be  taken  away,  according 
to  the  habit  of  body,  flrength  of  the  patient, 
and  urgency  of  the  fymptoms ; and  the  patient 
mull  be  treated  with  diluting,  cooling,  fub- 
acid  drink  ; Saline  Antipblogiftic  medicines  ; 
emollient  clyfters  with  nitre,  and  gentle 
laxatives.  His  food  muft  be  water  gruel, 
panada,  fago,  acidulated  with  juice  of  lemons 
or  oranges,  currant  jelly,  and  the  like;  to 
be  taken  during  the  remlffions.  As  the 
continuance  of  the  fever  is  fuppofed  to 
difpofe  the  blood  to  putrefcency,  it  has  been 
called  Syjiochus  putrida  ; but  Inflammatoria 
feems  to  be  more  proper. 


Typhus. 
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Typhus. 

The  nervous  continual.  In  this  the  pulfe 
is  generally  weak  and  quick ; the  urine  lit- 
tle altered  j the  head  is  difordered,  and  it  is 
attended  with  languor  and  debility.  Dr, 
Cullen  fuppofes  two  degrees  of  it,  I'yphus  mi- 
teor  and  "Typhus  gravior.  Under  the  former 
he  places  Febris  maligna^  8cc.  Willis. — Febrls 
^^/7<?«j-,Fraca{lorii,  Forefti. — Febris  Sy- 

denham.— Nervofa,  Wintringham. — Lenta 
nervofa^  Huxham. — Contaglofa^  Lind,  &c. 

Under  Typhus  gravior^  he  ranks  the  Fe-^ 
versy  generally  termed  putrid  and  malig- 
nant, viz.  The  malignanty  pejiilentialy  and 
contagious  Fevers  of  CampSy  PrifonSy  Hofpi- 
talsy  Shipsy  8cc.  of  P.  Salius  Diverfus,  Alpi- 
nus — Sennertus — Riverius — Willis — Hux- 
ham— Pringle — Van.  Swieten,  8cc.  And 
the  malignant  petechial  Fevers  of  Hoffmann 
and  various  others. 


Ff  2 
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Another  Typhus,  cum Jiavedine  cutis ^ com- 
- prehends  the  yellow,  or  rather  the  putrid 
bilious^  Fever  of  die  Wejl-Indies  *and  South- 
CaroUna',  and  the  malignant  of  Barbadoes, 

Ephemera  Britannica  or  Englijh  fweating 
ficknefs,  and  Febris  Sudatoria^  La  Suette  of 
xh-Q  French  are  thought  to  belong  to  Typhus.* 

Nervous  Fevers  are  in  general  contagious 
and  often  epidemic  ; and  though  the  con- 
tagion may  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  in 
all,  yet  in  different  perfons  its  efFe(5ls  will 
vary  according  to  the  different  conflitutions, 
conditions,  manner  of  living,  and  their  ap- 
parent ftate  of  health  at  the  time  of  feifure. 
The  firfl:  effe6l  of  the  contagion  feems  to  be 
fuch  an  alteration  of  the  Blood  from  its 
found  ftate,  and  fuch  depravation  of  the 
fluids  fecreted  from  it,  as  renders  them  unfit 
for  their  feveral  fuiuftions.  Of  this  depra- 
vation, 


* Mofeley,p.  — + Vid.  Cullen.  Nofologia Method,  v,  ii. 
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vation  the  nervous  fluid  Teems  to  partake  ; 
and  this  affedts  the  vital  and  animal  func- 
tions. To  this  is,  probably,  owing  the 
languor  ; debility  ; fliivering  ; oppreflion 
of  the  fpirits,  and  confuflon  of  the  head. 
The  Bile  and  falivary  fecretions  are  difor- 
dered,  hence  Naufea,  Vomiting,  Diarrhea. 

In  all  thefe  Fevers  there  is,  more  or  lefs, 
a tendency  to  putrefcency,  which  feems 
owing  to  the  contagion  ; and  though  it 
flimulates  the  heart  to  more  frequent  adlion, 
yet  by  weakening  the  nervous  energy,  the 
febrile  commotion  is  rendered  not  very 
- ftrong  ; but  is  continued  tintil  the  noxious 
particles  can  be,  by  the  powers  of  nature, 
feparated  and  difeharged. 

The  due  fupport  of  thofe  powers  muft  be 
a primary  objedl,  in  the  cure  of  thefe  Fevers, 
which  feldom  bearevacuations, except  a gen- 
tle emetic,  and  a few  grains  of  Rhu- 

barb^ in  cafes  of  vomiting  and  griping  flools. 
But  as  it  is  found  that  by  warm  moderate 

fweats ; 
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iweats ; copious  {pitting ; eruptions  about  the 
mouth ; and  fometimes  by  gentle  ftools,  the 
morbific  matter  is  gradually  wafted  and  ex- 
pelled, (for  we  are  not  to  expecft  a general, 
formal  crifis,  the  urine  being  for  the  moft 
part  crude  and  pale)  we  muft  endeavour  to 
aftift  Nature  in  the  way  £he  points  out.  For 
this  purpofe,  mild,  diluting,  fubacid,  tepid 
drink,  moderately  cordial,  are  moft  proper. 
Of  cordials^  Wine  is  in  general  the  beft,  being 
both  cordial  and  antifeptic,  and  is  to  be  oc- 
cafionally  added  to  the  patient’s  drink  and 
food,  which  muft  be  panada^  "^cLter 

gruely  and  is  to  be  taken  during  the  re- 
miflions. 

The  medicines  too  muft  poflefs  the  fame 
qualities,  fuch  as  faline  draughts  taken 
during  the  effervefcence,  with  the  addition 
of  Mijiura  camphoratay  Cq/ioVy  Confecih  car~ 
diac.  and  to  render  it  the  more  diaphoretic 
and  antifpafmodicy  a fmall  portion  of  Elix. 
Paregoric  may  be  occafionally  added.  Veji~ 
calories  are  in  thefe  cafes  very  ufeful,  and 

are 
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are  to  be  repeated  from  time  to  time^  as  the 
affe(5lions  of  the  head  and  nerves  may  render 
them  neceffary. 

In  the  mean  time  the  patient  muft  not  be 
kept  too  warm.  His  room  muft  be  venti- 
lated by  the  admiffion  of  frefh,  cool  air,  and 
fumigated  with  vinegar,  &c. 

Miliary  eruptions  fometimes  appear,  but 
they  feem  to  be  rather  fymptomatic  than  rn- 
tlcal,  as  they  are  not  found  to  give  the  relief 
that  might  be  expe6led  from  a critical  efflo- 
refcence  ; and  therefore  the  means  that  are 
recommended  to  promote  their  expuUion, 
muft  be  ufed  with  prudence,  fince  they  are 
often  fuppofed  to  be  the  effedl  of  too  much 
fweating,  kept  up  with  the  view  to  expel  the 
morbific  particles, but  which  rather  weakens 
than  relieves  the  patient. 

As  however  eruptions  are  generally  pre- 
ceded by  anxiety  and  oppreffion  about  the 
whenthefe  fymptoms  appearabouc 

the 
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the  feventh,  ninth,  or  eleventh  day,  feme 
fort  of  Exajiihemata  may  be  expedled,  and  it 
will  be  right  to  favour  the  excluhcn  of  the 
morbific  matter  by  mild  Diaphoretics.  And 
as  nature  feems  to  be  relieved  not  only  by 
the  fkm^  but  by  the  falivary  glands,  and  by 
Jlools,  thofe  difeharges,  when  critical^  are  to 
be  promoted  bv  moderate  flimulants,  fuch 
as  Oxymel  Scillilic,  8cc.  and  gentle  laxatives 
of  Magnefia^  Rhubarb^  Dec.  ’Tamarind^  Manna., 
Sal.  Rupellens,  if  nature  fhould  feem  to 
want  luch  affiflance. 

SynochuS. 

Continua  piitrida,  Boerhaavii — Lommii. 

This  is  a fort  of  continual  Fever  that 
happens  frequently  with  us,  which  is  nei- 
ther wholly  nervous  nor  injiammatory,  but  a 
compound  of  both,  being  at  the  beginning 
Synocha  \ in  its  progrefs,  and  towards  the 
end,  Fyphiis  ; to  which  Dr.  Cullen  gives 
the  name  Synochus,  and  under  it  ranks  Febris 

depur atoria., 


tEBRES  CONTINUE,  ScC*  ' ^33 

depuratoria ; continua  Epldemica,  Sydenham* 
— Febris  continua  putrida^  Wintringham.— 
Sauvages,  Varietates. 

After  what  has  been  already  noticed  on 
the  fubje6l  of  Fevers,  I would  only  obferve 
that  the  treatment  of  this  muft  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  different  ftages  of  it.  In  the 
beginning,  bleeding,  and  the  diluting  and 
cooling  method  will  be  proper,  which  in 
its  advance  and  towards  the  end  would  not 
be  advifeable,  and  muft  give  place  to  the 
mild  Diaphoretic,  Antifeptic  cordial  medicines, 
Veficatories,  8cc.  as  the  fymptoms  may  indicate. 

Typhus  Gravior. 

I 

Malignant,  peflilential,  and  petechial  Fe- 
vers feem  to  differ  only  in  degree  from  thofe 
called  Nervous.  And  this  may  be  probably 
owing  to  the  greater  virulence  of  the  conta- 
gion, where  a greater  number  of  perfons 
are  colledled  together  as  in  Camps,  Hofpi- 
sals.  Jails,  &c.  Hence  the  fymptoms  are 
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more  violent,  and  the  appearances  denote  a 
greater  degree  of  putrefcency  of  the  Blood, 
and  of  depravation  of  the  fluids  in  general. 
But  the  difference  of  the  fymptoms  will  not 
depend  folely  on  the  degree  of  virulence, 
but  will  be  farther  modified  by  the  differ- 
ent ftates  and  conftitutions  of  the  perfons 
affedted;  and  this  will  occafion  fome  varia- 
tion in  the  method  of  cure.  For  though  ^ 
the  general  effedl  of  the  contagion  is  to 
weaken  the  nervous  energy,  fo  that  bleed- 
ing and  other  evacuations  are  to  be  prac- 
tifed  with  great  caution,  yet  in  perfons  of 
full  plethoric  habits,  the  fymptoms  are 
fometimes  fuch  as  not  only  to  juftlfy  the 
taking  away  of  blood,  but  even  of  repeat- 
ing it.  As  the  ftomach  and  firfl:  pai^ages 
are  more  or  lefs  affedted,  and  their  contents 
corrupted  by  contagious  miafmata  taken  in 
by  the  mouth,  a gentle  emetic^  and  if  there 
be  reafon  to  fufped  that  the  inteftines  are 
loaded,  a moderate  dofe  of  Rhubarb^  or  other 
mild  laxative  will  be  advifeable.  The  pa- 
tient is  to  be  fupplied  with  mild,  antifeptic, 

fubacid 
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fubacid  drinks,  and  nouriflied  with  panada^ 
•water  gruel^fago^  &c.  to  which  whie  muft  be 
added  with  a liberal  but  prudent  hand,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumflances.  By  fuch  means 
a mild  Dlaphorejis  mull  be  fupported ; which 
may  be  aflifted  with  Sp.  Minderer : Pidv. 
Contrayerv.  c : Conf.  cardiac.  Mijlur.  Cafnphorat : 
EIlx.  paregor.  As  thefe  Fevers  are  obferved 
to  go  off  partly  by  the  Ikin  and  partly  by 
ftools,  the  latter  are  to  be  prudently  pro- 
moted, when  they  come  on  abput  the  fe- 
venth,  ninth,  or  eleventh  day, 

Should  Petechia  appear  early,  or  other 
marks  of  putrefcency,  the  mineral  acids  muft 
be  freely  taken,  , 

Febris  FIectica, 

This  Fever  comes  on  about  eleven  o’clock 
every  day,  with  chillnefs,  palenefs  of  the 
face,  and  very  great  third,  fucceeded  by 
a quick  pulfe,  heat  and  flufhing  in  the 
cheeks.  Thefe  fymptoms  decline  gradually, 
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but  increafe  again  towards  night,  continue 
fome  hours,  and  are  followed  towards  morn- 
ing by  copious  fweat,  which  carries  off  the 
the  heat,  and  the  patient  gets  a few  hours 
deep.  The  Fever,  however,  does  not  en- 
tirely leave  him,  and  the  exacerbation  comes 
on  again  about  the  fame  hour,  as  before,,  in 
the  forenoon,  but  not  always  in  the  evening. 
The  morning  fweats  are  generally  very  pro- 
fufe;  the  urine  is  high  coloured,  and  depo- 
fits  a pink  coloured  fediment,  which  I have 
often  found  to  be  a fymptom  of  internal 
Ulcers ; the  patient’s  flefh  and  ftrength 
wafte  away,  and  he  dies  tabid. 

This  happens  moft  frequently  in  difeafes 
of  the  Lungs,  which  of  all  the  vifcera  are  the 
moft  fubjecft  to  ulceration,  and  I have  gene- 
rally found  the  urine  depofiting  a rofe  or 
pink  coloured  fediment  to  be  an  almoft  in- 
fallible lign  of  an  internal  ulcer,  and  toge- 
ther with  Hediic  Fever  and  Marafmus  making 
Up  a fatal  Prognofts, 


The 
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The  fymptoms,  excepting  cough,  are  very 
fimilar  in  cafes  of  matter  formed  in  the 
joints,  as  I have  feen  in  that  of  the  Os  Fe- 
moris  with  the  Ifchium,  and  with  the  'Tibia, 
and  that  with,  the  foot  j in  i^j^/Vabfceffes,  &c, 

A fymptomatlc  flow  Fever  often  attends 
Worms;  Scrophula ; Chlorofis  ; but  it  has  not 
the  chara(5ler  of  the  true  Heblic* 


Section  II. 
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E'  Fflorefcences  on  the  flcin  are  of  va- 
^ rious  kinds,  of  which  fome  are  ow- 
ing to  a fpecific  Sem'mium^  and  make 
their  appearance  at  or  about  one  certain 
time  of  the  difeafe  occafioned  by  contagion. 
Of  this  kind  efpecially  are  the  Sniall-Pox 
and  Meajles^  to  which  we  may  add  the 
Scarlet  Fever ^ though  lefs  remarkable  than 
the  other.  Thefe  eruptions  are  critical, 
the  contagious  particles  being  by  them 
difeharged  upon  the  fkin.  By  the  way  we 
may  here  remark  the  different  effeds  of  dif- 
ferent contagion  upon  the  fkin,  one  kind  pro- 
ducing papulce  that  inflame  and  fuppurate, 

as 
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as  Variolce;  another  canfing  fmall  red  fpots 
like  flea-bites,  forming  patches  or  clufters 
that  are  fcarcely  perceivable  by  the  touch, 
and  vanifh  in  a few  days,  leaving  upon  the 
flvin  a branny  roughnefs  only,  the  Mea- 
Jles ; another  in  which  the  fpots  are  red, 
caufe  a conflderable  roughnefs  of  the  Ikin, 
and  by  degrees  fade  and  go  off  with  defqua- 
mation  of  the  flcin,  fuch  is  the  Rajh ; ano- 
ther in  which  the  fpots  are  at  firfl:  white 
veficles,  fome  fmall  and  round,  other  rather 
larger  and  lenticular,  this  is  the  Miliary^  by 
fome  called  Purpura  alba;  another  called 
Petechia;^  which  are  fpots  in  the  Ikin  that 
are  of  a deep  red,  brown,  or  purple,  that 
appear  about  the  fixth  or  feventh  day,  in 
malignant^  pejlile?itial  Fevers,  Small-Pox,  8cc^ 
and  are  ihore  or  lefs  alarming  as  their  co- 
lour approaches  more  or  lefs  to  black.  Pe- 
techioe  are  fometimes  fucceeded  by  the  Mi- 
liary, in  malignant  Fevers,  8cc.  and  often 
with  bad  omen.  Some  of  thefe  are  mani- 
feftly  idiopathic  and  critical : though  the 

Mealies 
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Meafles  are  by  fome  thought  fymptomatid^ 
as  well  as  the  Miliary  and  Petechia.  But 
even  the  laft,  though  they  moftly  attend 
malignant  and  peflilential  difeafes,  and  de- 
note great  putrefcency  of  the  fluids,  yet 
when  they  are  only  of  a deep  red,  brown, 
or  purplifli  colour,  and  gradually  fade  away, 
with  fuch  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  as 
are  often  followed  by  the  patient’s  recovery, 
they  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  be  in 
fome  degree  critical.  As  to  the  Meafles, 
though  their  eruption  does  not  immediately 
remove  all  the  fymptoms,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  the  cough  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing are  upon  the  turn  increafed,  fometimes 
to  an  alarming  degree ; and  fo  as  often  to 
injure  the  Lungs  ; yet  thefe  may  be  owing 
to  mifmanagement,  or  to  the  malignancy 
of  the  difeafe,  fince  it  is  well  known  that  a 
premature  retroceffion  of  the  eruptions  is 
always  dangerous. 


Variol^e. 
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Of  all  Exanthemata^  owing  to  fpecific 
contagion,  the  moft  remarkable  is  the  Small- 
Pox.  It  was  formerly  one  of  the  moft  for- 
midable too  ; bnt  by  the  practice  of  hiocu- 
lation,it  has  been  rendered  in  general  fomild 
as  to  create  very  little  trouble  or  appre- 
henfton.  But  though  dally  experience  of 
its  uniform  fiiccefs  evinces  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  Inoculation^  yet  in  a matter  fo 
very  interefting,  it  is  no  wonder  that  many 
find  it  difficult  to  overcome  their  fears  of 
giving  their  child  a difeafe  of  which  he  may 
die,  who  yet  would  think  it  wrong  not  to 
give  him  the  beft  chance  of  paffing  well 
through  a difeafe  which  he  muft  once  have, 
at  the  moft  eligible  time  of  life,  and  with 
the  choice  of  the  moft  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  of  feafon  ; quality  of  the  matter ; 
mode  of  infe(ftion  j (which  ieems  to  be 
of  great  importance)  and  the  having  an 
opportunity  of -preparing  him  fork,  where 
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where  that  may  feem  neceflary ; which, 
however,  is  very  little  wanted  in  children 
of  good  habits,  and  who  are  properly  edu-^  • 
cated. 

Should  the  difeafe  however,  whether  by 
natural  or  artificial  infe<5lion,  be  attended 
with  fymptoms  unfavourable,  the  afllftance 
of  an  able  and  experienced  Phyfician  will 
be  neceflary. 

R u B E O L JE. 

The  Meafles  begin  very  much  like  a Ca- 
tarrhal Fever,  with  heavinefs  of  the  head  ; 
watery  eyes;  fneezing;  hoarfenefs  and  fe- 
ver. The  eruption  appears  about  the  fourth 
day,  in  red  fpots  and  papulae  vifible^  but  fo 
little  elevated  as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible 
by  the  touch.  About  the  fifth  or  fixth  day 
they  fade  and  by  degrees  go  off,  leaving  a 
branny  roughnefs  upon  the  Ikin. 

When  the  difeafe  is  of  a benign  kind,  the 
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fymptorns  are  mild  and  favourable,  and  the 
patient  gets  through  without  much  trouble, 
little  more  being  wanted  than  to  keep  mo- 
derately warm  ; to  drink  fmall  tepid  li- 
quids, fuch  as  barley  water  with  raifins ; 
baum,  or  fmall  green  tea ; lemonade  and 
the  like. 

•The  patient’s  room  muft  not  be  made 
too  warm,  nor  muft  he  be  much  loaded 
with  bed-cloaths,  more  than  what  may  be 
fufhcient  to  encourage  mild  perfpiration. 
But  as  the  difeafe  is  often  more  or  lefs  epi- 
demic, the  fymptorns  vary  according  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  year  ; the  feafon  ; their 
anomalies  and  prevailing  difeafes,  and  the 
difference  of  age,  habit  of  body  and  ftrength 
of  the  patient.  If  the  difeafe  come  on  with 
much  head-ach,  cough  and  fever,  and  the 
patient  be  plethoric,  he  muft  lofe  blood  ac- 
cording to  his  ftrength  and  the  urgency  of 
the  inflammatory  fymptorns ; which  ren- 
der it  neceffary  even  in  children.  And 
though  it  fliould  not  feem  to  be  required 
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at  the  beginning,  yet  it  often  happens  about 
the  fixth  day,  when  the  eruptions  begin  to 
fade,  that  the  cough  increafes,  and  is  accom- 
panied with  fuch  opprefTion  and  difficulty 
of  breathing,  as  to  endanger  the  patient’s 
life,  or  to  injure  the  lungs  fo  as  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a Pbthifis.  Here  bleeding  is 
become  abfolutely  neceflary,  without  which 
no  other  means  would  avail,  and  it  muft  be 
repeated  if  neceffary  ; a veficatory  mull  be 
applied,  and  the  patient  muft  ftp  frequently 
fome  fmall  tepid  liquid,  fuch  as  an  infufton 
of  raiftns,  liquorice,  and  pennyroyal,  and 
endeavour  to  inhale  the  warm  vapour  from 
the  tea-pot. 

When  this  difficulty  is  overcome,  little 
more  will  be  wanted  than  two  or  three 
dofes  of  rhubarb  or  other  mild  laxative, 
and  if  a cough  fliould  remain,  change  of 
air  and  afles  milk  to  compleat  the  cure. 
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MS 

Scarlatina,  Sydenham. — Scarlatina 
SIMPLEX,  Cullen, 

This  as  well  as  Small-Pox  and  Meafles,ls 
preceded  by  a Synocba^-  and  is  contagions. 
The  fymptoms  are,  however,  fometimes  fo 
mild,  as  to  give  the  patient  very  little  trou- 
ble or  ficknefs.  There  is  indeed  fome  Fe- 
ver, but  very  moderate.  Such  was  that 
taken  notice  of  by  Sydenham.  The  face, 
about  the  fourth  day  appears  rather  fwelled, 
and  large  red  fpots  or  patches  come  out  here 
and  there,  which  run  together,  and  in  three 
days  more  gradually  go  off  in  branny  fcales, 
but  leaving  an  anafarcous  fwelling. 

This  difeafe  is  peculiar  to  children  and 
young  perfons,  efpecially  girls.  It  comes 
on  with  fhivering,  pain  in  the  head,  anxiety, 
rednefs  and  forenefs  of  the  eyes,  and  other 
catarrhal  fymptoms,  very  much  like  the 
Mealies ; and  is  like  that  to  be  treated  with 
fmall  warm  diluting  drinks,  fuch  as  wdth- 
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out  heating,  tend  to  promote  perfpiration. 
The  patient  miifl  in  the  mean  time  be  kept 
in  bed,  in  a moderate  degree  of  warmth. 

When  the  difeafe  is  over,  and  the  de- 
fquamation  has  taken  place,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  give  the  patient  fome  gentle  cathar- 
tics, which  muft  be  repeated  at  proper  in- 
tervals, as  the  cafe  may  require,  after  which 
fonle  mild  tonics  will  be  advifeable. 

Scarlatina  cynanchica,  Gulkn. 

But  there  is  another  Scarlatina  which  is 
Epidemic^  and  which  being  almoft  always 
accompanied  with  Ulcers  in  the  throat, 
Dr.  Cullen  calls  Scarlatina  cynanchica;  which 
as  in  mofl  of  the  patients  it  very  much  re- 
fenibled  the  malignant  fore  throat ; and  as 
in  all  that  were  affedled,  he  never  obferved 
Epidemic  Scarlatina  to  be  fimple  ; he  has 
often  doubted  whether  every  Scarlatina  be 
not  Cynanchica and  almoft  always  the  fame 
difeafe  with  Cynanche  Maligna."^ 

But 
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But  he  fays,  there  are  many  reafons  for 
his  not  adopting  this  opinion : For,  that 
Scarlatina  is  fometimes  f mple,  that  is  with^ 
out  a ^infey^  and  that  therefore  there  is  a 
fpecies  of  contagion  that  produces  a fcarlet 
efflorefcence  only^  is  certain  from  the  ob- 
fervations  of  Sydenham  and  others.  And  if 
contagion  affecting  the  fauces,  often  pro- 
duce the  fcarlet  alfo  ; this  only  proves  that 
it  is  the  nature  of  fome  contagions  to  affedl 
both  the  fldn  and  the  throat.  Though 
thefe  contagions  may  yet  differ,  fo  as 
that  the  one  fliould  primarily  more  affedl 
the  fkin,  the  other  more  the  fauces  ; and 
this  difference  he  thinks,  there  always  is 
between  the  contagion  of  the  fcarlet^  and 
that  of  the  malignant  fore  throat. 

In  the  epidemic  which  he  confidered  as 
Scarlatina,  fome  of  the  patients  had  no  fore 
throat,  and  in  thofe  who  had,  it  was  in  al-  ' 
moft  all,  benign ; the  ulcers  on  the  Tonfllls 
fmall,  not  fpreading ; the  m^atter  moflly 
good,  and  the  difeafe  rarely  mortal. 


In 
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In  the  malignant  Angina,  the  fick  were 
feized  at  the  fir  ft  with  fore  throat ; the 
ulcers  were  foul,  fpreading,  malignant,  and 
gangrenous  ; and  the  difeafe  was  for  the 
moft  part  mortal. 

This  diftincftion  between  the  malignant 
fore  throat,  and  the  fcarlet  Angina  agrees 
with  what  I have  obfervcd,  and,  as  a thing 
of  no  fmall  importance,  fhould  be  kept  in 
mind.  The  treatment  of  Cynancbe  Maligna, 
has  been  already  confidered. 


ERYSIPELAS 

This  is  an  affecftion  of  the  Ikin,  in  which 
it  appears  of  a bright  red,  with  fwelling, 
confiderable  heat,  and  often  puftules  or 
veficles,  accompanied  with  Synocba-  It  fre- 
quently attacks  the  face,  and  after  dying 
away  there,  fhews  itfelf  again  on  the  legs, 
the  rednefs  fpreading  fometimes  very  con- 
fiderably  j it  continues  feven  or  eight  days, 
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then  the  fkin  becomes  fcaly  and  fo  goes 
off*.  The  Fever  is  often  accompanied  with 
dorwhnefs,  and  fometimes  with  delirium  ; 
it  continues  only  a few  days  in  common 
cafes ; but  when  the  Eryfipelas  is  fymptoma- 
tic,  in  putrid  and  malignant  Fevers,  it  lafts 
longer,  and  the  inflammation  fometimes  ends 
in  fuppuration  or  gangrene. 

Eryftpelas  requires  different  treatment, 
according  to  the  different  degrees.  When 
it  is  Idiopathic^  the  inflammation,  great,  and 
the  fwelling  confiderable ; bleeding,  anti- 
phlogiftics,  mild  diaphoretics,  with  fmall 
tepid  liquids,  and  clyflers  or  mild  laxa- 
tives, in  cafe  of  coftivenefs,  will  be  the ' 
beft.  In  the  mean  time  the  patient  mufl 
be  kept  moderately  warm,  fo  that  moderate 
perfpiration  be  promoted.  'Should  the  in- 
flammation increafe,  it  will  be  advifable  to 
foment  the  part  with  foft  flannel  wrung 
very  dry  out  of  DecoH.  pro  Fotu^  and 
fprinkled  with  Sp.  Vin.  Camphorat,  taking 
care  that  they  be  not  applied  too  hot.  The 
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Fever,  if  putrid  or  malignant,  mufl  be 
treated  as  fuch. 

Case  of  Erysipelas  Phlegmonodes. 

I take  the  opportunity  here  to  mention 
what  happened  to  me  in  the  courfe  of,  and 
apparently  unconnedted  with  the  Arthrody^ 
nia^  which  had  fo  long  confined  me.  On 
the  24th  of  December^  being  in  perfe6l  health 
and  good  fpirits  when  I went  to  bed,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  I awoke  in 
a ftiivering  Fit^  which  was  foon  after  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Pyrexia^  but  in  no  great  degree. 
A day  or  two  after  I felt  a forenefs  in  the 
calf  of  my  left  leg,  where  the  Ikin  appeared 
red  and  hot,  in  Ihort  an  Eryfipelas  fhewed 
itfelf,  which  I flattered  myfelf  would  prove 
merely  fuperficial ; but  I foon  found  that 
it  was  Phlegmonodes^  attended  with  burning 
heat.  And  fuch  was  the  acrimony  of  the 
huipour  there  depofited,  as  to  produce 
the  effedl  of  a Cauf  ic^  (a  black  Efchar) 
which  deftroyed  the  Cutis^  8cc.  and  upon 
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the  whole  was  more  like  an  Anthrax  than 
any  thing  elfe.  The  feverilhnefs  foon  went 
off,  and  I became  perfedlly  well  in  health  ; 
but  the  Efchar  was  long  before  it  feparated, 
and  the  Ulcer  which  was  about  the  fize  of  a 
crown  piece,  is  not  yet  healed.  I was  not 
a little  furprifed  at  the  virulence  of  the  hu- 
mour, as  I never  had  in  my  life  any  cuta- 
neous eruptions,  or  other  marks  of  acrimo- 
ny ; nor  was  the  difeafe  that  afflicted  all  my 
joints,  attended  with  any  appearance  of  in- 
flammation. The  Eryfipelas  was  entirely 
under  the  management  of  my  Surgeon,  being 
in  fo  good  health,  that  medicine  was  per- 
fe(5tly  unnecelfary. 


MILIARY  FEVER, 

This  fever  made  its  appearance  about  the 
middle  of  the  laft  century  at  Leipzig,  where 
it  proved  fatal  to  the  greater  part  of  women 
in  Child-bed  that  took  it,  for  they  07dy  were 
attacked  with  it. 
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* Dr.  Welfch,  the  firft  who  wrote  upon  it, 
looked  upon  it  as  a new  difeafe,  and  ex- 
prefles  himfelf  as  having  laboured  under 
great  anxiety  on  account  of  its  fatality,  and 
his  having  no  precedent  to  dire6l  him  in  . 
the  cure.  From  afialogy^  therefore,  he  was 
led  to  conlider  it  as  a malignant  Fever,  and 
as  fuch  treated  it,  giving  it  the  name  of 
Febris  maligna  miliaris,  the  eruption  cauling 
the  fkin  to  feel  as  if  fprinkled  with  millet 
feed.  By  others  it  was  thought  to  feel  like 
the  cloth  called  frfze^  and  they  called  it  der 
Friezel^  red,  or  white,  according  to  the  co- 
lour of  the  fpots.  To  fome  they  appeared 
of  the  lize  of  lentils^  and  they  called  it  Len- 
ticular, 

At  its  firft  appearance  it  affe(fted  lying-in 
women  only;  but  fome  years  after,  7341-5, 
it  raged  with  great  violence  at  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stra/hurg^  under  the 

name 
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name  of  * Purpura  meliaris  alha ; though 
Purpura  belongs  properly  to  the  red  fpots  ; 
and. not  at  all  to  that  in  which  the  white 
fpots  are  not  preceded  by  the  red. 

Sir  D.  Hamilton  thought  it  ought  to  be 
called  a ^^Veficular  Fever^  becaufe  the  puf- 
“ tules  are  veficles  or  little  blifters,  filled  at 
“ firft  with  a limpid  Scrum,  and  afterwards 
“ with  a whitifli  one,  not  unlike  the  colour 
“ of  pearlsP 

As  the  Leipzig  Fever  affedled  only  lying- 
in  women,  that  of  Strajhurg  happened  moft- 
ly  to  middle  aged  men,  and  thofe  efpecially 
oi plethoric,  fanguine  habits  of  body,  to  whom 
it  was  more  dangerous  than  to  the  phlegma- 
tic. The  fymptoms  being  more  or  lefs  vi- 
olent at  different  times,  it  has  been  divided 
into  benign  and  malignant;  the  former  called 
by  \Etmuller,  Scorbutica;  and  by  Hoffmann 
into  Acute  and  Chronical;  the  latter  having 
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no  Fever,  nor  being  dangerous,  but  rather 
falutary,  though  very  trcublcfome  from  the 
itching  it  occahons.  This  feems  to  agree 
with  what  we  call  a Ralh.  The  acute  is 
dangerous,  either  ftmple,  having  miliary  puf- 
tules  only,  which  * Hoffman  calls  idiopathic; 
or  complicated  with  purpura  rubra;  Variolce; 
Morbilli ; or  Petechia ; which  fometimes 
come  on  in  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the 
difeafe,  feldom  at  the  beginning.  The  mi^ 
liary  fometimes  joins  itfelf  to  putrid,  ardent, 
and  fpotted  Fevers  too,  and  then  he  calls  it 
Symptomatic, 

What  has  been  already  faid,  being  chiefly 
Hijlorical,  I fhall  now  enter  into  a detail  of 
the  phafiomcna,  or  fymptonls  attending  tliis 
Fever.  At  the  fir  ft,  when  it  affedled  child- 
bed women  only,  it  began  generally  within 
the  fir  ft  four  or  five  days  after  delivery ; 
fometimes  about  the  feventh,  feldom  later. 

Its 
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Its  beginning  was  attended  with  Jhlvcring^ 
then  general  heat ; anxiety  about  the 
cordla ; pain  in  the  head ; rednefs  of  the 
eyes;  refllelTnefs ; a partial  fweat  about  the 
face,  neck,  and  pracordia  ; the  urine  was, 
for  the  moil  part,  as  in  health,  or  very  little 
changed  ; the  belly  bound,  or  (tools  (low. 
Its  tncreafe  was  accompanied  with  increafe 
of  heat ; rednefs  and  roughnefs  of  the  (kin 
about  the  bread,  neck,  and  back ; and  here 
and  there  over  the  whole  body  ; the  puKe 
full ; little  deep,  and  that  uneafy  and  dijf- 
turbed ; the  urine  clear ^ orange  coloured  or 
red;  and  the  fymptoms^  in  general,  decreafed; 
the  Lochia  diminillied.  The  fate  was  about 
the  ffth  or  fxth  day  of  the  difeafe,  when  the 
fymptoms  attained  their  height.  Such  in  ge- 
neral were  the  diagnofic  figns.  The  prog- 
nofs  was  in  general  unfavourable.  Anxi- 
ety ; a weak  unequal  pulfe  ; difficult  Refpi- 
ration ; prof  ration  of  drength  ; / eflefnefs  ; 
delirium  ; dimnefs  of  fght ; bleeding  at  the 
nofe\  tremor;  fpafms;  were  fymptoms  which, 
with  more  or  lefs  violence,  according  to  the 

difference 
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difFerence  of  hahit  and  conflltiition  of  the  pa- 
tients announced  a fatal  termination  ; to 
fome  ev’^en  in  the  begmnmg  or  hicreafe^  but 
moftly  about  the  date.  But  if  at  this  time 
there  came  on  a moderate  fweat  about  the 
prescordia^  and  from  thence  extended  over 
the  vv^hole  habit ; with  remijfion  of  the  heat 
and  other  fymptoms;  gentle  quiet  the 
urine  becoming  thick  and  turbed,  depofiting 
a copious  fedimeyit^  with  fpontaneous  fetid 
ftools,  the -patient  recovered,  his  ftrength 
gradually  returned,  and  by  moderate  fweats 
and  perfpiration,  the  itching  and  roughnefs 
of  the  Ikin  goes  off,  with  defquamation  of 
the  cuticle. 

Sir  David  Hamilton  s account  of  this  dif- 
cafe  about  the  year  1710,  agrees  very 
much  both  in  refpecfl  to  the  ph^rnomena^ 
and  to  his  notions  of  the  nature  of  it,  which 
he  conlidered  as  malignant.  ' But  I think  it 
appears  that  by  miliary^  he  means  the  vahite 
veficles,  as  he  calls  them  ; for  where  he 
hiys  that  this  kind  of  fever  is  twofold, y/w/»/c 
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“and  compound.  I call  it  ftmple.^  as  often  as  no 
“ pultules  befide  the  miliary  appear,  whereof 
“ I am  going  to  difcourfe  ; bat  compound^ 
“ when  red  papillary  pujlules  are  interfperfed 
“ with  the  miliary  ; and  wnich,  when  they 
‘ are  folitary^  are  commonly  called  a Rajh. 
“ And  it  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
“ miliary  puftules  are  fometimes  intermixed 
“ with  the  fmall-pox,  and  while  the  fmall-pox 
“ rifes  up,  thofe  gradually  wither  away ; 
“ but  remain  Handing  after  the  papillary 
“ are  dried  up. 

As  in  his  general  notions  of  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe,  fo  in  his  defcription  of  the  Symp- 
toms., and  the  Prognofis.,  Sir  David  agrees 
materially  with  the  German  Phyficians.  In 
refpedf  to  the  prognojlic  iigns  of  this  fever, 
he  fays,  “ a Prognojlic  is  thus  to  be  made  of 
“ this  fever : If  the  fick  hath  not  obferved 
“ a due  Regimen  in  the  Beginning.,  or  the 
“ Phyfician  prefcribed  heating  medicines.,  not 
“ raiftng  a fweat,  although  the  fyinptoms 
“ were  milder  from  the  beginning,  yet  the 
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“ diflemper  often  turns  to  the  worfe,  and 
“ threatens  either  death  or  a lingering  dif^ 
“ eafe^''  In  his  caution  too  againft  the  ufe 
of  “ heating  medicines,  ufual  in  Hyjieric 
“ paroxyfms,  without  Diaphoretics^  whence 
“ in  lieu  of  a mild  procedure  of  nature^  ex- 
“ pelling  the  matter  by  gentle  fweating,  a 
“ rapid  fermentation  throws  down  the  fame 
“ into  the  Guts Sir  David  agrees  with 
them,  as  well  as  in  the  treatment  recom- 
mended by  them ; founded  as  appears  on 
the  fuppolition  of  its  being  an  Idiopathic  dif- 
eafe  ; and  that  the  offending  matter  is  belt 
carried  off  by  moderate  fweating,  thick  con- 
co6led  urine,  and  fpontaneous  gentle  tho’ 
fetid  flools. 

Great  and  profufe  Sweats  fometlmes  pre- 
cede the  miliary  eruption,  which  may  be 
confidered  rather  as  Symptomatic ; and  to  de- 
note a greater  quantity  or  more  irritating 
quality  of  the  morbific  particles  in  the  blood, 
by  which  the  powers  of  nature  are  put  into 
greater  commotion,  and  thereby  weakened ; 

or 
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or  as  happens  to  child-bed  women,  when 
/mothered  with  bed  cloaths  and  hot  rooms. 
But  that  the  miliary  eruption  is  the  creature 
merely  of  a heating  regimen  and  heating  me- 
dicines an  idea  that  the  Authors  mentioned 
difclaim ; and  which  is  not  fupported  either 
by  their  pra6iice  or  their  obfervation.  It  is, 
liowever,  allowed  to  be  fometimes  Symp- 
tomatic. 

It  feems  to  have  been  very  frequent  and 
dangerous  in  perfons  of  all  ages  and  fexes 
about  the  year  i74i.^Vide  an  anonymous 
Pamphlet  on  the  cure  of  the  Miliary  Fever ^ 
with  extradVs  from  Sir  David  Hamilton  and 
Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  London^  printed  for 
C,  Saj'y  Newgate/reet,  1751. 
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F E B R E S. 

The  Fevers  that  happen  to  lying-in  wo- 
men, may  have  for  caufes,  injury  done  to 
the  Uterus  in  difficult  parturition  ; great 
emotions  of  the  Mind,  occafioning  fpafms 
and  fuppreflion  of  the  Lochia;  getting  cold; 
reteTition  of  the  milk  from  negledl  of  hav- 
ing the  breads  drawn  ; whence  arifes  a 
fudden  Plethora,  which,  where  there  is  al- 
ready a phlogiftic  Diathejis,  caufes  inflam- 
mation and  great  danger  to  the  patient,  as 
has  been  proved  by  diffedlion,  not  only  the 
Uterus,  but  xEe.  Peritoneum  or  Epiploon, }\2iyin^ 
been  found  in  an  inflamed  and  gangrenous 
ftate.  But  to  none  of  the  caufes  mentioned 
may  it  be  more  frequently  attributed  than 
to  the  retention  of  the  milk,  as  I have  been 
aflured  by  a very  fuccefsful  Accoucheur; 
who  informs  me  alfo,  that  it  is  a cafe  th^, 
in  very  extenfive  pradice,  he  rarely  meets 

with 
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with,  and  may  be  prevented  in  a great  mea- 
fure  by  giving  attention  to  have  the  milk 
regularly  drawn  off,  which  prevents-  alfo 
any  degree  of  miik  Fever.  Hence  the  in- 
genious Mofif.  de  Sauvages^  among  other 
fpecies  of  inflammation  of  the  Uterus^  ranks 
* Metritis  Ladlea ; and  Lleutaud,  after  the 
enumeration  of  various  afl'e<!dions,  excited 
by  the  milk,  fays  “ Telles  font  les  maladies 
“ dont  font  menac^es  les  femmes^  qui  veulent  fc 
foufraire  auxloix  etablies par  la  Jiatur^T  This 
one  would  think  fhould  have  induced  him 
to  have  recommended  inftead  of  a number 
of  inflgnificant  topics,  &c.  the  breafts  to 
be  drawn^  which  he  does,  indeed,  by  com- 
pulflon  it  feems,  and  apologifes  by  faying 
bn  ef  oblige  d' av our  recotirs  an  tettement  d^un 
“ enfant  on  a la  fublion  de  toute  autre  perfonne: 
“ ce  parti  pent  entretefiir^  a la  verite^  la  difpo- 
fition  a V engorgement^  mais  en  remediant  aiix 
“ doulears  prefentes  il  donne  le  terns  d^uferd' autre 

a 

moyens. 


*■  Cullen.  Nofologia  Methodica,  v.  ii.  p.  118. 

+ Precis  de  la  Medicine  pratique,  L.  iii.  p.  6j0. 
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“ inoyensy  So  that  he  propofes  it  only  as 
a temporary  expedient  to  give  time  for  the 
employment  of  other  means.  This  is  at 
lead  acknowledging  its  utility. 

Should,  however,  any  of  the  caufes  men- 
tioned occafion  Fever,  accompanied  with 
pain  and  tendon  of  the  Hypogajlrium ; vo- 
miting, 8cc.  Blood  mull  be  taken  away, 
and  that,  more  than  once,  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms.  Emollient  cly- 
fters  mud  be  injedled,  and  tepid  fomenta- 
tions applied  to  the  Abdomen  ; her  drink 
muft  be  fmall  tepid  liquids,  fuch  as  barley 
water ; baum,  or  fmall  green  tea,  and  the 
like,  to  promote  gentle  perfpiration,  for 
which  purpofe  alfo  three  or  four  grains  of 
James's  Powder  may  be  given,  and  repeated 
with  dljcretion.  In  the  mean  time  flie  mud 
not  be  kept  too  warm,  but  only  fo  as  to 
favour  free  perfpiration.  And  as  it  fome- 
times  happens,  on  thefe  occafions,  that  the 
Bowels  are  affecled  with  fpafms,  from  which 
arife  flatulency  and  pain,  it  will  be  proper 

to 
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to  move  them  now  and  then  by  injecfllng  a 
proper  clyfter,  or  if  neceffary,  giving  fome 
very  gentle  laxative,  btit  with  due  caution 
of  not  expofing  the  patient  to  a check  of 
perfpiration.  In  the  mean  time  the  breads 
fhould  be  gently  drawn  from  time  to  time, 
as  it  is  a matter  of  condderable  importance. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  the  con- 
fideration  of  many  other  affecdions  and  acci- 
dents to  which  lying-in  women  are  liable. 
I would,  however,  obferve  that  the  pains 
that  often  fucceed  Parturition,  are  not  al- 
ways owing  to  the  contradlion  of  the  Ute- 
rus, to  expel  Coagula,  &c.  but  often  to  flatu- 
lent didention  of  the  Intedines  from  fpadic 
affecdions,  in  fympathy  with  thofe  of  the 
Uterus. 

For  which  reafon,  if  the  woman  com- 
plain of  great  pain  and  a fenfe  of  full- 
nefs,  without  fymptoms  of  Phlegmajia,  it 
will  be  advifeable  to  give  her  one  or  more 
Clyders,  if  necedkry,  which  will  frequently 

produce 
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produce  difcharge  of  wind,  and  eafe  the 
patient.  Should  fimilar  pains  return,  the 
fame  means  may  be  ufed ; and  then  fome- 
thing  Diaphoretic,  as  Sj).  Mtnderer.  siii.  Aq, 
Mentha  Sativ.  I 'l,  Fulv.  Contrayerv.  c:  gr.  xv. 
Fin5l.  Opli.  gutt.  xv.  Syr»  Croci.  3 i. 

Cqflor,  si.  may  be  taken  at  bed  time.  Should 
it  feem  neceflary  to  procure  a paffage  down- 
ward, Magnefta^  2iiL\dRhuharb  with  the  addi- 
tion of  Sennes^  or  fome  other  gentle 

laxative  will  be  proper* 

One  tiling  more  I would  have  noticed,  / 
efpecially  by  the  afliftants  and  thofe  who  may 
be  about  Women  in  Labour,  that  they  be 
extremely  cautious  in  faying  any  thing  that 
might  in  any  degree  affecd;  her  mind ; the 
bad  effe6ls  of  which  have  been  too  often 
experienced.  Such  a cafe  is  related  by 
Morgagni^  of  a woman  of  a nervous  habit, 
who  apprehended  that  fhe  fhould  die  upon 
that  occafion.  She  was  alfo  very  anxious 

to 


* V.  Morgagni,  Epift.  xlviil.  art.  ^3. 
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to  have  a Sofi,  She  was  fafely  delivered  of 
a Daughter^  which  was  carefully  kept  from 
her  by  all  the  attendants,  but  her  hufband 
coming  with  joy  to  congratulate  her,  on  her 
fafe  delivery,  inadvertently  difcovered  the 
truth ; fhe  was  inftantly  affedled  to  fuch  a 
a degree,  that  her  pulfe  fank,  fhe  became 
cold,  and  without  any  material  difcharge 
from  the  Uterus^  that  could  be  fuppofed  to 
fink  her,  fhe  died  about  an  hour  after.  * 


* Morgagni,  Ep.  xliv.  art,  43. 
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S E C T I 0 K III. 

MORBI ARTUUM  et  ARTICULORUM. 

ARTHRITIS. 


The  characters  and  diftinctions  of 
the  diforders  of  the  Limbs  and  the 
Joints  are  in  general  fo  perplexed 
and  indiftinct,  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
no  eafy  matter  to  give  to  each  its  proper 
marks.  Cullen  whofe  characters  of 

difeafes  are,  in  general,  very  accurate,  de- 
fines Rheumatifm  a difeafe  ovcring  to  an 
external,  and  for  the  molt  part  an  evident 
caufe,  attended  with  Pyrexia ; pains  about 


* NofologlaMethod.  v.  ii.  p.  125. 
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the  joints,  following  the  tra€l  of  the  Muf- 
cles ; affedling  the  knees  and  larger  joints 
more  than  thofe  of  the  feet ; and  exafpe- 
rated  by  heat  and  motion.  Now,  however 
juft  this  character  may  be  fo  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  joints^  it  certainly  does  not  per- 
fectly apply  to  the  varieties  noticed  by  the 
learned  Profejfor,  they  being  chiefly  mufcular^ 
fuch  as  Lumbago'^  Rheumutica;  Ifchias  Rheu- 
maticum  ; Pleurodyne  Rheumatic  a ; Pleuritis 
Jpuria^  Boerhaav.  which  are  not  always  at- 
tended with  Pyrexia;  to  thefe,  therefore,  I 
would  apply  the  term  Rheumatifm;  and  to 
that  in  which  the  joints,  with  their  liga- 
ments, and  other  furrounding  parts  of  the 
fhoulders,  elbows,  wrifts,  fingers,  knees, 
feet,  &c.  are  affeCted  with  fwelling,  ten- 
fion,  rednefs,  and  great  pain,  the  name  Ar-^ 
thritis  might  not  be  improperly  given.  To 
the  fuppofition  of  the  tendons,  ligaments, 
and  membranes,  being  the  feat  of  palu 
in  thefe  cafes,  it  has  been  objedled  that 

L 1 2 thofe 

* De  Cauf.  et  Sed.  Mor.  Ep.  Ivli.  art.  17. 
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thofe  parts  are  infenjible;  that  this  has  been 
proved  by  irritating  them  with  both  me- 
chanical and  chymical  irritants,  in  livwg  ani- 
mals, who  fhewed  no  figns  of  fuffering 
pain.  But  even  admitting  this  to  be  true, 
when  they  are  found ; it  is  quite  otherwife 
when  they  become  difeafed,  (fwelled  or  in- 
flamed) as  was  proved  fome  years  lince 
by  the  ingenious  ProfefTor,  Whytt^  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  his  difpute  with  the  excellent  De 
Haller,  upon  the  fubjecfl  of  irritability. 

The  names  Podagra,  Gonagra,  Cheiragra, 
or  Gout,  feem  moft  applicable  to  that  difeafe, 
which  though  it  affedls  the  fame  parts  as 
Arthritis,  yet  it  differs  fo  materially  from  it 
in  fome  particulars,  as  to  feem  to  be  of  a 
different  Genus',  it  being  generally  preceded 
by  a fenfe  of  fullnefs  at  the  Stomach;  Fla- 
tulency ; Dyforexy ; Dyfp^pfy ; coming  on 
without  any  evident  caufe,  and  being  for 
the  moft  part  Hereditary  and  Periodical. 
When  the  Gout  is  regular,  thefe  fymptoms 
are  commonly  followed  by  fwelling  of  the 

great 
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great  toe,  and  other  joints  of  the  feet,  which 
is  intenfely  red,  and  exqnilitely  painful, 
even  when  not  moved.  The  rofc  or  pink 
coloured  rednefs  and  the  ardent  pain,  feem 
to  dillinguifh  the  Gouty  from  the  Rheu- 
matic fwelling.  The  Vever  is  fometinics 
very  brifle  ; the  urine  is  high  coloured,  and 
on  the  decline  of  the  Fit  depohts  a great 
quantity  of  red  fediment,  and  is  followed 
with  defquamation  of  the  cuticle  of  the 
parts  affedted. 

As  thefe  affedlions  of  the  Limbs  and 
Joints  have  fyuriptomatic  differences,  fome 
difference  muff  be  obferved  in  the  treat- 
ment of  them.  Rheumatic  pains  in  the 
Side^  Loins ^ and  Coxa^  not  attended  with  Py- 
rexia^ are  fooneft  removed,  by  danncl  and 
local  applications,  fuch  as  fomentations,  LL 
iiiment.  Volatile-,  warm  plaiflers,  and  vefica- 
tories. 

Arthritis  being  a difeafe  that  young  and 
priiddle  aged  perfons  of  ff rong  habits,  and 

i’anguine 
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fangiiiue  complexions,  are  moll-  fubjedl  to, 
may  require  repeated  venefeBion,  antiphlo- 
gifl'icSy  attenuants,  and  mild  diaphoretics  ; 
fmall  tepid  liquids  nitrated;  faline  draughts; 
Sp.  Minderer.  Vhi.  Antimo?i.  to  which  may 
be  added  Opii  occafionally.  In  the 

mean  time  the  patient’s  food  mull  be  light 
and  not  heating,  fuch  as  water  gruel,  pana- 
da, fago,  chicken,  and  the  like. 

In  thofe  cafes  that  are  attended  with  great 
pain  in  the  Loins,  and  difhculty  of  Handing 
ere(5l,  the  Mufcles  Pfoas  and  Iliacus  intermis 
are  not  unfrequently  difeafed  and  fuppu- 
rate,  of  which  I have  feen  feveral  inflances. 
And  for  an  example  of  the  Hate  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Mufcles,  in  a Rheumatic  dif- 
cafe  of  the  Loins,  as  it  appeared  on  dilTedtion, 
Vide  Morgagiiiy  Ep.  Ivii.  art.  1 7. 
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The  Gout  being,  as  already  obferved,  of 
a nature  different  from  that  of  other  Ar- 
thritic affcdlions,  the  treatment  of  it  may  re- 
quire particular  attention.  It  happens,  for 
the  moft  part,  to  perfons  who  have  indulged 
in  what  is  called  good  living  ; and  been  in 
the  habit  of  feeding  upon  ftrong  high  fea- 
foned  meats,  and  drinking  largely  of  wines 
of  various  forts ; '‘^Arthritis  morbus fereDivitum^ 
“ rarijfme  Pauperum^''  * by  which  a peculiar 
kind  of  acrimony  of  ^thumours  is  generated, 
which  being  carried  about  by  the  circula- 
tion, affedls,  in  its  courfe,  the  joints^  tendons^ 
ligaments^  &c.  and  produces  fwelling,  violent 
pain,  and  other  fymptoms  as  before  flated, 
until  by  the  powers  of  nature  it  is  fo 
changed  as  to  be  feparated  and  difeharged, 
by  free  perfpiration  and  turbid  urine,  which 
in  the  declination  of  the  Paroxyfm^  depo- 

fits 
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fits  a large  quantity  of  red  fediment,  and 
thus  the  Fit  terminates ; and  is  faid  to  be 
regular. 

But  if  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  Gout, 
flrouid  not  be  lucceeded  by  fweiling  and 
inilammation;  or  that  they  Ihould  be  flight 
and  tranfitory  coining  and  going,  as  the 
fymptonis  come  and  go,  Podagra  is  then 
called  Atonica^  but  tbefe  are  not  eafily  diftin- 
guiflied  from  each  other.  When  the  in- 
flammation and  fweiling  go  off  prema- 
turely, and  the  Stomach  becomes  difordered, 
the  Gout  is  denominated  retrograde.  And 
if  fome  internal  Phlegmafia  fuddenly  ceafe, 
and  inflammation  of  the  joints  fucceed,  it 
is  faid  to  be  %vandering.  It  is  fometimes 
joined  with  other  difeafes  ; but  for  thefe 
and  fome  others  I mufl:  refer  to  Cullen  s 

\ 

Nofologia  Method.  from  which  fome  of 
thefe  chara6ters  are  partly  taken. 

The  Gout,  in  general,  attacks  perfons 

about 


* Gen.  Morbor.  p.  128. 
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about  the  middle  time  of  life  of  the  above 
defcription.  In  thofe  of  more  advanced 
years,  the  Fits  become  lefs  violent,  but 
they  are  lefs  regular  and  more  extended. 
Young  perfons  and  even  children  are  not 
wholly  exempt ; and  it  is  generally  here- 
ditary. 

The  regular  Gout  requires  little  more  than 
patience,  flannel,  and  a proper  regimen ; 
that  is  fuch  a one  as  fliall  tend  to  favour 
perfpiration,  and  fupport  the  vital  powers,  ^ 
without  heating  the  patient  too  much ; and 
to  empty  the  Bowels  by  clyfters  or  gentle 
warm  laxatives.  As  JSIature  is  here  the 
principal  agent ^ that  by  degrees  prepares,  and 
at  lafl:  feparates  and  throws  off  the  morbific 
matter  by  repeated  fmaller  paroxyfms,  which 
at  lafl:  terminate  in  one  general  paroxyfniy 
about  the  fourteenth  day,  fometimes  fooner, 
and  often  taking  up  much  longer  time 
it  behoves  us  to  watch  her  operations,  and  to 

M m aflifl; 
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afTift  and  diredl  them  by  fuch  means  as  may 
feem  bed  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

Should  the  Gout  prove  atonic  or  retro-^ 
gradcy  we  mull;  endeavour  to  obviate  the 
confequences,  by  promoting  the  expullion 
of  the  morbific  matter,  and  to  determine  it  to 
its  proper  feat,  by  warm  flimulating  Pedi^ 
luvidy  cataplafms  and  veficatories,  and  fuch 
other  means  as  the  fymptoms  may  indi- 
cate ; not  omitting  venefedlion  if  Phlegma- 
fiay  or  otlier  alFecflion  of  the  Brainy  LungSy 
or  other  principal  Vifcera^  fhould  indicate  it. 
Sudden  and  violent  affedlions  of  the  Mind 
have  fometimes  occafioned  a fatal  retrocef- 
{ion  of  the  Gouty  as  happened  to  a Cardinal 
Bifioop  of  Paduay  on  receiving  the  fudden 
afflidling  news  of  his  Brother  s death,  as  re- 
lated by  * Morgagni.  Who  alfo  mentions 
another  cafe  of  retrograde  Gouty  without  any 
evident  caufe,  cured. 

The  moderating  future  paroxyfms  can 

only 


* Morg.  Ep.  Ivii.  art.  lo,  ii. 
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only  be  done  by  obferving  a temperate  re- 
gimen ; having  at  the  fame  time  due  regard 
to  the  patient’s  age,  conftitution,  and  ftate 
of  health : For  the  powers  of  Nature  mud 
not  be  too  much  deprelfed,  in  thofe  efpeci- 
ally  who  are  advancing  into  years  ; with 
whom  too  fpare  and  abftemious  a diet  of 
milk,  pultaceous  food,  and  the  like,  would 
very  probably  difagree.  A fteady  perfever- 
ance  in  fuch  diet  and  total  abflinence  from 
wine  has,  in  fome  inftances,  produced  a ra- 
dical cure.*  Though  in  others  it  has  proved 
but  fliort  and  tranfient;  and  its  return  more 
fevere  than  before, 

ARl’HRODYNIJ. 

The  Author’s  Case. 

This  affedlion  of  the  joints,  according  to 
Dr.  Cullen^  fucceeds  to  the  Rheumatifm,  or 
to  fome  violent  drain  or  effort,  and  confids 
in  pain  of  the  joints  or  mufcles,  more  or 

Mm2  lefs 

* Vide  Morg.  Epift,  Ivii,  art.  7 et  auftores  ibi  allegates. 
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lefs  tranfient ; is  increafed  by  motion,  and 
relieved  by  warmth  ; the  limbs  are  weak 
and  ftifF,  and  often  cold  ; but  there  is  no 
Pyrexia^  nor  for  the  ihoft  part  any  fwelling. 

This  characSler  agrees  but  in  very  few 
fymptoms  with  my  cafe,  which  being,  pro- 
perly, neither  'Rheumatic^  Arthriticy  nor  Po- 
dagricy  might,  I thought,  be  not  impro- 
perly denoted  by  the  general  term  Arthro- 
dyniay  it  being  sd  chronic  aflfe6lion  of  the 
joints,  attended  with  fome  pain,  iliifnefs, 
and  fwelling,  but  without  rednefs  or  ten- 
hon  of  the  Ikin ; not  attended  with  Pyrexia y 
nor  much  pain  except  upon  motion,  and 
then  not  very  fevere. 

In  my  cafe,  all  the  joints,  except  thofe  of 
the  Dorfal  and  Lumbar  Vertebra , (for  thofe  of 
the  neck  were  not  free)  and  the  toes  were 
affeCled.  Particularly  the  inftep,  the  knees, 
the  hands  and  fingers,  the  wrifts,  the  eh 
bows,  the  fhoulders,  the  articulation  of  the 
lower  jaw,  on  the  left  fide  onlyy  fo  that  at 
times,  it  was  not  without  difficulty  I could 

open 
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open  my  mouth  to  eat.  I could  not  be 
fure  that  any  of  the  mufcles  were  affedled, 
but  that  the  tendo'ns  were,  I had  veryfenhble 
proof  of,  in  the  tendons  of  the  Gajirocnemii^ 
which  have  been  all  along  fwelled  and  very 
painful,  though  the  mufcles  feemed  to  have 
no  fhare  in  it, 

The  joints  became  gradually  enlarged, 
thofe  efpecially  of  the  knees,  hands,  wrifts, 
and  elbows ; but  the  fwelling  even  of  the 
knees,  did  not  apparently  affecd  the  fkin. 
This  fwelling  feemed  to  be  partly  in  the 
Cartilages^  as  well  as  the  ligaments,  ten- 
dons, &c.  for  as  it  increafed,  the  knees  be- 
came more  and  more  fti£F,  till  at  laft,  they 
creaked  audibly  like  a door  moving  on  rufty 
hinges  that  wanted  oil,  and  this  feems  to 
have  been  the  Acme  of  the  difeafe,  in  which 
Hate  the  parts  continued  for  a very  long 
time.  This  ftiffnefs  I attributed  partly  to 
enlargement  of  the  joints,  and  partly  to  a 
idefedl;  of  Synovia^  from  fome  indifpofition 
pf  the  glands,  by  which  it  is  fecreted. 

That 
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That  the  fwellmg  was  purely  in  the  joints, 
is  yet  evident,  in  two  or  three  fingers  in 
which  the  fwelling  yet  remains,  though 
fome  of  them  are  at  prefent  diftorted,  ma- 
nifeftly  by  the  fwelling  of  the  joints,  upon 
which  the  flein  is  perfectly  free  and  wrink- 
led, The  fwelling  of  the  joints  has  been 
as  flow  in  its  declenfion  as  it  was  in  its  in^ 
creafe.  It  is  greatly  abated  in  the  knees, 
which  move  with  eafe  and  freedom  ; the 
great  tendons  of  the  Gajlrocnemii  are  almoft 
well ; the  wrifls,  elbows,  and  fhoulders  are 
yet  rather  ftiff,  and  fomewhat  painful, 
though  they  are  growing  better,  and  will,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  be  cured  by  warm  bathing, 
though  it  was  before  ineffedlual. 

There  being  no  apparent  reafon  for  vene- 
fedlion,  I never  thought  it  neceffary.  The 
medicines  I chiefly  made  ufe  of,  were  Sp, 
Minder,  Vin.  Antimon.  Jaines's  Po'wder^  and 
warm  bathing  of  diflFerent  degrees  of  heat, 
from  about  1 1 o to  about  84  at  different 
times,  from  none  of  which  I ever  found 

any 
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any  fenfible  benefit,  though  I conftantly 
obtained  a free  perfpiration,  efpecially  in 
the  extremities*  Perceiving,  therefore,  that 
it  would  prove  chronical,  and  that  it  would 
have  its  courfe,  I gave  up  all  medicines,  ex- 
cept Vin.  Antimon.  and  TtinEl.  Opii.  of  which  I 
took  about  twenty-five  drops,  on  account  of 
refllelfnefs  ; this  had  the  defired  effect. 

The  I’mB.'Opii  not  only  procured  me 
reft,  but  feemed  to  favour  the  free  perfpi- 
ration, efpecially  about  the  feet  and  legs, 
that  has  uniformly  continued  the  whole 
time.  Neverthelefs  the  ftiffnefs  was  fo  te- 
dious,that  I fometimes  apprehended  that  the 
Opium  might  rather  favour  it  by  making  me 
lie  longer fill ; and  on  that  account  I left  it 
off,  from  time  to  time;  but  furtlier  attention 
gave  me  reafon  to  think  otherwife,  fo  that 
I have,  for  many  months,  continued  it  once 
in  twenty-four  hours,  in  a dofe  of  thirty  or 
thirty-five  drops,  and  no  more,  with  un- 
doubted advantage.  I cannot  omit  obferv- 
ing,  that  during  this  long  confinement,  (two 

years) 
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years)  I have,  for  the  greateft  part  of  th^ 
time,  enjoyed  perfedl  health.  My  appetite 
has  been  in  general  good,  though  moderate, 
as  I could  wifhi  My  digeftion  complete  j 
not  having  fo  much  as  the  lead  eru(5tation 
or  any  other  fign  of  indigeftion.  My  drink 
at  meals  has  been  chiefly  water  with  rum,  of 
a moderate  ftrength,  and  fometimes  a glafs 
or  two  of  winci  The  Kryfipelas  which  I have 
already  given  the  hiftory  of,  was  an  inci- 
dental matter  that  furprifed  me,  as  I fhould 
not  have  imagined  that  there  could  be  fuch 
cauftic  acrimony  in  my  blood. 
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This,  as  Dr.  Cullen  obferves,  is  undoubt-, 
cdly  of  a nature  very  different  from  either 
Gout  or  Rheumatifm  ; the  difeafe  being,  in 
the  cafes  at  leaf!:  that  I have  feen,  •within  the 
Ligament,  where  matter  had  been 
formed  in  confequence  of  Inflammation, 
which  by  becoming  acrid,  had  eroded  the 

Cartilages^ 
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Cartilages^  and  rendered  carious  the  bones. 
I have  already  mentioned  two  cafes  of  this 
fort,  which  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  repeat. 
I cannot,  however,  omit  to  mention  what 
occurred  to  me  in  examining  the  knee  joints 
of  an  old  woman,  who  died  of  a Fever  ; 
and  who  had,  independent  of  that,  com- 
plained of  ftiffnefsand  grating  in  thofe  joints; 
the  cartilages  of  which  I found  to  exhibit 
fmall  furrows,  that  feemed  to  have  been 
formed  by  the  fridlion  of  fmall  particles  of 
an  earthy  concretion,  like  fmall  gravel  or 
fand,  which  I found  in  the  joint. 

Whether  or  no  {he  had  the  Gout,  I know 
not,  but  it  feems  that  particles  capable  of 
concretion  are  fecreted  by  the  fynovial  glands, 
or  from  the  furface  of  the  cartilages  j or  that 
the  Synovia  may  occaiionally  degenerate  and 
form  them.  But  which  is  mod  probable, 
I cannot  fay. 
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C'^Onfifting  of  a fecond  cafe  of  Chorea  St, 
-J  Vitij  that  happened  when  this  work 
was  nearly  finiftied;  and  becaufe  it  differed 
materially  from  the  former,  the  Author 
thought  an  account  of  it  might  be  accept- 
able, efpecially  as  the  cure  of  the  firft,  which 
was  effedled  in  about  a month,  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  fprwarded  by  the  ufe  of  opium, 
Vid.  p.  23. 

The  fubjedl  of  this  fecond  cafe,  had  juft 
completed  her  fourteenth  year.  For  two 
or  three  preceding  years  fhe  had  been  pale, 
languid,  and  unable  to  ufe  much  exercife, 
but  was  in  other  refpedls  tolerably  well. 
Not  long  before  this  difeafe  came  on,  fhe 
appeared  to  be  recovering  her  looks,  and  to 
be  more  healthy  than  fhe  had  been  for  fome 
time. 

Nn2  The 
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The  afFe<^lion  came  on  with  fome  unftea- 
dlnefs  in  her  hands  and  feet,  which  fhe 
thought  was  a trick,  and  jeftingly  faid  flie 
had  got  the  Fidgets.  The  agitation,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  increafing  gradually,  fo  that 
in  a few  days  £he  could  not  fit  upon  any 
thing,  but  was  obliged  to  be  kept  in  bed 
altogether,  and  that  could  only  be  done  by 
attendants,  who  were  conftantly  prefent ; 
notwithftanding  which,  fhe  more  than 
once  fprang  from  the  bed  upon  the  floor. 

The  Convulfions  were  univerfal  and  in- 
ceffant,  day  and  night,  without  intermiflion 
and  without  any  fleep.  I regretted  that  on 
account  of  the  agirs-tion  of  her  hands,  her 
pulfe  could  not  be  well  judged  of;  but  I 
fuppofe  the  motion  of  the  heart  mufl  have, 
been  irregular,  for  the  organs  of  fpeech  were 
afledled  fo  much,  that  fhe  became  almofl 
quite  unintelligible,  and  this  inability,  to 
make  herfelf  underftood,  feemed  at  times 
to  increafe  the  agitation. 

But  to  come  to  the  treatment:  nervines^ 

antifpafmodicSy 
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antifpafmodics^  and  fedailves^  were  evidently 
indicated ; but  evacuants^  had  they  been 
pradlicable,  were  not.  For  though  the  pa- 
tient was  fourteen^  the’fe  appeared,  yet,  no 
hgns  of  fullnefs  of  the  ''?effels,or  other  tokens 
of  a very  near  approach  of  an  event  that 
may  foon  be  expe<?ced.  Befide  this,  as 
in  the  firft  cafe,  the  attack  had  been  pre- 
ceded by,  but  not  p-fevented  by,  bleedings 
at  the  nofe ; I thou^;ht  I had  little  reafon  to 
expedl  benefit  from  venefe6lion  had  it  been 
practicable.  I therefore  thought  it  advif. 
able,  firfl  to  try  the  ufual  nervine  medicines, 
Cajior^  Camphor^  M.ujk^  Aether^  &c.  for  fome 
days,  but  this  was  to  no  manner  of  purpofe: 
On  which  account,  and  becaufe  of  her  not 
having  had  for  many  days  and  nights  any 
deep,  I determined  to  try  Opium ; of  the 
tinClure  of  which  I gave  her,  in  the  even- 
ing, fifteen  drops.  She  flept  mod  of  that 
night,  but  without  any  abatement  of  the 
agitation,  which  was  as  violent  as  before 
all  the  next  day.  However,  as  I had  feme 
reafon  to  think  that  it  had  been  ufeful  on 
the  former  occafion,  and  as  it;  had  feemingly 
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procured  the  patient  fo  much  fleep,  I re- 
peated the  fame  dofe  again  in  the  evening, 
but  this  had  no  effet5l  at  all.  I was,  never- 
thelefs, determined  now  to  give  it  a fair  trial. 
I increafed  the  dofe,  therefore,  by  little  and 
little,  by  intervals,  until  I got  up  to  twenty- 
five  drops  at  leaft,  and  this  was  repeated 
once  in  fix  or  eight  hours,  for  one  day  only; 
for  finding  that,  inflead  of  abating  the  agi- 
tation and  making  her  fleep,  it  heated  her 
and  rendered  her  even  more  irritable  and  reft-r 
lefs  than  before;  and  being  now  fully  con- 
vinced that  Opium  would  not  do,  I gave  her 
no  more,  but  thought  it  advifable  for  her 
to  take  fome  faline  draughts  in  the  adl  of 
effervefcence,  and  fmall  diluting  liquids. 
She,  by  degrees,  grew  rather  more  compofed, 
and  for  two  or  three  days  feemed  to  be  grow- 
ing fomewhat  better,  fo  as  to  give  hopes  of 
the  affedlion  declining;  but  flill  fhe  got  very 
little  fleep.  She  took  nothing  but  now  and 
then  a neutral  effervefeing  draught,  Miji, 
Campborat.  TinB.  Caftor^  &c.  The  agitation 
that  feemed  to  abate  a little,  again  increafed; 
and  the  incefiant  fridlion  againfl  the  fheets, 

by 
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by  ruffling  the  cuticle,  made  the  prominent 
parts  very  tender,  which  added  to  her  reft- 
leffliefs.  About  this  time,  Ihe  one  morning 
alked  for  fome  boiled  milk,  which  (he  took 
very  plentifully,  and  with  pleafure  feveral 
times  in  the  morning  and  forenoon  ; it 
agreed  very  Well  with  her,  and  ffle  has  con- 
tinued to  take  more  or  lefs  ever  fince ; indeed 
it  has  been  her  principal  fubfiftance.  The 
■ convulfions  andtherefUelTnefs  ftill,  however, 
continued.  I therefore  once  more  tried 
T’inEl.  Opii  in  fmall  dofes,  four  or  five  drops, 
with  as  many  of  Sp.  C.  C.  about  once  in 
fix  or  eight  hours,  but  without  any  effed; ; 
it  was  therefore  now  entirely  left  off;  and 
except  T'hiEl.  Cajlor^  which  fhe  took  a little 
of  in  her  afl'es  milk  twice  a day,  all  medicines 
were  laid  afide.  She  kept  to  her  milk  diet, 
and  gradually  began  to  be  more  dill,  but 
for  many  days  got  only  an  hour  or  two 
deep  in  the  morning,  but  feldom  any  in  the 
night ; however,  fhe  grew  more  and  more 
compofed,  and  to  fleep  better ; her  fpeech 
at  the  fame  time  improved  ; and  at  the  end 
’ of  about  fix  weeks,  from  the  firfl  feizure, 

ihe 
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Hie  was  able  to  walk  about,  and  take  the  aif 
in  a carriage.  She  is  now  periieclly  well, 
though  rather  thin. 

We  have  here  inftances  of  the  different 
effects  of  Opium  in  two  fubjedls  labouring 
under  fimilar  nervous  indifpofitions,  differ- 
ing only  in  degree  ; in  the  iirft  of  which, 
(the  younger)  it  was  feemingly  beneficial, 
but  in  the  fecond  it  manifeflly  increafed  the 
irritability  and  watchfulnefs. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Cho7'ea  appears  to 
me  to  be  an  affedlion  that  requires  great 
attention  in  the  Phyfician,  and  due  regard 
to  the  age,  conflitution,  complexion,  and 
other  circumftances  of  the  patients ; without 
which  mifchief  may  be  done.  For  though 
it  generally  goes  off  in  time,  and  the  patient 
gets  well,  it  is  neverthelefs  exceedingly 
diftreffmg,  when  the  fymptoms  are  fo  vio- 
lent as  they  were  in  thefe  cafes,  efpecially 
the  fccond.  The  reader  will  permit  me  to 
fay  a few  words  on  the  method  of  cure,  as 
recommended  and  pra(5tifed  by  our  excel- 
lent 
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lent  Sydenham ; VenefeElion  and  Cathartics^ 
which  he  orders  to  be  done  alternately,  and 
to  be  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  three  or 
four  times  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks. 
I mull  confefs  that  in  the  cafe  juft  related,;^ 
had  fuch  evacuations  been  pra(5licable,  I 
fhould  not  have  ventured  on  one  bleeding, 
much  lefs  on  that  and  purging  repeatedly, 
on  any  Authority  whatever^  for  reafons  which 
I have  partly  hinted  at  above.  And  I can 
hardly  conceive  upon  what  confiderations 
pur  very  experienced  countryman  founded 
that  practice.  He  fuppofes,  indeed,  that 
this  affection  depends  on  fome  humour  rufh- 
ing  upon  the  nerves,  and  that  by  irritating 
them,  it  produces  thofe  preternatural  mo- 
tions ; on  which  account  he  thought  that 
the  indications  of  cure  were  to  be  directed, 
firfl,  to  the  fubtraiflion  of  that  humour,  by 
bleeduig  and  purgitig,  and  after  that  to  the 
ftrengthening  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  &c. 
V.  Sydenham.  ^ 


* Schedula  Monitoriadenovs  Febri3ingreflu,&c.ann.i63j,p,66r. 
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But  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  this  af- 
fe(5lion  is  in  fome  manner  the  Prodronms 
of  an  Event  that  muft  ’ere  long  be  expe6ted ; 
yet  as  that  Event  takes  place  at  different 
times,  in  different  perfons,  owing  to  fome 
difference  in  their  conflitution,  manner  of 
life,  education,  and  other  circumftances,  fo 
that  we  cannot  fay  when  it  will  be,  until  it 
has  once  happened;  we  cannot  be  too  cau^ 
tious, leaft,while  we  wifh  to  relieve,  we  fhould, 
by  miflimed  evacuations,  retard;  or  by  fli- 
mulants,  Emmenagogues ^ 8cc.  irritate^  fo  as  to 
force  Nature  on  fome  unnatural  efforts;  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  patient.  So  that 
in  thefe  cafes  the  precept  Fejlhia  lente''^ 
ought  always  to  be  carefully  remembered. 
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Page  l6,  line  7j  read  Linitnenium  ; p.  30, 1.  8,r.  Pathognomonic  •,  p.  84, 
1.  15,  Afa  fatUa;  p.  90,  1.  10,  r.  gangranofa ; p.  9I>  1.  1 3,  r.  Suficiant  ad 
gratam  aciditatem;  p.  I07, 1. 19,  T.form;  p.  I08, 1.  2,  r.  Pori  iiliarii;  p.  I09, 
1.  2,  p.  Ill,  1.  8, 13,  p.  I16, 1.  II,  p.  117, 1.  7,  p.  199, 1.  22,  for  Schiirous, 
T. Scirrhous-,  p.  140,  !•  3.  P-  ^55.  4,  6,  p.  Ij6, 1. 15,17.  r*  Mucu,;  p.  193, 

1.  16,  r.  Gambogia-,  p.  2o8,  I.  I4,r.  Petechialls;  p.  227,  1.  6, r.  OT,V;cr;  p.  23O, 
I.  19,  r.  Confeaio  ; p.  252,  1.  18,  r.  for  7341-5, 1734-5;  P-  253, 1.  I,  r. 
miliarisi  p.  256,  1.  9,  r.  turbid;  p.  265, 1.  10,  dele  the  quotation;  p.  267, 
1.  9,  the  reference  fliould  have  been  to  Cullen, A’s/o/cj/a  Method,  p.  119, 
not  Morgagni ; p.  275,  1.  22,  r.  allegatos. 
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